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Our  April  2012  newsletter  included  an  article 
“End of the Road for Felix” to mark the end of 
the  Black  Cat  bus  through  Chaddesden 
operated by Felix Bus Service of Stanley on 28 
January that year.

In accordance with the will of Norman Frost, the 
founder of the company, that the business was 
not to be sold to Trent, the new operator was 
Notts  &  Derby  Traction.  To  emphasise  the 
separation,  the  Notts  &  Derby  buses  carried 
route number 11 and inter-availability of tickets 
ended – it was no longer permitted to use the 
return half of a ticket issued by one company on 
the buses of the other.  The half hourly service 
was turned into two separate hourly services as 
a result.

The one journey per hour on the Ilkeston Flyer, 
that passes through Chaddesden non stop on 
Brian  Clough  Way,  was  also  transferred  from 
Felix to Notts & Derby in January 2012.  That 
journey was the first to go when YourBus began 
their  competing  Y3  route  between  Derby, 
Ilkeston and Cotmanhay.  There is now a best 
ever 8 fast buses per hour between Derby and 
Ilkeston, 4 each operated by Trent Barton and 
YourBus.

Notts  &  Derby pulled  out  completely  from 22 
July 2018 leaving Morley Road residents with 
just  one Trent  Barton  Black Cat  bus an hour 
which, incidentally. is no longer black since the 
buses  painted  for  the  route  have  been 
withdrawn.  Route 11 still runs in the evenings 
and on Sundays when the Black Cat does not. 
Those few remaining journeys are operated by 
YourBus under contract to Derby City Council 
and Derbyshire County Council.

Three  photographs  on  the  left  showing  the 
number 11 bus on Chaddesden Lane during its 
final week of operation.  The scrolling electronic 
destination display has defeated the camera!
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End of the Road for the Successor to Felix
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HOME  DELIVERIES
While I was growing up in Chaddesden in the 50s and 60s, delivery vans were part of everyday 
life, especially those of Derby Co-op.  With no car or nearby shops and a long walk to the 
nearest bus stop, delivery vans provided our day to day essentials.

The milk float is still seen on the street today, but now sells a variety of items.  In the past it was 
limited to dairy products and milk was sold in bottles.  The type of milk being shown by the milk  
bottle top, whole milk being silver. Many children, including myself, collected the tops in aid of 
Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

The bread van called several times a week, 
selling mainly white bread as can be seen in 
the picture.
Another regular visitor was the greengrocer, 
providing fresh vegetables, many grown on 
the Co-op Farm on the fields between 
Chaddesden and Spondon. 

The Co-op mobile butcher visited each week. At 
this  time  no  one  had  fridges  or  freezers,  so 
meat could only be kept for a short  time in a 
meat safe.

A weekly visitor was the Co-op Mobile Grocery 
van, where you used to take your order book and 
stock up on essentials.  Hopefully timing your 
visit so that you didn’t have to queue outside in 
the cold. 
Other delivery vans included the fish man “fresh 
from  Grimsby”:  a  Corona  pop  man,  delivering 
from the depot in Parcel Terrace.  This was a real 
treat,  as the minimum order was for four  bottles,  so saved for  special  occasions.   Another 
summer visitor was the ice cream man, in those days there was no soft ice cream and a special 
device was used to make ice cream wafers. The rag and bone man and the knife sharpener 
man were occasional visitors. As was the coal man, no smoke control in those days.
At this time houses were heated by coal fires, so each house had a coal shed or bunker. These 
were stocked up in summer when coal was cheaper. In order to bank up the fire overnight it was 
essential to buy a bag of coal slack, in the morning raking out the ashes to spread over the 
paths when they were icy.

Jean Moss (photographs used with the permission of Derby Co-op Historical Group)



The Architect of Roe Farm Estate

Newsletter 64 described how the Borough Architect had been instructed to prepare a layout of 
the new Roe Farm Estate in May 1931 before a change of political  control  at  Derby Town 
Council stopped the planned construction of the estate at the end of that year.

Council house building in Derby did not stop completely but the only new building in 1932-33 
was a small scheme on the site of Andrew Handyside's Duke Street Foundry, itself a casualty of 
the depression.  Other public building work did continue, notably the Central Area Improvement 
Scheme and Derby has several fine public buildings from the 1930s that can be attributed to the 
Borough Architect.

Who was this council officer?  Before 1929 there was no such person as the Borough Architect.  
Public  buildings,  what  few there were in  the 1920s,  were the responsibility  of  the Borough 
Engineer and Borough Surveyor.  Private architects were consulted as necessary for work on 
public schemes.

In January 1928, the Sites and Building Committee of the Education Committee recommended 
the  appointment  of  a  borough  architect  with  equipment  and  staff  to  prepare  plans  and 
superintend building works.  It took until October 1928 for the council to agree the appointment.  
The starting salary was to be £750 per annum, with annual increments of £50 to a maximum of 
£1,000.  It was a generous offer resulting in over 150 applications including several architectural 
assistants from the Borough Surveyor's Deparment.

Seven applicants were interviewed on 22 November 1928 and the 
successful candidate was announced that same day – Mr Charles 
Herbert Aslin, who then held the post of Deputy County Architect 
with Hampshire County Council.

Charles Aslin was born at Ecclesfield, Sheffield on 15 December 
1893,  the  younger  son  of  Arthur  William  (a  foreman  in  a 
steelworks)  and  Louisa  Aslin.   He  was  educated  at  Sheffield 
Central  School  and  then  articled  to  a  private  architect  in 
connection  with  a  course in  the  Department  of  Architecture  at 
Sheffield University.

His career was interrupted by the First World War during which he 
reached the rank of captain in the Royal Artillery. 

Returning to civilian life in 1919, he became an assistant to the 
Sheffield  city  architect.  From  1922  he  was  the  deputy  to  the 
borough  architect  of  Rotherham.   In  addition,  he  returned  to 
Sheffield University as a part  time lecturer on construction and 
design.  In 1926 he moved to Winchester to become the Deputy 
County Architect.

Aslin's status was emphasised when he moved to Derby early in 1929 to occupy offices vacated 
by the Borough Surveyor whose department moved to premises in Tenant Street.  Several of  
the Borough Surveyor's staff were transferred to the new Borough Architect's department.

Aslin is remembered for the Central Area Improvement Scheme which gave Derby the River  
Gardens, Morledge Bus Station, open market, Magistrates Court and Council House in place of 
a jumble of property, much of it old and dilapidated, that had lined Derby's riverside.

He is less well remembered for nearly 3,000 council houses that were built in the 10 years 
before the Second World War at Roe Farm, Alvaston, Normanton and Sinfin, as well as Roe 
Farm School, Homelands Secondary and other schools.

He left Derby in May 1945 to become the first County Architect for Hertfordshire which post he 
held until retirement in 1958.   He was president of the Royal Institute of British Architects in  
1954-56.  Charles Aslin died in Hertford in 1959.
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Disclaimer

The Chaddesden Historical Group does not guarantee the accuracy of items published in this newsletter. 
While  every attempt  has been made to trace the original  ownership  of  photographs and maps,  we 
apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Our thanks go to our contributors, 
Derby Local Studies Library, Derby Telegraph, Peter Cholerton for proof reading and West Park School 
for printing.

A Question of Mathematics – Answer to the Problem 
set in Newsletter 65

The Silk Mill at Derby contains 26,586 Wheels, and 97,746 
Movements, which wind off or throw 73,726 Yards of Silk 
every Time the great Water Wheel, which gives Motion to 
all the Rest, goes about, which is three times in a Minute. 
The Question is, how many Yards of Silk may be thrown 
by this Machine in a Day, reckoning Ten Hours to a Day's 
Work? and how many in the Compass of a Year, deducting 
for  Sundays  and  great  Holidays,  63  Days,  provided  no 
Part of it stands still?

    73,726 yards/revolution
       x                 3 rev/min  

   221,178 yards/min
       x    60 min/hour

        13,270,680 yards/hour
       x    10 hours/working day

      132,706,800 yards/day
    x (365-63) working days/year

40,077,453,600 yards/year
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The Other Wilmot Avenue

While looking through planning applications for Lime Grove at Derby Local Studies Library, I  
found a plan, dated October 1928, which showed a new road named  Wilmot Avenue, 370 feet 
from Nottingham Road.  The first thought was that a document for Wilmot Avenue off Highfield  
Lane was in the wrong box, but this was clearly a plan for houses on Lime Grove, Spondon.

It should be explained that Lime Grove was in Spondon parish until 1968 when the Outer Ring 
Road became the boundary between Chaddesden and Spondon wards.  The old boundary is 
still marked by the end-on junction of  Nottingham Road and Derby Road.

The apparent  error  was explained when another  plan  was found,  this  one dated 1935 and 
showing Wilmot Avenue – crossed out - St John's Avenue.

The new road extended from Lime Grove to Cleveland Avenue which took it across the parish 
boundary into Chaddesden, resulting in two roads in Chaddesden both named Wilmot Avenue 
after the former landowners, the Wilmot farmily of Chaddesden Hall.  To avoid confusion, Wilmot 

Avenue,  Spondon  was  renamed  St  John's 
Avenue.

Left:  St  John's  Avenue,  looking  towards 
Spondon.  The  parish  boundary  passed 
through house no 17, which is second from 
left in the photo. Most of the houses pictured 
were built in the late 1920s by a speculative 
builder, Pickard, 64 Beeston Road, Dunkirk, 
Nottingham.
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