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CONVENT OF THE HOLY NAME, MORLEY ROAD

My first  memories of  the Convent  date back to  the mid-1960s when it  was known as  The 
Presentation Convent Novitiate  and occupied by Roman Catholic nuns.   By the end of the 
1980s, when the new Oakwood development was well under way, the property was bought by 
Anglican  sisters  of  the  Community  of  the  Holy  Name,  who  were  leaving  their  previous 
headquarters in Malvern, Worcestershire.   

Based on the evidence of early maps, the Convent seems to date from approximately 1825 to 
1835;  certainly  the  main  east  front  of  the  house  presents  a  typical  Georgian  appearance 
(photograph below).   Known as Chaddesden Moor in the 1830s, its first recorded occupant was 
Rev. Richard Coke Wilmot (1802-1856), a son of Sir Robert Wilmot of Chaddesden Hall.   Rev. 
Wilmot had been appointed Curate of Chaddesden and Spondon in 1828, but left the area after  
becoming  Vicar  of  Youlgreave  with  Middleton  in  1835.    Evidently  he  had  been  using 
Chaddesden  Moor as  a  vicarage,  for  it  would  not  be  until  1851  that  a  proper  minister's 
residence was built in the centre of the village.

Once Rev.  Wilmot  left,  the  property  had a  succession  of  affluent  occupants,  all  apparently 
renting the house and grounds.   Chaddesden census returns and newspaper articles, etc., 
provide details of many of those living there.   In 1841 the occupant of Chaddesden Moor was 
Mary Heathcote, an elderly widow.   Her successor in 1845 was Thomas Osborne Bateman, a 
member of  the  well-known Derby and Hartington family,  and a newspaper feature  of  1863 
relates how Mr. Bateman, who was about to leave the parish, had been Sir Henry Wilmot's 
tenant for the past eighteen years. 
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Convent of the Holy Name, Morley Road continued

The 1871 census lists the occupants of  Chaddesden Moor House as Francis Nicholas Smith, 
his family and no fewer than nine servants!   The next residents of the house recorded in the  
1881 census were Frederick George Girardot, his wife and their baby son.   Their place was 
later taken by Francis Whinyates and his wife.   In 1901, and now known as Moor House, the 
property  was  home to  Hugh  Bertie  Craven,  a  brewery  manager,  his  wife  and  daughter  ...  
Hobson's 1921 Directory shows them still living there.   Soon afterwards though, they moved to 
Kirk Langley, and in 1922 an event occurred that would bring new occupants to the house, for in  
that year Charles Arthur Carlin (1884 - 1964) married Ethel Lilian Birkin (1874 - 1972).   They 
seem to have bought  Moor House around the time of their marriage and then subsequently 
renamed it as Moor Grange or simply The Grange.

The daughter of Sir Thomas Birkin, a wealthy Nottingham lace manufacturer, Mrs. Carlin had a 
distinguished nursing background.   In the First World War she was matron and Red Cross 
commandant of the Bayley Hospital at Nottingham, and also spent time in Belgium caring for  
soldiers.   Her exceptional war-time service saw her being awarded an OBE (Officer of the 
Order of the British Empire) in 1917.   Both Charles Carlin and his wife were Roman Catholics  
and their house had a private chapel.  As an accomplished artist, Mr. Carlin not only designed 
its altar, but also painted the picture of Our Lady displayed above it.

Mrs Carlin's connections in the Nottingham area probably explain how she and her husband 
became acquainted with Prince Alexander Obolensky (1916-1940), who studied first at the Ashe 
Preparatory School, Etwall, and then Trent College, Long Eaton.   After the 1917 revolution his 
parents fled Russia and settled in London.   From the age of eight, Prince Alexander spent a  
significant amount of time each year with the Carlins, and became a fine athlete, best known for 
his prowess at the game of Rugby.   He joined the RAF, but was tragically killed when his plane 
crashed in Suffolk in 1940.   In 2009 a memorial to Obolensky was unveiled in Ipswich, only a 
few miles from where he met his death.

By  the  1950s  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carlin  were  finding  their 
Chaddesden  home  far  too 
large and in 1957 generously 
gave  it  to  the  Sisters  of  the 
Presentation.    The  Carlins 
moved  to  The  Cottage,  a 
much smaller  property a  little 
to  the  north.    Their  former 
house  was  now  named  The 
Presentation  Convent  
Novitiate, and  in  1961  a 
spacious chapel was added on 
its  west  side  (photograph  on 
left).    In  the  late  1980s  the 
Sisters  of  the  Presentation 
sold  the  Convent  to  the 
Community of the Holy Name, 
who promptly put new building 

work in hand.  The main house was refurbished and old outbuildings and previous extensions 
were demolished to provide room for the new kitchen, refectory and library.   In March 1990 a  
service was held in Derby Cathedral to welcome the Community of the Holy Name upon their 
arrival from Malvern.   Now over a quarter of a century later, the wheel of time has turned full  
circle and it seems likely that the Community of the Holy Name will be departing before too long,  
leaving this interesting old house to face an uncertain future.

© Peter Cholerton, 2018

A more detailed article about the Convent can be seen on the Chaddesden Historical Group website at 
www.chaddesdenhistorygroup.co.uk/single-post/2018/12/05/CONVENT-OF-THE-HOLY-NAME-MORLEY-ROAD
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The Construction of Roe Farm Estate
(at last)

The  depression  of  the  early  1930s 
affected  the  building  trade  throughout 
the  country  to  the  extent  that  council 
house building stopped and it is unlikely that anyone reading this article lives in a house built in 
1932 or 1933.

Unlike the austerity of the 21st century that goes on and on, the cuts in the 1930s only lasted a 
few years.  With the aid of government grants, Derby Town Council was still able to build the 
Morledge Bus Station and the first section of the Outer Ring Road – Broadway, Queensway and  
Kingsway – from Duffield Road to Uttoxeter Road, both opened in 1933 

By 1934, the council was once again planning to build new houses.  It was estimated that 584 
houses were required to replace slums and that most of them would be on the Roe Farm site.  A 
minor boundary extension took place that year when the part of Roe Farm that had been left in  
Shardlow Rural District was transferred to the County Borough.  That involved four fields with a 
total area around 60 acres where Canterbury Street now stands.

The Labour Party regained control of the Derby Town Council in the November 1934 election  
but the only difference between them and the opposition regarding house building was that the  
Conservatives wanted to build a block of flats, similar to that at Exeter Place, on Bridgegate and 
reduce the number of houses at Roe Farm to 501.  In January 1935, Mr Aslin, the Borough 
Architect, was instructed to prepare layout plans for the Roe Farm Estate.

Reports  of  Derby Town Council's  activities in 1935 show how significant a part  the Council  
played in the life of Derby.  A new infrastructure project was reported every month.  With the aid 
of  government  grants,  the  Outer  Ring  Road  was  extended  by  widening  Manor  Road  and 
Warwick Avenue.  The government introduced a five year plan for road building which included 
the  London  Road  to  Nottingham Road  section  of  the  Outer  Ring  Road  (Raynesway)  and 
extending the Inner Ring Road from Morledge to London Road by widening Traffic Street.

As well as building roads and houses, the Council also provided schools, libraries, the museum 
and art gallery, markets, the infectious diseases hospital, water and electricity supply, sewage 
disposal, fire brigade, police, buses and trolleybuses within the Borough.  All of that was co-
ordinated by numerous committees that reported to the council meetings.  With so many of  
those services now provided by separate private companies, today's City Council has nothing 
like the influence of the old Town Council and there is no longer a Borough / City Architect of the 
calibre of Charles Aslin.

Returning to the Roe Farm Estate, Aslin's task was 
not simply to fit 584 houses, at a density of 12 to the 
acre, on the site, most of which slopes downhill to 
the south.  There were several roads, defined in the 
Derby & District  Town Planning Scheme of  1929, 
that crossed the site.  The most important was the 
Outer  Ring  Road,  100  feet  wide,  running  east  – 
west which we know as Max Road, Hereford Road 
and Hampshire Road. Intersecting this road was a 
new  road,  60  feet  wide,  that  linked  Nottingham 
Road  to  the  Outer  Ring  Road  and  continued 
towards Mansfield Road as far as the boundary of 
the town planning area.  These roads were built as 
Wiltshire Road and Perth Street but the latter stops 
short of Mansfield Road. 



The Construction of Roe Farm Estate continued

Two other roads started from outside and entered the estate.  Mayfield Road (described in 
Newsletter  65)  was  the  old  access  road  to  Roe  Farm itself,  upgraded  to  an  estate  road.  
Cardigan Street is the link road with Cowsley Estate.  It seems to have been built without regard 
to the lie of the land, having a gradient of 1 in 8 on the edge of Roe Farm Estate, probably the 
steepest road  in Chaddesden.  It is surprising that the council would build a road so steep when 
cars had less powerful engines and brakes than today, and horse-drawn vehicles were still in 
use.  Older residents may remember the steep part of Cardigan Street as Jennings Hill, named 
after the owners of the chip shop at the top.

All  those  roads  wandering  across  the  Roe 
Farm site as shown on the map on the previous 
page would have led to inefficient use of  the 
land  with  awkward  tapered  building  sites.   
By  separating  the  proposed  crossroads 
junction of the town planning roads, it became 
possible  to  include  a  district  centre  as  a 
centrepiece of the estate as shown by the map 
on the right.

Roe Farm Estate was not the first in Derby to 
have a central feature like Sussex Circus.  The 
Old Sinfin Estate built in 1930 has a similar, but 
smaller, district centre on Shakespeare Street.

Charles Aslin may have brought the concept with him from Sheffield where the Manor Estate  
has a similar two-way, circular road around a green open space in the centre, and the Sheffield 
Outer Ring Road passes through one end.  Whereas the Manor Estate was the first of several  
estates in Sheffield with the roads laid out as concentric circles or ovals, Roe Farm is the only 
circular estate in Derby.  More accurately, the part of the estate north of Hereford Road and Max 
Road is semi-circular (Worcester, Tewkesbury, Winchester, Ripon and Truro Crescents) but that 
part of the estate was not built until around 1950, several years after Mr Aslin had left Derby for 
Hertford.

Aslin's layout for the estate was accepted in February 1935 and tenders for construction were 
invited.  Among those tendering was the council's own Building Works Department, much to the 
annoyance of the Conservatives who believed that the council should not tender for its own 
building work in competition with local builders.

Matters came to a head when tenders for construction of roads and sewers on the new estate 
were received.  The Borough Surveyor's estimates on behalf of the Building Works Department 
were considerably in excess of those received from private contractors. This made headline 
news in the Derby Evening Telegraph on 2 May 1935.  Unfortunately, the Telegraph's report is 
inconsistent making it impossible to determine what the tenders were for or how the estimates 
compared.  The lowest tender was accepted but it was questioned why the Borough Surveyor's 
estimate was so high.  His explanation was that the estimate was based on the use of manual  
labour as the Building Works Department lacked a mechanical excavator as would be used by 
the private contractor. 

The Building Works Department did better with a tender to build 393 of the houses at a cost of  
£113,102  (that  really  was  the  total  cost,  not  the  cost  per  house)  which  was  accepted  in 
November 1935.  The Ministry of Health approved a 60 year loan for that amount at an annual 
interest rate of 4%.

Roe Farm itself last appears in the electoral register for 1935-36.  It is assumed that farmer  
Harold Ford was given notice to leave at the end of the 1935 growing season and that the farm 
buildings were demolished in 1936, unfortunately without keeping a photographic record.

Peter Barnes



The Old Derby Prints

In early 2008 the Roebuck Inn on Amy Street, California, opposite 
the  end  of  Stockbrook  Street,  was  demolished.   It  has  been 
replaced by a three-storey building, named Roebuck Court, having 
two shops on the ground floor and 13 flats above.

Various items were salvaged from the building, among which were 
eight  pictures  of  old  Derby.   They included  views  of  St  Peter’s 
Street,  the  Midland railway station,  Victoria  Street,  Burton  Road 
tram terminus,  the  Corn  Market,  London  Road,  and  two  of  the 
Market  Place.   All  were  glass  fronted  and  some had  elaborate 
frames.

Some years later these same pictures were rescued by a member of the Chaddesden Historical  
Group,  from a  skip  on  Morley  Road.  They  were  examined  by  a  panel  of  experts  !!!  who 
concluded that they appeared to range in date from around 1900 to 1960.  They were in decent 
condition and for the time being they were put into storage.

None had any particular  relevance to  Chaddesden,  so it  was decided after  a few years to 
enquire if any establishment in Derby could give them a good home.  Various possible recipients 
were contacted, but all enquires proved to be unsuccessful.

Then we heard of a new ward being set up at the London Road Community Hospital. Contact  
was made and arrangements put in place for the prints to be transported over. We understand 
they are now being talked about and enjoyed by patients and families in the new Dementia  
Ward at the old DRI.

It is encouraging for us to know that they are being used by the community.  After all these years 
they at last have found a good home.

Deryck Morley

Two of the Old Derby prints.  Left: Market Place Turn Round, painting by Colin Wright.
Right: Hand coloured photograph entitled Cornmarket, Derby, photographer unknown.  

The Roebuck Inn
photo: Michael V S Hardiman & 

Associates Ltd

Disclaimer
The Chaddesden Historical Group does not guarantee the accuracy of items published in this 
newsletter. While every attempt has been made to trace the original ownership of photographs 
and maps, we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Our thanks go  
to our contributors,  Derby Local  Studies Library,  Derby Telegraph, Peter Cholerton for proof 
reading and West Park School for printing.



Wagon Repair Workshop Update
The planning  application  to  demolish  the 
Wagon  Repair  Workshop,  reported  in 
Newsletter  63,  was  refused  by  the  City 
Council  at  the  end  of  November  for 
reasons related to road traffic in the vicinity 
and not the history of the building.

The  documents  (there  are  99  of  them!) 
associated  with  the  planning  application 
may be seen on the Council's  web site 
using the planning reference 12/17/01643. 

This leaves the future of the workshop as uncertain as before.

Peter Barnes

Reginald Road and Maine Drive
The map, traced from the 1947 revision of the OS map, shows Reginald Road, still in two parts, 
in its original planned form as a road from Nottingham Road to Wilsthorpe Road.  A new road, 
Maine  Drive,  had  been  built  to  the  north  of  Chaddesden  Park  to  give  access  to  the  new 
Chaddesden Hall Estate.  Does it look as though the intention was to demolish the cottages, 
129 and 131 Chaddesden Lane, then build a continuation of Maine Drive to Reginald Road, or  
even to Chaddesden Park Road?

Instead, Reginald Road was extended to join Chaddesden Lane, making it  the only road in 
Chaddesden with three ends.  (You may consider Reginald Road North to be a separate road, 
but its houses are numbered in the same series as the rest of Reginald Road.)

The consequence of having a short section of Chaddesden Lane join Reginald Road and Maine 
Drive, is that part of Chaddesden Lane carries more traffic than the rest.  It was not resurfaced  
along with the rest of Chaddesden Lane a few years ago and is overdue for repairs.

Derby City Council has announced this programme of work applying the yellow coloured area:

Week commencing 11 February – the contractor (Eurovia Infrastructure Ltd) setting up on site.
Saturday 16 February to Sunday 24 February – full closure to complete drainage work, to repair 
the culvert for the full length of the closure (Reginald Road South to Maine Drive).

Thursday 11 April to Sunday 28 April – full closure to complete any remaining drainage work,  
also resurfacing Chaddesden Lane, including the roundabout and into Maine Drive, up to the 
doctor’s surgery.  This will include partial reconstruction of the road.

Fortunately, neither of the closures coincides with our monthly meetings at the Jubilee Club, but 
it will be worth while to note the dates if you are a user of Chaddesden Lane on other days.


