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Another picture from the Derek Palmer collection.  Nottingham Road in the 50's. 

 

Editorial. 

 

Yet another busy time for the archives team with trips to the printer trying to get the first two books finalised.  Self 

publishing involves quite a learning curve, let's hope it was all worth it.  Chaddesden Park has been awarded Green 

Flag status for the third year running.  As a leisure facility the park has really come alive this year and this is despite 

the disintegration of the Friends of Chaddesden Park as a support group.  On the housekeeping side work is ongoing 

to catalogue and digitise our archive collection and a meeting is planned to overhaul the  website to cope with its 

unprecedented success.   From its original design of 4 years ago we are now averaging 60,000 hits a month and it 

boasts some 300 individual and interesting  items in a wide range of categories.  I am a firm believer in the 'If it ain't 

broke, don't fix it' policy so the format will remain basically the same but the technical side will be updated.   We are 

busy uploading the 'All our Schools-All our Stories'  posts  at the moment which is another of the Groundwork 

projects  involving both Lees Brook and Cherry Tree Hill Schools.  As you know next year is the centenary 

commemoration of the outbreak of  WW1 and the archive team are planning an Archive Day in the autumn of 2014 

with the run up to, the effect and the aftermath of this event as its theme.  Any of our members who would like to 

be actively involved in the project should come and talk to Rita or Andrew.   We are certainly not short of display 

boards so why not try your hand at getting involved by building your own display? AJB. 
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Our Schools – Our Stories 
 

Two of Chaddesden’s Schools are taking part in a project called ‘Our School – Our Stories’ which is being funded 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Once completed the work will be available for everyone to see on  the 
Chaddesden Historical Group website.  The schools involved are Cavendish Close Junior School and Lees Brook 
Community Sports College and we will publish details and research from both schools as they are completed. 
 

 
Some of the year six Cavendish Close Junior School pupils who made the images, pictured with Carol Turner, who 

attended the school from 1947, and Rodney Kulewka, who has taught since 1977. 
  
  

Celebrating a project which told, ‘All Our Stories’ 
 

On Monday 22nd July, Year 6 pupils from Cavendish Close Junior school had the opportunity to share their work 
on the heritage of their school with community members who have helped them during their ‘Our Schools, Our 
Stories’ project.  The project is led by Groundwork Cresswell, Ashfield and Mansfield, and has been funded by a 
£10,000 Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) All Our Stories grant.  Parents, carers and community members were also 
invited to view the work. 
The three Year 6 classes had been working with Rosalind Allen from Groundwork to investigate and record the 
heritage of Cavendish Close Junior school prior to its planned rebuild within the next few years.  They have 
interviewed four former pupils and two long-serving members of staff, and have noted the changes to the 80-
year-old school from the 1950s.  In particular they have learnt how the school was much smaller before the 
extension was built in the 1970s, that the 1930s classroom doors opened directly to the outdoors, and that the 
elements had to be braved in order to reach the toilets!  They have also discovered that school life is somewhat 
different; for example, in the 1950s, boys and girls had separate playgrounds and only mixed in lessons.  During 
the celebration event there was the opportunity to listen to some of these past pupils’ and teachers’ memories. 
A highlight of the celebration event was the screening of the digital media project some of the pupils have 
produced, working with Jon Hughes of Casebook Films.  This consists of five digital kineographs, showing 
routes and areas around the school.  These are to be printed into actual kineographs (flip-books) for the school 
to keep and use with future generations of pupils, especially when they are in the new building. 
Rosalind Allen from Groundwork said, “The Our Schools, Our Stories project has enabled pupils to work 
alongside a digital media specialist to create something original that will allow the school’s heritage to be 
preserved for future generations.  The kineographs are a creative way of showing the school, which has been 
part of so many people’s lives over the last 80 years.  The pupils have also enjoyed hearing about their school in 
years gone by, and have asked excellent questions and listened intently to lots of interesting information and 
anecdotes.” 
Groundwork has also run some activities looking at the development of styles of architecture and construction, 
and will be producing an activity pack for the school. 
Within the next two months, it is hoped that much of the material produced will be made accessible for all on-
line through the Chaddesden Historical Group’s Website. 
Mrs Cleo Cunningham, Head Teacher at Cavendish Close Junior School said, “This has been a fascinating project 
which has enabled some of our children to investigate the history of the school they know so well.  In doing this, 
they have also created a multi-media archive which will serve as a permanent reminder of all the lives that have 
been enriched by their time at Cavendish Close Junior School.  This will be carried forward into our brand new 
school building which should be completed over the next two years.” 
Groundwork has also been working on this project with the Humanities Club at Lees Brook School; A 
Celebration event to share findings for this Lees Brook element of the project will be held in September. 



For more information about the project please contact Groundwork on Tel. 01773 841483. 
The All Our Stories small grant programme was launched last year in support of BBC2’s The Great British Story 
– has been designed as an opportunity for everyone to get involved in their heritage.  With HLF funding and 
support, community groups are carrying out activities that help people explore, share and celebrate their local 
heritage. 
The popular series presented by Michael Wood and supported by a programme of BBC learning activities and 
events got thousands of us asking questions about our history and inspired us to look at our history in a 
different way through the eyes of ordinary people. 
When the award was announced, TV Presenter and historian Michael Wood, said: “We British love our history, 
and no wonder: few nations of the world, if any, have such riches on their doorstep, and so much accessible to 
all of us.  It is really tremendous that the people of Chaddesden have been inspired to get involved to tell their 
own story and dig deeper into their own past.  It’s brilliant that so many people are being given the chance to 
get involved through the All Our Stories grants.  Having travelled the length and breadth of the British Isles last 
year filming The Great British Story, I am certain that fascinating and moving stories will be uncovered which 
will not only bring to life the excitement of local history, but will illuminate and enrich every community’s 
connection with the national narrative.” 
Emma Sayer, Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund East Midlands said: “Clearly the success of All Our Stories has 
reinforced the fact that we are indeed a nation of storytellers and that we want to explore and dig deeper into 
our past and discover more about what really matters to us.  This is exactly what the grant will do for the Our 
School, Our Stories project, as they embark on a real journey of discovery.” 
 

Conscription. 
 
In 1911 the population of England and Wales was 36 million according to the census with the population of 
Chaddesden being 307 males, 279 females.  The breakdown of the males living at this time in Chaddesden 
shows that there were: 

Under 10        63 
10-19              60 
20-29              51 
30-39              46 
40-49              29 
50-59              41 
Over 60          17 

In 1914 the British Army had approximately 710,000 men at its disposal, all were volunteers. 
In August 1914 the British Government called for an extra 100,000 volunteer soldiers to come forward.  At the 
time Lord Kitchener was the Secretary of State for War and a major publicity campaign was started. 
They got 750,000 men by the end of September, and by January 1915 more than 1 million had joined the armed 
forces voluntarily.  This meant that women and children had to take over the jobs carried out by men. 
By Mid 1915 volunteer numbers were falling fast and the National Registration Act was created.  It was a list of 
all the men fit for military service who were still available. 
Conscription was introduced in January 1916, targeting single men aged 18-41.  Within a few months World 
War 1 conscription was rolled out for married men. 
Men who got called up for service could appeal to a local Military Service Tribunal.  Reasons included health, 
already doing important war work or moral or religious reasons.  The last group became known as the 
Conscientious Objectors. 
750,000 men appealed against their conscription in the first 6 months. Most were granted exemption of some 
sort, even if it was only temporary. 
Jean Moss  WW1 Project Leader.  
                                      

Disclaimer. 
Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this Newsletter we 
apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Neither the editor nor committee of Chaddesden Historical 
Group guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for publication in this newsletter. The Committee wish to thank West Park 
School, Derby Local Studies Library and Derby Telegraph for their continued support in the production of this newsletter. AJB. 

 

Contact Us 

Andrew Bailey, Editor and Chairman 01332 665333 or andrewjbailey50@btinternet.com 

Linda Crosby, Group Secretary01332 676425 or linda.crosby2@ntlworld.com 
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ThePiggy Back School, Chaddesden Lane.  ©Picture the Past. 
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Punography. 

 

 I tried to catch some fog.  I mist. 

 When chemists die, they barium. 

 Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 

 I know a guy who's  addicted to brake fluid. He says he can 

stop any time. 

 How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it. 

 I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it 

dawned  on me. 

 This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, 

but  I'd never met herbivore. 

 I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I can't put it down. 

 I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on 

words. 

 They told me I had type A blood, but it was a type-O. 

 A dyslexic man walks into a bra . 

 Why were the Indians here first? They had reservations. 

 Class trip to the Coca-Cola factory,  I hope there's no pop 

quiz. 

 The Energizer bunny arrested and charged with battery. 

 The old man didn't like his beard at first. Then it grew on 

him. 

 Did you hear about the cross eyed teacher who lost her job 

 because she couldn't control her pupils? 

Sorry, I just love these. AJB 

 

Cemetery Hill Post Office 

Did anyone notice that the sign for the old Post Office 

at the bottom of Cemetery Hill was painted over at the 

end of August.  Another lost shop from years ago.  AJB. 


