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This  photograph  of  an  improvised  checkpoint 
on  Nottingham  Road,  with  the  recently  built 
houses of Sunny Grove in the background, is 
dated  June  1940,  shortly  after  the  Dunkirk 
Evacuation.   It  may  have  been  intended  to 
reassure the public as to the action that would 
be taken in  the  event  of  a  German invasion. 
The soldier alongside the car (Standard Flying 
12 with Hampshire registration) appears to be 
posed for  the camera as he is  on  the  wrong 
side of the car to talk to the driver.

The blackout is in force, with a cover over one 
of  the  car  headlights  (and  the  bulb  removed 
from the other?), also white bands painted on 
each of the poles that supports  the overhead 
wires for the trolleybuses.  The checkpoint was 
probably removed after a few hours as the rails 
and sleepers would be almost impossible to see 
at night.
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   Hampshire Road
Recycled  Raynesway

Hampshire Road is not in Chaddesden but it will be familiar to Chaddesden residents who are  
heading to the Meteor Centre or the northbound A38.  The first section was built from Beaufort 
Street to Cowsley Road in early 1937.  Hampshire Hill, to use the local name, on a gradient of 1 in  
10, leaves one wondering about the highway design standards then used by the Borough of Derby. 
Present day standards1 recommend an absolute steepest gradient of 1 in 12.5 and preferably 1 in 
16 for single carriageways.

This short  length  of  Hampshire Road was all  that  had been built  by the end of  1939.    The  
presence  of  the  racecourse  prevented  continuation  to  Mansfield  Road.   Chaddesden  drivers 
wishing to go north were still faced with the journey into town along Nottingham Road before they 
could join Mansfield Road or Alfreton Road.
The issue was discussed at a Derby Town Council meeting on 29 July 1942 2 at which Alderman 
Raynes stated,  “Our  main  arterial  road is  planned to  cross  the racecourse near  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  We cannot carry on with that road under present conditions and perhaps even more 
important than that, the long-delayed improvement of Nottingham Road cannot be carried on while 
the present lease exists.”   It  was agreed that notice would be given to the Derby Recreation 
Company to quit the racecourse in 1945.
With the racecourse site under council control, new housing (Kinross Avenue, Nairn Avenue etc) 
could be built  on its eastern boundary.  For the increased population, a new school (Beaufort  
Infants & Junior) was authorised.  As the school was to be on the other side of the future Outer  
Ring Road, the plans included a subway under the proposed road at a cost of £3,690.3

Observant users of Hampshire Road will have noticed that the road runs across the Racecourse 
on an embankment wide enough for a dual carriageway and well above natural ground level.  The  
construction of this embankment is an ingenious instance of one part of the Outer Ring Road being 
recycled to build another part.

Raynesway

Raynesway, built in 1938, was a top quality road which included several novel features.  One  was  
the concrete surface for the dual carriageway in which the lanes were distinguished by different 
shades of the grey surface  The disadvantage of concrete road is the need for expansion joints  
between the rigid sections.  A journey along the original Raynesway was accompanied by bump-
bump-bump  as  the  joints  were  crossed.   For  motorcyclists  it  must  have  been  particularly 
challenging to cross the continuous joint between the left and right hand lanes.

By the mid-1950s the surface was due for repair and it was decided to replace with conventional  
tarmac.   Derek  Palmer,  who  was  then  employed  as  a  ganger  (chargehand)  in  the  council's 
Highways and Drainage Department recalls the method used to remove the concrete without the 
risk of damaging the buried cables to the street lights.  A hole was drilled in each corner of every 
concrete slab.  Lifting gear was attached and a crane lifted the slab onto a lorry for the journey to  
the former Racecourse where it was dumped to make an embankment.

The Ordnance Survey seems to  have been unimpressed.   The linear  feature  extending from 
Hampshire Road all the way to the junction of Mansfield Road and Stores Road is marked, not as 
a road under construction on maps published in the early 1950s, but as a Refuse Heap!  It is likely 
that the embankment contains ash from the council's Refuse Disposal Works on Stores Road.

The embankment completed, the road surface was laid and the margins were landscaped.  Derek 
notes that the trees were planted on 28 January 1959.  Why so specific with the date?  It was the  
day that Derek's daughter, Jennifer, was born.  A few of “Jenny's trees” may still be seen, easily  
distinguished from the later plantings by their size.

A  consequence  of  the  Hampshire  Road  embankment's  durable  construction  is  the  lack  of 
underground services because it would be too difficult to dig trenches through the concrete.  The 
replacement street lights installed some years ago are on one side of the road only, presumably 
fed by a shallow armoured cable. 
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House Numbering

The houses on Hampshire Road were originally numbered in the conventional way starting from 
the  town  centre  outwards,  with  numbers  1  and  2  at  the  Beaufort  Street  junction.   When 
Hampshire Road was extended to Kinross Avenue and then to Mansfield Road, the houses on 
the extension would have negative numbers.  The solution acceptable to the Post Office was to 
renumber the houses from the Cowsley Road end towards the town centre.  Numbers 1 to 27 on 
the north side of the road became 28 to 2 in that order, while numbers 2 to18 became 17 to 1.
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Everard Walter Johnson

It has been pointed out that the middle name of Mr E W Johnson, the last private owner of Roe 
Farm, was Walter and not Walker.  The incorrect name came from electoral registers which 
consistently show Johnson, Everard Walker.  However, a check of other public records, notably 
the General Register Office Index, all give his name as Walter.  One of his sons had the same 
name as shown by this fragment of Johnson family history.



PARROTS, DRAGONS AND THE ARCHDEACON'S BED

Nicholas  de  Chaddesden  (c.1330  -  1390)  was  one  of  three  notable  members  of  the  de 
Chaddesden  family  whose  ecclesiastical  careers  reached  the  zenith  of  their  power  and 
influence in the second half of the fourteenth century [Note 1].   Throughout a lifetime spent in 
the church Nicholas held a variety of clerical positions, but is perhaps best known for his work 
between c.1366 and c.1382 as Dean of the Court of Arches, England's principal ecclesiastical 
court [Note 2],  or  for  his  later  years  as a member of  the Papal  Curia  at  Rome, where he 
eventually died [Note 3].   Nicholas was doubtless accustomed to a high standard of living but in 
1372 he would acquire one of that century's most sought-after status symbols, a great bed, in  
this case the one which had once belonged to his late uncle, Henry de Chaddesden, who was 
Archdeacon of Leicester from 1346 until his death in 1354.

Presumably as the result of either a family connection or the years he spent in Kent, where he  
had been the Rector of Bishopsbourne and Rector of Charing (its church conveniently adjacent 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury's Palace), Nicholas had become acquainted with the noted 
physician and astronomer Simon de Bredon,  who was the Rector of  Biddenden, Kent,  and 
Canon of Chichester.   De Bredon's will, written in 1368, four years before his death, contains 
details of two specific bequests he made to Nicholas de Chaddesden, the first being "my bed 
with  'papeiays'  (popinjays  or  parrots)  and dragons which  was his  uncle’s  Master  Henry de 
Chaddesden ..." [Note 4].

Undoubtedly  de  Bredon's  bed  was  of  the  type  we  now  call  "four-poster",  i.e.  a  wooden, 
curtained bed with four corner posts supporting a canopy, a style which first became popular  
when it  was adopted by Henry III  for  one of  his  state beds at  Westminster  Palace,  where 
records dating back to the 1240s describe the monarch's bed as having green posts decorated 
with gold stars, and a canopy.   Thanks to King Henry's influence, the use of similar beds spread  
amongst  the  wealthy 
seigneurial  classes  and 
before  long  a  bed 
something  like  this  would 
be a very desirable piece 
of  furniture  for  a  high-
ranking official to take with 
him as he travelled around 
the  country,  his  staff 
having  to  dismantle  it  at 
the  conclusion  of  each 
visit,  pack  it  in  the  slow-
moving wagon that carried 
their  lord's  baggage,  and 
then  reassemble  it  at  the 
next  point  of  call.    Of 
course,  the  servants  did 
not enjoy such luxury and 
had  to  make  do  with 
simple straw palliasses or 
maybe  a  low  truckle  bed 
which could be placed in a 
convenient  corner  of  their 
master's room.



The parrots (de Bredon's popinjays) and dragons 
referred  to  in  the  will  evidently  described  the 
figures  decorating  the  curtains  which  could  be 
drawn around the sides of the bed to insulate its 
occupants from any prevailing draughts.   Since 
the  bed's  two  previous  owners,  Henry  de 
Chaddesden and then Simon de Bredon,  were 
both wealthy men, it seems likely that the parrots 
and dragons would have been embroidered on 
the  curtains,  rather  than  simply  printed  on. 
Dragons  have  always  been  popular  artistic 
symbols and the Indian parrot would have been 
familiar to educated Englishmen from at least the 
end of the twelfth century onwards when it began 
to feature in printed bestiaries (moralising stories 
about animals) where it was typically described 
as  a  green  bird  with  a  red  collar  and  a  large 
tongue which could mock the sound of a man's 
voice.    Quite  how Simon de Bredon acquired 

Henry de Chaddesden's bed is something of a mystery for it is not mentioned in Henry's own 
will of 1354, so maybe Simon bought it from Henry's executors (one of whom was Nicholas).

The second legacy that Simon left Nicholas in his will was considerably smaller than the great  
bed, for he also bequeathed him a covered silver cup adorned at the bottom with the arms of  
Warenne [Note 5].   In the 1250s de Bredon was in the service of Richard FitzAlan, Earl of  
Arundel (who later styled himself Warenne), so no doubt this cup had originally been a gift to  
him from the earl.
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NOTES:
Note 1.  The other two family members were his brother, Geoffrey de Chaddesden (c.1320 - 
after 1382), Master of the Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem in England, and Rector of Long 
Whatton, Leics., and Henry de Chaddesden (d.1354), Archdeacon of Leicester, the original 
owner of the great bed.   Nicholas and Geoffrey were brothers and, as executors of Henry's will, 
responsible for enlarging Chaddesden Church to create a chantry foundation in Henry's name.   
Yet despite this their relationship to Henry is problematic since they are sometimes described 
simply as Henry's kinsmen, and at other times as his nephews or cousins.

Note 2.  From the mid-thirteenth century the court sat at the church of St. Mary le Bow in 
London.   Since the church was frequently styled in Latin as ecclesia beate Maria de arcubus 
(the name being derived from its stone arches), the court adopted the term too.

Note 3.  The Papal Curia comprised a variety of different offices and institutions (e.g. 
administrative, financial and judicial) underpinning the work of the papacy throughout all 
Western Christendom.

Note 4.  Details taken from Medieval & Tudor Kent Wills at Lambeth, Book 25, p.521, which can 
be found on Kent Archaeological Society's website.

Note 5.  The Latin text of the two legacies granted to Nicholas is given in F. M. Powicke, The 
Medieval Books of Merton College, Oxford, 1931, p.83 as follows: Item lego Magistro Nicholao 
de Chaddesdene lectum meum cum papeiays et draconibus qui fuit auunculi sui magistri 
Henrici de Chaddesden et lego eidem vnum cifum argenteum cum cooperculo in cuius ciphi 
fundo sunt arma de Warenna.



Disclaimer
The Chaddesden Historical Group does not guarantee the accuracy of items published in this 
newsletter. While every attempt has been made to trace the original ownership of photographs 
and maps, we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Our thanks go  
to our contributors,  Derby Local  Studies Library,  Derby Telegraph, Peter Cholerton for proof 
reading and West Park School for printing.

The Construction of Roe Farm Estate

In Newsletter 63 the unusual circumstances that led to Derby Corporation's purchase of Roe 
Farm in  June 1930 were  described.   Tenant  farmer Harold Ford found himself  with  a new 
landlord.   After  the  haste  to  buy the  land,  planning  and  construction  of  the  estate  was  a 
protracted business.

In February 1931 it  was reported that the Highways Committee budget for the coming year 
included £2,500 as half of the cost of extending the sewer from Cowsley Estate to Roe Farm.  In 
the May the Borough Architect was instructed to prepare a layout of the estate.  The layout was 
provisionally approved in September.  It included a district shopping centre, only the second 
such feature on a Derby council estate, and an open space for recreation.  It was intended to  
build 1,600 houses and that could only be achieved if part of the estate consisted of smaller 
houses in blocks of four or more at a density of twelve to the acre instead of the three bedroom, 
semi-detached houses at eight to the acre which had hitherto been the standard.

An inquiry was held by a Ministry of Health inspector at Derby on 7 October 1931 in which Mr G. 
Trevelyan Lee, town clerk, appeared on behalf of the Corporation. and said that sanction had 
already been given by the Ministry for borrowing £13,537 towards the construction of the estate.

The total area was 138.567 acres, 77.42 being in the Borough.  Of that portion 29.343 acres 
were scheduled for a maximum of eight houses to an acre, and 48.077 for twelve to an acre. 
The remaining 61.147 acres were in Shardlow Rural District Council's area.  Of this 52.003 
acres were scheduled for eight and 9.144 for 12 houses to the acre.

Capt J Spencer, clerk,  presented the supporting case on behalf of Shardlow Council. There 
was nobody to present an objection to the application – who would there have been? - and the 
inquiry was closed.  Derby Corporation achieved their objective and everyone was happy.  Jolly 
good show, chaps!

It seemed that construction of Derby's largest council estate was about to begin but that was 
before the General Election at the end of October 1931 in  which a coalition government was 
elected and the Town Council election in the following week in which the Labour party lost 10 
out of the 12 seats that were up for election.

The coalition government demanded cuts in spending – sounds familiar in more recent years? -  
and  the  Conservative/Liberal-controlled  Derby  Town  Council  responded  by  reviewing  the 
proposal  for  acquisition  by  the  Parks  and  Baths  Committee  from the  Building  and  Stores 
Committee of seven acres of land on Roe Farm estate for a recreation ground and also the  
application for a loan for roads and sewers on Roe Farm estate at a cost of £112,650.

That was a prelude to stopping the planned construction of Roe Farm Estate.  By January 1932 
the economy cuts throughout the building industry began to tell their tale.  In Derby the council 
Building  and  Stores  Committee  reduced  the  wages  of  their  remaining  employees.   It  was 
reported that work worth £50,000,000 had been stopped throughout the country.

Council house building in Derby did not stop completely but the only new building in 1932-33 
was a small scheme on the site of Andrew Handyside's Duke Street Foundry, itself a casualty of 
the depression.
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