
Horatio (Raich) Carter 1913-1994

One of the greatest English footballers of the pre-war era, Horatio (Raich) Stratton Carter  
was the son of Port Vale, Fulham and Southampton player, Robert Carter.

Before Raich came to join Derby County, he played for Sunderland between 1931 and 
1939.  During his wartime service in the Royal Air Force he put in a guest appearance 
playing for Derby and this led to him transferring from Sunderland.  Whilst he was with 
Sunderland he captained the club to both the League title as well as its first FA Cup victory. 
He married Patricia a few days before the Cup Final and when the Queen presented him 
with the cup she commented that it would make a fine wedding present.

When he came to live in Derby, to play for the Rams, he lived at 16 Rupert Road, 
Chaddesden.  He took Derby to their first FA Cup win and became the only player at that 
time to hold a cup winner's medal on either side of the war years.  He was eventually 
capped 13 times for England.

He was also a good cricketer, being awarded his County Cap by Durham Cricket Club in 
1932 before going on to make appearances for Derbyshire County CC in 1946 and for 
Chaddesden Cricket Club.  This was in the days when the football season was shorter 
than it is now and Chaddesden CC often contained members of Derby County including, 
Raich, Jack Nicholas and Johnny Richmond.  These three were supported by some well 
known local cricketers such as Reg and Michael Harris (father and son), Ted Hough, Dave 
Kerry, Graham Clark, Norman West, Dick Pickering, Colin Brown and Doug Ferneyhough.

His career in management covered 18 years and included Hull City 1948-1951, Leeds 
United 1953-1958,  Mansfield Town (as player/manager)1960-1963 and Middlesborough 
1963-1966, as well as the National Team from 1934-1952.

Raich died on 9 October 1994 at Hull.  He is commemorated at Sunderland’s multi-
purpose sports centre which was opened by Sir Trevor Brooking and members of Raich’s 
family in 2001 and it is named  ‘The Raich Carter Sports Centre’.  Part of the A1033 in Hull 
bears his name as does the ‘Raich Carter Trophy’
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Chaddesden Cricket Club players -  Raich Carter second from left - at the County Ground 
in 1946. [CHG ref C+O03.jpg]
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