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Can you remember this view of Chaddesden Park? A copy of this photograph was donated to our archives by  Janet 

Baker to whom we are very grateful. 

 
 

Editorial. 

At the end of March this year our chairman, Tony Bowler, had to announce his retirement from the post.  Tony set 

up the history group in 2006 having noticed a requirement for such an organisation.  Tony’s first task was to find 

somewhere to hold our monthly meetings and through his contacts with the Jubilee Club an arrangement was made 

that still stands to this day.  From an initial membership of about 30 people we now have nearly three times that 

number with new members still joining.  With the support of the committee Tony steered our group into the world 

of the internet, face book and email that form a major part of making our history of Chaddesden available to a very 

large audience.  We now have contact with ex Chaddesden folk in New Zealand, South Africa, USA and Canada as 

well as many parts of the UK who send us articles and memories of a time when Chaddesden was a little different 

from how it is now.   

At our 2012 AGM Tony was unanimously elected to the post of Honorary Lifetime President in recognition of his 

service to the group as well as being our founder.  A ballot of our membership was also instigated and at a meeting 

on the 3rd of May 2012 Andrew Bailey, our archivist, was elected to the post of chairman.  Andrew was instrumental 

in setting up our archives and our website and along with the support of a strong and capable committee, including 

four additional new members, he is looking forward to helping steer the Chaddesden Historical Group through the 

next phase of its development.  John Crosby has agreed to continue as our Vice Chairman.  AJB . 
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My house : Through the eyes of a child 

 

The house that I lived in as a child was a prefab built in the late 1940’s. I believe they were of Canadian design. At 

Cavendish Close school when a teacher asked pupils what materials their houses were built of most replied  ‘made of 

bricks Miss’, the correct answer! At this point I put up my hand up and said  ‘ but mine isn’t Miss!’ She then asked me 

what my house was made of. I replied ‘I live in a tin house...well half of it is’. Teacher then asked me what the rest of 

the house was made of...oh dear how would I explain this? After thinking hard I said ‘well the top half is tin and the 

bottom half is.....erm the bottom half is made of that hard concretey stuff that you can easily scrape your skin off 

on!’ I hadn’t heard of pebbledash in those days but I still remember the pain of colliding with bare arms along the 

wall when going too fast negotiating the corner path on my red and yellow Tri-ang scooter! I used to think my house 

must be strong because although it wasn’t made of bricks it was better than the houses made of straw or sticks by 

the three little pigs! 

The above photo shows Gertrude Road. I lived round the corner on the right in Cromford Road. It looks like our 

houses had yet to be built in this photo. I actually remember as a toddler, being in our new house in about 1955. I 

was looking out of the low window in the front room. This photo brings back memories of all our neighbours and 

friends. When our parents gave permission, children were allowed to play outside. The paving slabs (see photo) were 

brilliant for playing hopscotch and skipping on. We would get told off for jumping up and down on the ‘manhole 

cover’ as seen on right hand bend ( or is it personhole today)! Neighbours kept an eye on us, if we had been chalking 

on the pavements by making us clean it off  and warning us about climbing the lampposts. We were told not to sit on 

cold pavements because we would get “piles”........piles of what we wondered? 

Mary Adelman.  

 
Italian prisoners of war built the foundations to these properties during World War II. Whilst working on these 

houses they also made toys to give to local children. 

Contact Us 

Andrew Bailey, Chairman and Editor 01332 665333 or andrewjbailey50@btinternet.com 

Linda Crosby, Group Secretary01332 676425 or linda.crosby2@ntlworld.com 

 Disclaimer. 
Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this Newsletter we 

apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Neither the editor nor committee of Chaddesden Historical 

Group guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for publication in this newsletter. The Committee wish to thank West Park 

School, Derby Local Studies Library and Derby Telegraph for their continued support in the production of this newsletter. AJB 
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The Wilmot Plate. 

 

Some years ago now I was browsing around a local antique fair, and chanced upon a pretty Crown Derby plate and 

to my surprise I found the pattern was called Wilmot.  On enquiry the stallholder told me the following story;- 

Sir Henry Wilmot of Chaddesden Hall was to be presented with a china service from Crown Derby in recognition of 

his distinguished military career.  Wanting the design to be a surprise, they asked his wife if she had any particular 

preference, whereupon she instructed her maid to snip a piece off the hem of her petticoat and this was sent to 

Crown Derby who replicated the design on the china and, of course, the only possible name for this pattern was 

‘Wilmot’ 

I thought this was a very nice story but didn’t pursue it at the time, until much more recently, when Shirley Smith 

and I approached the Curator of Royal Crown Derby Museum and she agreed to research the history of the pattern 

in their archives. 

Sir Henry and his wife Charlotte Cecelia, nee Pares, were childless and after his death in 1901 he was succeeded by 

his nephew  Ralph  who died in 1918 of TB contracted in France early in WW1. 

I now have several small plates in the ‘Wilmot’ pattern, however, this one with the gilding is by far the nicest.  Not all 

were gilded in this way, and the pattern was not compulsorily registered until the 2nd of January 1883.  It is no longer 

in production.  Unfortunately it has not been possible to find a record of the date it was presented to Sir Henry 

despite a search of the Local Studies Library by myself.  We only know, as stated in a letter from Royal Crown Derby,  

that the presentation was made after his eventual return to Chaddesden following his military service. 

 

This article was written by Pam Helm and she has kindly donated the plate and its letter of provenance from The 

Royal Crown Derby Museum to our archives. AJB. 

                                                                                                           

        This Royal Crown Derby marking indicates a date of 1888.    

 

The National Brewery Museum. 

On Thursday April 12th the group enjoyed a visit to the National Brewery Museum in Burton on Trent.  The weather 

was not kind to us but that did not stop us having a most enjoyable and entertaining morning in the care of our 

guide, Ian Hingley.   Ian was on form as usual and his grandson was on hand to help out and keep him in line.  Ian 

explained the history of not only brewing in Burton but also the history of the site including its eventual break up 

into a complex now owned by several companies.  His explanation regarding the importing of labour from the 

Norfolk area and the treatment these men received was especially interesting and certainly added to a most 

entertaining and informative morning. 

AJB.  
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The Coffin Road. 
On the outside of the north wall of Chaddesden churchyard you will find a narrow, well traversed path, leading down to the car 

park.  The history of this path dates back to at least the 13th century and up until 1347 it was a vital part of life, and death, in 

Chaddesden. 

Prior to 1347 the good folk of Chaddesden could not be buried in their own churchyard because there wasn’t one but had to be 

taken to Spondon for burial in what was then, the closest church.  Thus the Coffin Road came into being and that narrow path is 

the start of it. It’s route passed down the side of our present church, across what is now the car park and then up the side of the 

allotments on its way across the fields to Spondon.  It arrived in that village somewhere close to where West Park School now 

stands and then continued on its way to the church. Now this was a long way to go to be put to bed with a shovel and 

remember, this was before the days of the Felix Bus Company. 

Several factors combined to force a rethink on this situation and one of the greatest of these was the brook that flowed through 

the park.  In those days it was not the well tamed home to Ducks, Kingfishers and our mischievous little dog that we see today 

but a much deeper waterway that was prone to extensive flooding, in fact, this ability to flood was maintained well into the 20
th

 

century but it didn’t cause the problems that it did back then. In the 13th century this rather inconvenient flooding resulted in 

mourners not being able to get the coffins of their dearly departed across the park to Spondon for burial and the result was a 

logjam of coffins stuck on the Chaddesden side waiting for the waters to subside before the journey could be completed.  

Remember, Moses had long since been and gone by this time and the sight of a queue of ex residents waiting to cross to their 

final resting place was rather disturbing for the hardworking people of Chaddesden. 

The Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, Roger Northburgh, who had control over such matters, was contacted and made aware of 

the situation and he issued authority for the people of Chaddesden to be buried in what became their own church. This however 

was on the understanding that the burial fees were still paid to the vicar of Spondon but that’s another story.  This all happened 

in 1347 and the churchyard was eventually closed for new burials in 1993.   

This is a light hearted look at a piece of Chaddesden’s rich history and if you read the very comprehensive and well written 

history of the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Chaddesden, by Peter Cholerton, you will find it includes reference to the Coffin 

Road.  Thanks must go to Peter whose book confirmed certain dates  as well as the name of the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield. 

AJB 

 Remaining Group Visits Planned for 2012 

JOHN TAYLOR BELL FOUNDRY LOUGHBOROUGH. 

Thursday 21ST JUNE 12.30pm from the Jubilee Club for a fascinating 

afternoon looking into this ancient tradition. Hopefully they will be 

casting on the day. 

We will be hiring a coach to take members to this event which will be 

subsidised from funds. I will arrange car parking at the Jubilee for 

members wishing to leave their cars there.  

Cost £8 for the tour.  Coach money to be advised. 

HADDON HALL 

Thursday 12TH JULY 11.00am for 1½ hour Guided Tour of this lovely Hall. 

Restaurant will be open for refreshments before return journey.  Cost 

£11.50 payable July meeting. 

If you are not able to attend the monthly meeting on any of the above 

dates when payment is due please pay for your visit in advance.   If you 

are a car driver and can offer a lift to those members who do not drive 

please let me know. 

Linda. 

Recent Presentations. 

On Thursday May10th the archive team gave a short 

presentation to the Green Flag judges during their visit to 

Chaddesden Park, this focused on the Parks long history. 

On Saturday May 12th a picture display also showing the history 

of Chaddesden Park was set up at the Chaddesden WI Spring 

Fair.  These events both proved to be very popular. AJB. 


