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The upper photograph is the view seen by drivers approaching Max Road from Chaddesden 
Park Road in the spring with a flowering cherry tree outside houses 102 and 100.  A cropped 
version of this photo appeared as a mystery location in the last newsletter.  Most people named 
the road as Max Road.  Well done if you identified the exact location as the Chaddesden Park  
Road junction.  Can you name the road* visible in the distance on the left between houses 104  
and 102?

The lower  photo  is  a  winter  view at  the 
same location looking down the hill toward 
Wood  Road.  The  Max  Road  name  sign 
can  be  seen  facing  Chaddesden  Park 
Road which joins from the right.

Clumps of  the  parasitic  evergreen shrub 
mistletoe can be seen on the tree by the 
junction.  Mistletoe grows on several trees 
along Max Road.  It is clearly visible in the 
winter  but  hidden  by  tree  leaves  in  the 
summer.

There is more on Max Road inside.

*  The  road  visible  in  the  background  is 
Haydn Road.Photos: Peter Barnes



Max Road – a Road from Nowhere to Nowhere?

Has the thought occurred to you that Max Road is a road from nowhere to nowhere?  Neither 
Wood Road shops nor Sussex Circus are major commercial centres, yet they are linked by a 
long straight road that connects with no major roads and has the appearance of a vanity project  
by Max Nepolski, the builder of much of the estate  in naming the most impressive road after 
himself.
There is more to it than that.  Max Road first appears on a map of roads  that was drawn as part 
of the Derby and District Town Planning Scheme1.  Town Planning Roads 1 – 4, each 100 feet 
(30 metres) wide were to be the four quadrants of the Derby Outer Ring Road.  The southern 
half of the Ring Road from Duffield Road to Shardlow Road was built as planned.

The northern half was very different as the Derwent valley between Alvaston and Spondon was 
then subject to periodic flooding.  The planners chose a more easterly route around the edge of  
Elvaston Park to a five way junction at Shacklecross (Borrowash) and then heading westward 
across Brunswood Farm, Spondon and Brook Farm, Chaddesden to cross Morley Road near 
Oakridge.  Willetts Road would have been the link between Morley Road and Wood Road, and  
so  to  Max  Road,  Hereford  Road  and  Hampshire  Road  which  would  continue  the  Ring  to 
Mansfield Road.
Completing the Ring Road would be tricky as Darley Park had been gifted by the Evans family 
to the Borough of Derby in 1929 with the condition that building should not take place on the 
land.  As a result,  Darley Park remains in its natural state and is not split by an extension of  
Darley Park Drive as the Outer Ring Road, nor has it been nibbled away at the edges to make 
house building plots as at Chaddesden Park.
The planners' workaround was for the Ring Road to follow the edge of the park, along the line of 
Darley Grove to a bridge over the Derwent at the end of Old Chester Road.  A widened Old  
Chester Road would have completed the Ring to the Coach and Horses junction of Alfreton and 
Mansfield Roads.

This  extract  from  a  map2 held  at  Derby  Local  Studies 
Library and  reproduced  with  permission  shows that  the 
planned width of this section of the Outer Ring Road had 
been reduced to 60 feet (20 metres) by the early 1930s.

On the map the road running north – south is Wood Road, 
sometimes referred to as Wood Lane.  The cul-de-sac with 
Shardlow Rural  District  Council  housing 1932 is  Stoney 
Flatts  Crescent.   Two  pairs  of  council  houses  have 
frontage on Willetts  Road  as  they still  do.   Max Road 
would be the road going west (to the left).  The wavy line 
across the middle of the proposed crossroads is a field 
drainage  ditch,  since  dried  up  now  that  surface  water 
drainage is handled by the drains in the streets.

Users  of  the  Outer  Ring  Road  will  be  familiar  with  the 
changes in width; some parts are dual carriageway, others 
only single as standards have changed over the years.  It 
is  certainly possible to  fit  a  dual  carriageway in 60 feet 
width but there would be little room for extras like grass 
verges planted with trees and certainly no room for service 
roads.

Max Road made its  first  appearance on the  ground as 
against  on  paper  in  1936  following  the  approval  of  a 
planning application3  for the first part of the Wood Lane 

Estate.  There were to be 25 pairs of semi-detached houses on both sides of a new road, 36  
feet (12 metres) wide which we know as Rupert Road,  13 pairs of houses on the odd numbered 
(south) side of Max Road and 4 pairs of houses on Wood Lane between Rupert Road and Max 
Road. 



Max Road

The planning application was in the name of M. Nepolski, 44 Parliament Street, Nottingham. 
Max Nepolski (c.1860 - 1945) was an established builder in the Nottingham area whose story 
has already been told in this newsletter4.  His firm was completing an estate at Beeston Rylands 
at the time that work began at Chaddesden.

By  the  beginning  of  1938  150  houses  had  been  completed  on  Max  Road  almost  to  the 
boundary with the Borough of Derby and construction of the estate to the north of Max Road – 
Buxton Road, Marjorie Road etc. was well advanced.  One can imagine that, if house building 
had not been stopped by the outbreak of war, Oakwood would have been built twenty years 
earlier than it was.

It would have been a very dull estate with rows of identical houses.  In the words of the popular  
song, “little boxes... all the same”.  There were no shops, pubs, green open spaces, play areas 
and all the other features that make a community.

The first  omission was corrected in April  1937 with  a planning application5 for  six shops to 
replace the eight houses on Wood Lane between Rupert Road and Max Road.  A postcard 
enclosed with the plans states that work began on 3 August 1937 so it is likely that the shops 
were open for business by Christmas.

Roe Farm Hotel, Spinners and The Rhino

At the top of the hill  on Max Road and just short  of  the Derby borough boundary,  Offiler's  
Brewery had bought the land on the north side of the road and contrived to have a restrictive 
covenant placed on a “ransom strip” of land opposite to prevent building. Stretton's Brewery 
owned the land behind but they had no access to Max Road.  On 4 February 1938, Derby 
County Licensing Sessions heard provisional licence applications from Offiler's whose premises 
were to be known as the Roe Farm Hotel and Stretton's who proposed the name Spinners.  
Both breweries were positioning themselves ready for the anticipated increase in traffic when 
Max Road became part of the Outer Ring Road but both applications were rejected.

Nothing more is heard of Offiler's at this location but Stretton's were back later in 1938 with a 
plan6 for a residential hotel which was approved on 30 December 1938.  A handwritten note on 
the plans stated that work had not started on 12 February 1940 and the approval lapsed during 
the war.  It would be another twenty years before the short lived Rhino pub was built on the site.  
The Rhino was demolished in 2011/12 and eleven houses7 on a road with the uninspiring name 
of Holmegate Close now stand there.

The western boundary of Stretton's site was the boundary of the Borough of Derby and, years 
before Max Road was built, it had been the line of the Stanley Colliery tramway.  Even today the 
line of the tramway is preserved in the direction of some garden fences on the south side of 
Max Road.  A post on each side of Max Road marked the actual boundary.

The pre-war Ordnance Survey map8 names the road within Derby as Hereford Road but that 
was actually the name of the road on the other side of Sussex Circus.  When houses were built  
after the war they were given Max Road addresses  up to numbers 229 and 274 at Sussex 
Circus. 
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Max Road

Raynesway – the gap closes

Completion of the Outer Ring Road came a step nearer with the opening of the Alvaston – 
Spondon section on 29 September 1938.  This direct route was possible following completion of 
the Riverlands Improvement Scheme in which the river had been straightened and its channel 
deepened downstream from the Five Arches railway bridge to Borrowash.
In a speech made by Alderman Raynes following the opening of the road that bears his name 
he stated that just over eight miles of the Outer Ring Road had then been constructed.  There 
remained about 1½ miles of new road to be provided, and an equal distance of existing highway 
to be widened and the ring road would be complete.
House building soon resumed after the war.  By 1948 Derby Corporation houses lined both 
sides of Max Road at the Sussex Circus end apart from a gap on the north side that would be 
filled by a sheltered housing scheme a few years later.  It was the Utility era; the houses were  
functional but plain in comparison to the pre-war “little boxes” that feature ornamental brickwork 
and are not all the same when inspected closely.  There were no extras like grass verges and 
tree planting.  Max Road at this end seems narrower than than at the Wood Road end because 
the houses have extra-long front gardens that would have to be sacrificed when the Outer Ring  
Road came that way.
As evidence that completion of the Outer Ring Road was still intended, when the Chaddesden 
Hall “American” Estate was built in the 1950s, the route for the Ring Road was preserved with 
the curvature of Oregon Way, the outer road of the estate, alongside the route of the future Ring 
Road.  However, no construction took place and Alderman Raynes died on 30 January 1966 at 
the age of 95 without seeing his project completed.

Acorn Way
Completion came a little nearer with the extension of the A38 Queensway and Abbey Hill to 
Alfreton Road, and the construction of  Acorn Way as a link road between Raynesway and 
Oakwood.  From that time Max Road was no longer a potential Outer Ring Road, the volume of 
road traffic  having increased so much that  the road width set  in  the 1930s was no longer 
adequate.
No proposal has been made to complete the Ring with a road through Oakwood and Breadsall.  
It was only when Brian Clough Way was opened in May 1980 and then Sir Frank Whittle Road 
was built that there was a substitute for the missing section of the Ring Road.
Recent figures produced by the D2N2 Partnership9 state that, on average, 72,790 vehicles daily 
use the area around the A52 Wyvern Way junctions although it is not clear how many of those 
are Ring Road traffic travelling between Raynesway and Alfreton Road.  We can be grateful that 
Alderman Raynes' plan was not fulfilled and that Ring Road traffic goes around the estate and 
not through it.
A quirk  of  the  21st century:  users  of  satellite  navigation  may find  that  the  lady who  gives 
directions helpfully expands the abbreviation and tells you to “turn right into Maximum Road!”
Peter Barnes. 



The  last  newsletter  mentioned  Jonathan 
Foottit who claimed to have found part of the 
track of the Stanley colliery tramway buried 
in his garden.  Mr Footit's house was found 
to  be  at  the  top  of  Francis  Street  so 
whatever he had found was not in its original 
location as the tramway went no further than 
the top of Walpole Street.  The map, based 
on  the  Ordnance  Survey  1:2500  map 
revised  in  1899  and  published  in  1901 
shows the layout at the Chaddesden end of 
the tramway.

The  track  continued  across  what  is  now 
Hillcrest Road to a brickworks at the top of 
Walpole Street ending at what appear to be 
five brick kilns.

Beyond  that  the  ground  slopes  steeply 
downhill.  It would have been easy, too easy, 
to get loaded coal wagons down the slope 
but not so easy to get the empties  (or the 
remains!) back up the hill.

John  Crosby and  Peter  Barnes  visited  Mr 
Foottit  to  see if  he really had found some 
tramway  rail  that  had  not  been  salvaged 
along with the rest when the line was lifted in 
1917.

We were shown some lengths of rolled steel 
section as shown in the photo but it was not 
tramway rail.

What do we think it  was?  The most likely 
explanation,  given  that  Mr  Foottit's  house 
was  built  in  1930,  was  that  it  was  the 
remains of a wartime air raid shelter of the 
Anderson pattern.

Anderson  shelters  were  made  from 
corrugated iron  formed into an  arch which 
was half buried in the ground.  The soil that 
had been dug out was then thrown on top of 
the  shelter  as  added  protection  against 
bomb  blast.   The  steel  sections  that  had 
been dug up were the base of the shelter 
that  joined  the  corrugated  iron  sheets 
together.

To  complicate  matters  the  floor  of  the 
shelter, if it had been a shelter,  was paved 
with blue bricks and there was some coal on 
top of the bricks, hence the possible colliery 
connection.  Had the shelter been used as 
an  underground  coal  store  after  the  war? 
Can  anybody  come  up  with  a  better 
explanation?

Mr Foottit's Tramway



Meetings

Thursday 2 November
Heanor Grammar School

Speaker: Robert Mee
Thursday 14 December (2nd Thursday)

Christmas Party starting at 11:00
Entertainment: Bob Massey

Music Hall on Film
Members Only

£3 per person payable in advance
Our first meeting in 2018 will be on

Thursday 4 January
Further information from Linda Crosby,

phone: (01332) 676425,
email: landj1946@gmail.com

Disclaimer
The Chaddesden Historical Group does not guarantee the accuracy of items published in this 
newsletter. While every attempt has been made to trace the original ownership of photographs 
and maps, we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Our thanks go  
to our contributors as named, Derby Local Studies Library, Derby Telegraph, Peter Cholerton for 
proof reading and West Park School for printing.

Contributions to the Newsletter
Please send contributions to the Editor, Peter Barnes

email: northwoodave14@hotmail.co.uk phone (01332) 673234

The Committee

President Tony Bowler

Chairman John Crosby

Deputy Chairman Pam Helm

Secretary Linda Crosby

Treasurer Deryck Morley

Archivist Margaret Poyser

Editor Peter Barnes

Committee 
Members 

Pam Bowler
Beryl Lawrence
Brian Calladine
Maureen Gregory

Nottingham Road Cemetery

Not the last resting place of the family pet.  Peter Cholerton photographed this little stone in zone 
B4 of the Cemetery.  It is one of a series  that marked the boundary between consecrated and 
unconsecrated land.   CONSECRATED can be made out in raised lettering in the enlargement. 
Suicides, Catholics and non-believers were buried on the unconsecrated side.  Fortunately we 
are more inclusive these days.


