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The Wyvern Retail Park
under construction c.1990.
The site of Sainsburys on the
left and the steel frame of
Homebase next to the A52.
The tall hedge between the
new access road and the
houses on Waterford Drive
was the boundary hedge of
the Derby Canal
Photo from the Chaddesden
Historical Group Collection.

Chaddesden Meadow and Wyvern Retail Park
by Peter Barnes

The planning application for the A52 Wyvern road junction improvements and the publication of a
compulsory purchase order naming the current landowners prompted a review of land ownership
changes at what used to be Chaddesden Meadow in the years since the Chaddesden Enclosure
of 1791-93.
At the time of Enclosure, the land alongside the River Derwent (which is the southern parish
boundary) consisted of riverside meadows with such delightful names as Lady Mantle, Fryer's
Meadow, Osier Close, and the oddly named Standridge. Sir Robert Mead Wilmot of
Chaddesden Hall had been the main landowner prior to Enclosure; afterwards some of the
meadows were owned by Sir Hugh Bateman of Hartington Hall, these changes being in
compensation for other changes of ownership elsewhere in the parish.
Two roads gave access to the meadows. One known variously as Bridge Green Road, Meadow
Road and Derwent Lane is the road we know as Meadow Lane. It extended nearer the river than
now, ending somewhere in what is now the Wyvern Retail Centre car park. The other road,
unnamed, is present day Highfield Lane. There was also a footpath, Meadow Footway, south
eastward from Cherry Tree Hill to Spondon, possibly leading to a ford in Spondon and so across
the river to Alvaston.
Hardly had the dust died down from Enclosure than the Derby Canal Company came along with
the 18th century equivalent of a Compulsory Purchase Order – a private Act of Parliament. The
Derby Canal Act, 1793, authorised construction of a canal not to exceed 26 yards wide including
towing path, hedges and fences. Compensation was to be paid to the landowners and bridges
were to be built to carry roads and paths across the canal.
Chaddesden must have been a lively place in the mid-1790's while a large number of men were
in the parish to dig the canal by hand. The excitement was over in a few years and the navvies
moved on when the canal between Derby and Sandiacre through Chaddesden opened on 30
May 1795. Only the plodding of horses pulling boats along the canal disturbed the peace of
Chaddesden Meadow.


Chaddesden Meadow and Wyvern Retail Park
Forty years later the process was repeated when another generation of navvies arrived in
Chaddesden, this time to build the Midland Counties Railway. An Act of Parliament in 1836
approved the purchase of a strip of the Meadow between the river and the canal to build a
railway from Nottingham to Derby. The landowners of the Meadow might be understandably
annoyed at their land holdings being divided into strips, with that nearest the river being subject
to occasional flooding, which remained the case until Derby Corporation deepened and
straightened the channel in the early 1930s.
The Midland Counties Railway was one of the constituent companies of the Midland Railway in
1844. In just over 10 years the Midland became something of a railway octopus with lines
reaching Bristol, Birmingham, Morecambe, Leeds, Lincoln, Peterborough, Rugby and Hitchin, all
of this centred on Derby.
The Midland needed somewhere to sort the goods trains from all parts of its system and
Chaddesden Meadow was identified as an ideal location. In two instalments, in 1860 and 1870,
the Railway bought all of the land to the west of Meadow Lane and beyond into the Borough of
Derby. The landowners affected were Sir Henry Sacheverel Wilmot, Hugh Bateman and Samuel
Goodwin. A footpath from the end of Highfield Lane across the meadow toward Derby was
diverted to follow the canal to join Chequers Lane.
The next hundred years was a period of stability with the railway occupying all of the land
between the canal and the river to the west of Meadow Lane. Some farm land remained
between Meadow Lane and Raynesway. Meadow Farm was still in existence in living memory.
Extract from a Midland Railway
map of 1917 showing the
approaches to Chaddesden
Sidings. Two bold lines side by
side indicate a four track
railway
with
separate
passenger and goods lines.
Elsewhere, passenger trains
had priority over goods trains
on shared tracks.
The last boat passed along the canal in 1946 although it was not until 3 December 1964 that the
canal was officially abandoned. Chaddesden Sidings had long been in decline with traffic
transferred to the mechanised Toton Marshalling Yard. The last trains were sorted at Chaddesden
Sidings in March 1969 and the line to Spondon Junction was closed.
The former canal and extra land on each side was bought by Derby Corporation for the route of
the A52 Nottingham Road Diversion opened in May 1980. Construction of the Wyvern Retail Park
began around 1990. The name is derived from the mythical creature that once adorned Midland
Railway locomotives and carriages and later named one of Vauxhall Motors' cars. A pictorial
representation of a wyvern in a box appears on some of the retail park signs.
The asymmetrical road access to the retail park can be confusing to those who do not know the
area. If you enter from the Pentagon direction and then try to leave by the same route you will end
up in Spondon! Derwent Parade bridge giving access from the A52 through the Wyvern to Pride
Park opened in July 1997.
The wagon repair workshop was the only substantial railway building on site. It was badly
damaged by fire in 1994 and most was subsequently demolished leaving only three lines of rails in
the concrete to indicate the extent of the original building. The small part of the building that
survived the fire was occupied by Derby Fireplace Company from 1996 until the company went
into liquidation a few months ago.


Chaddesden Meadow and Wyvern Retail Park
Boots
and
Toys'R'Us
nearing completion c.1990
in the centre. The former
wagon repair workshop,
before it was damaged by
fire and partly demolished,
is on the right, close to the
A52. The footbridge at the
end of Meadow Lane can
be seen, and the river
Derwent at the top.
Photo from the Chaddesden
Historical Group Collection.

The southern part of the former Chaddesden Meadow seems obstinately resistant to
development. It is owned by Network Rail although there have never been any railway lines on
the site. Bounded by Wyvern Way and the river Derwent, the site has been marketed as Derby
Triangle since 2013. The County Council describes it as a former mineral extraction site in
Environment Agency flood zone 3. With a plentiful supply of industrial development land
elsewhere in Derby having less risk of flooding it is understandable that there has been little
interest.
After many years of little change a major development was proposed at the Wyvern in July 2014
when Marks & Spencer submitted a planning application for a supermarket and other retail units
on the site of the wagon repair workshop which would be demolished. While not a listed
building, it has historical interest. The Midland Railway Centre applied for the entire building to
be moved to their Swanwick Junction site – at the developer's expense of course. This came to
nothing when the planning application was withdrawn in 2015.
The only certainty is the A52 Wyvern Transport Improvements proposed by Derby City Council
in January 2016 and since approved. Wyvern Way to/from the westbound A52 as far as the
junction with Pride Parkway will be widened to dual carriageway with a less sharply curved
connection to the A52, carefully avoiding the controversial remains of the repair workshop No
changes are proposed to the connections to the eastbound A52.
The associated Compulsory Purchase Order names all the landowners and tenants. In contrast
with the land ownership 225 years ago, all of the owners are corporate bodies; there are no
named individuals.
Apart from the obvious Derby City Council and Network Rail, those named in the Order are
Clowes Developments, St Modwen Developments, Toys'R'Us, William Davis Ltd and Littlewing
Securities No.1 Ltd and No.2 Ltd, the last two having an address at St.Helier, Jersey. Toys'R'Us
are unusual in owning the freehold of their premises.

This issue of the newsletter has been edited by Peter Barnes.
Email: northwoodave14@hotmail.co.uk
Phone: (01332) 673234
Disclaimer
The Chaddesden Historical Group does not guarantee the accuracy of items published in this
newsletter. While every attempt has been made to trace the original ownership of photographs
and maps, we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Our thanks go
to our contributors, to Peter Cholerton for proof reading and to West Park School for
printing.

Organising is a Pleasure
by Linda Crosby
I want to say a big thank you to you the members for supporting the visits which I have arranged
for your enjoyment. It isn’t as difficult a task as some of you might think.
My interest in going out and about started at a very early age. School holidays were always filled
with trips by train and local transport as my parents did not have a car. My father worked at the
Carriage and Wagon works and had free passes or part fare train tickets. Matlock Bath was a firm
favourite as we toiled up High Tor to go on the Swing Boats and have an ice cream. You could see
for miles up there. The Petrifying Well was an added attraction. Sometimes we walked across the
footpaths to Bonsall. The Kings Head did a lovely Ploughman's lunch. We always ended up for a
drink at The Midland Hotel then had a mad dash to get the last train home.
Tutbury Castle was by train from Friargate station. I loved playing hide and seek in the ruins (no
health and safety fears). Nottingham was a must for a much loved visit to C&A and to call in at the
old fashioned sweet shop for a Fry’s Chocolate Cream. Wicksteed park in Kettering was also one
of my favourite trips as it had a huge play park the like of which we had never seen with swings,
roundabouts, see-saws etc.
On holiday by train of course to Great Yarmouth, Mablethorpe, Isle of Man, Liverpool, New
Brighton on the ferry and Blackpool to name but a few. We had to have our holiday in ‘Railway
fortnight’ which was followed by ‘Rolls-Royce fortnight’.
We lived on Randolph Road in the Normanton area which still retained its old village charm. On
Saturday and Sunday in summer we would follow my Dad’s Cricket Team along with my cousins,
aunties and uncles. Darley Park was lovely as they had a wooden hut where the ladies did ‘cricket
teas’. After the cricket a walk back into Town under the tunnel and to the Tiger Bar in the
Cornmarket where you could sit outside with pop and crisps and wait for the ‘cockle man’.
Swarkestone near the Crewe and Harpur was another cricketing venue.
I have walked many a time from home to Stenson Bubble where you could actually paddle or swim
in the ‘bubble’. You had to be a bit careful as the bottom was very sticky and muddy. No Bubble Inn
then so you had to take your own drinks. Some weekends when there was no cricket Mum and I
used to catch the bus to Ashbourne. Then we made our way to Dovedale and the Stepping
Stones. We walked up Thorpe Cloud on one occasion.
Some Sunday evenings we ventured right out of Derby on ‘The Blue Bus’ Service which picked up
at the Cavendish Hotel for a Mystery Tour, always ending up at a pub before we came home.
Visiting my Dad’s family at Quarndon was a real adventure as we walked from the trolley bus
terminus at the Palm Court Café and up through to the Water Tower where we looked for foxes
and across the fields climbing stiles until we reached the road..
On the way back to the bus stop at the bottom of the hill it always seemed to be a starry night and I
remember the Old Assembly Rooms where shadows of dancers flitted across the windows while
we waited for our trolley bus home.
All of this adventuring has never left me and luckily I have been able to take friends, family and
various groups to places near and far I have seen quite a big chunk of the world starting with
Austria when I was 19 going with my friend Glenys on a two week Cosmos tour by train to London
and flying over the Channel the next day.
The first trip that I organised was to Blackpool at the tender age of 17 when I was a committee
member of the Rolls-Royce Apprentice Association and I then went onto organising
Dinner/Dances, Balls and Office Parties as well as taking groups home and away.
There is always something new to see and I sincerely hope I can carry on organising the visits for
the group because I do so enjoy it. As our family always say, when are Mum and Dad going to be
in?

