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The School House Plaque from 1736.

Editorial.
The south wall of St. Mary's churchyard is being renovated starting today 30th April. Ok.you may say, but set into
this wall is a plaque dated 1736, along with a Latin inscription, which came from the wall of the first Chaddesden
School House (later known as the Vergers Cottage) that was built alongside the Alms Houses in Church Lane.
Knowing our council's attitude to historical artefacts the renovation team have agreed to carefully remove the
plaque and store it safely until it can be put back in the rebuilt wall. Another piece of Chaddesden’s history appears
to have been saved thanks to Peter Cholerton and the CHG archives team. No application forms, no risk
assessment or H&S rubbish, just ask the men doing the job if they can help, and they did, many thanks lads.
This isn’t the only change in face being seen on the park at the moment. Now the library is finished, work has
eventually started in restoring the tennis courts as well as demolishing the old library, the site of which will be
turned into a disabled car park for the Age UK centre. The final item is the establishment of a path from the King
George V entrance to link up with the path to the cricket pavilion. This is part of the contract for building the library
and will enable solid all weather access to the library through the park at all times of the year.
All of these changes were incorporated in a walk round the park held recently. The walk took place on a fine sunny
day and the exchange of views between all those taking part has enabled us to record a far better understanding of
the development of the park since its original planning in 1939. The input from people who were there at the time
as well as obscure newspaper cuttings has helped build up our knowledge of one of Chaddesden’s under rated
asset’s. AJB.

THE SUNNYSIDE CAFE, CHADDESDEN COMMON.
The break-up of the Wilmot family’s huge Chaddesden estate during the First World War saw most of the land in
Chaddesden sold to new owners within the space of a few years. Local authorities and land speculators quickly
acquired hundreds of acres of agricultural land and built houses wherever they could; other individuals were content
to buy an acre or two and set themselves up as smallholders ready to enjoy the good life.
One of these smallholdings was built at Chaddesden Common, on an acre of land to the west of Morley Road, a
couple of hundred yards to the south of the turning down to Locko and Spondon, and apparently began its life as
Sunnyside Poultry Farm run by Mr. John Caulfield. Its name was particularly well-chosen, for it faced due south and
looked straight down Morley Road towards the village. Like a few other new houses built in Chaddesden around
this time, Mr. Caulfield’s property was a wooden bungalow. From time to time, Mr. Caulfield rented bed-sitting
rooms in his house and in June 1922 he used the Derby Daily Telegraph to advertise just such a room to let “with use
of bathroom, piano, etc., with or without board.” I wonder if the piano made all the difference in acquiring a new
lodger?
By the summer of 1926, however, Mr. Caulfield had decided to sell Sunnyside and move abroad, and so placed the
property in the hands of Derby estate agents Messrs. H. Vickers & Partner, who put the bungalow and its acre of
land on the market. Their advertisement described Sunnyside as an ideally situated modern wood bungalow “of
artistic design, containing corridor, six rooms, bath, good sanitation and conveniences”. The asking price was £675,
a sum which someone clearly thought represented good value for money, for only a few weeks later the agents were
advertising that the property was now sold and that the household furniture together with the poultry houses and
fowls, etc., would be auctioned on the premises on 9 September. Those members of the public who wished to
attend the sale but lived some distance away were reminded that the “Ilkeston bus passes the gate”, and this raises
the interesting prospect that maybe some of those who bought a few fowls then had to utilise this method of
transport to take their purchases home!
The rapid growth of Chaddesden in the 1930s and 1940s makes it rather difficult to trace later owners, for other
properties in the village were also confusingly called Sunnyside or Sunny Side (as, for example, in Meadow Lane).
However, a later enterprising owner of the place had the idea of running it as a combined cafe and store as well as
providing pitches for up to four residential caravans at the rear of the property. By the late 1950s (possibly earlier)
the premises were operated under the name of J. & K. Quail, who advertised regularly in St. Mary’s Church Parish
Magazine. Their business was evidently acquired by the Duro family sometime between April and June 1958 for the
parish magazine adverts were subtly altered to reflect a change in ownership.
My own memories of Sunnyside Cafe date back to around this time. When I was just a toddler, my Mum walked
with me (in a pushchair) up to the cafe perhaps once a fortnight or so as a special treat. More often than not,
Mum’s friend and neighbour, Margaret Tuffrey, and her little daughter Joanna came with us. Since we lived on
Moncrieff Crescent at the time, these afternoon walks must have been something of a marathon for both mothers
because they had to push the children’s pushchairs all the way down Wood Road, through the jitty onto Morley
Road and then head right up into the countryside of Chaddesden Common passing several working farms en route –
a round trip of nearly three and a half miles!
As we toiled our way up to the top of Morley Road the Felix bus sometimes overtook us and halted briefly at
Sunnyside while the conductor offloaded a small supply of the latest edition of the day’s papers. Whenever we two
children saw this happening we would race to see who could get to the bundle first to take it into the cafe. Once we
had taken our seats at a table, Joanna and I were given fizzy drinks while our mothers enjoyed a well-deserved cup
of tea before contemplating the return journey. If there weren’t too many other customers, the juke-box in the
corner of the room might be silent, and before long either I or Joanna would be requesting a coin (6d, I think it was)
to feed the machine and listen to one of the very latest hits – I seem to recall that Bobby Darin singing “Mack the
Knife” was extremely popular at the time. As the two infants got older we were able to accompany our mothers on
our tricycles and on one memorable occasion we left the cafe to find the afternoon had suddenly turned very foggy
and, before my Mum could stop me, I had pedalled off as fast as I could down Morley Road in the direction of home.

Within a few seconds I was swallowed up by a bank of fog, while my mother frantically ran to catch up with me
before I collided with a car, for in those days there was no pavement, just a faint white line painted on the road
surface to separate pedestrians from vehicles. Fortunately I came to no harm, but my tricycling activities were
closely monitored for some time!
Just how busy the cafe was remains a debatable point since over half a century ago there could not have been all
that much in the way of passing trade, and the sprawling Oakwood development was not yet even a doodle on a
planner’s map. Possibly in an effort to attract more business, it was eventually re-styled as “Sunnyside Transport
Cafe” and continued to be advertised in the parish magazine for some years. Linda White (née Clarke), whose
parents ran Valley Farm on Morley Road half a mile south of the cafe, remembers going up to Sunnyside to collect
their daily paper. She recalls that the cafe sold sweets, tea, coffee, as well as providing breakfasts, etc., and was
patronised by the car transporters going backwards and forwards to the storage depot at West Hallam. She also
recollects that the Duro family sometimes kept a few pigs at the back of their property.
Eventually the cafe ceased its commercial activities and reverted to a private residence, and in the 1980s I remember
it gradually becoming surrounded by the encroaching houses of Oakwood. Finally, I walked down Morley Road one
day and Sunnyside was no more and the developers were laying the site out for yet more houses. Fortunately,
someone remembered the old wooden bungalow and a drive leading down to the new properties was named
“Sunnyside” in its honour. It would be interesting to hear other people’s memories of the cafe, or maybe you have
a photograph of it that we could put on the Historical Group’s website – in any event, please don’t hesitate to get in
touch with us.
© Peter Cholerton, 2013

Laying Out New Park. (March 1939)
th

This article appeared in the Derby Evening Telegraph of 24 March 1939.
Work at Chaddesden’s £1500-00 park, the building portions of
which are expected to be completed by the beginning of July are
proceeding.
The scheme includes the provision of football, hockey and cricket
pitches, putting and bowling greens, tennis courts and an
amusement centre for children.
There will be four entrances, three in Chaddesden Lane and one
in Nottingham Road. The main entrance will be in Chaddesden
Lane opposite Richmond Road and will comprise wrought iron
gates a drive and a wide path. Two heraldic panels are to be
supplied by the King George’s Fields Foundation to denote that
the park is a permanent memorial to King George V and will be
built into the gates.
To the north of the main entrance will be two putting greens
(one with bunkers) two bowling greens and four tennis courts. The hockey and football grounds and the cricket pitch will be in
the centre of the park.
A children’s play centre will be constructed on the bank of the brook, which forms the boundary of the park. The amenities will
include a 33 foot slide, a merry-go-round three small swings, four large swings, a plank see-saw and an ‘ocean wave’.
Perhaps the most welcome amenity from the children’s point of view will be the paddling pool. The brook is to be flooded by
means of weirs, and in the centre of the brook and an island is to be created. A picturesque bridge will span the brook. A brickbuilt shelter and conveniences with a drinking fountain will be erected near the main entrance at a point where a gravel path
will lead to the recreation ground.
Adjoining the tennis courts and bowling greens will be a pavilion containing dressing rooms for women and men, club rooms, a
kitchen and a store room. The whole of the children’s play centre will be surrounded with chain link fencing which can be locked
up and which will protect the children from cricket balls from the nearby cricket pitch.
Laid out amid pleasant surroundings the park will fill a long felt want in Chaddesden. The work of turfing the ground will not be
put in hand until October as a sewer has to be laid across the park. AJB 2013

Derbyshire Summer Assizes
Boundary House, on Nottingham Road, not only marked the division between Chaddesden and St. Alkmund’s
parishes, but also represented the point at which county met town, since Chaddesden was then firmly rooted in the
county whereas St. Alkmund’s Parish was very much part of the borough and town of Derby. This subtle distinction
was given especial prominence from time to time, such as in 1861 when the inhabitants of Boundary House were
able to watch a colourful civic procession taking place right on their very doorstep.
The occasion was the ceremonial opening of the commission for the Derbyshire Summer Assizes – a major judicial
event but one with definite society overtones. Mr. W. T. Cox was the newly-appointed High Sheriff of Derbyshire
and after he and a “numerous and influential company of ladies and gentlemen” had breakfasted at his home,
Spondon Hall, on 25 July 1861, he boarded his carriage and at 11 o’clock began to proceed along Nottingham Road
towards Derby, accompanied by a long line of horsemen and private carriages. At about the same time, members of
Derby Corporation and various officials set out from the Town Hall to meet him. The order of their procession was:
The Corporation Banner – The Head Constable of the Borough – The Deputy Chief Constable of the County –
Members of the Police – The Mayor’s Banner – Two Trumpeters – The Town Crier – Six Halberdiers – Sergeants at
Mace – Members of the Corporation, Town Clerk and other officers in their carriages – The High Sheriff’s Banner.
By arrangement, both processions met at Boundary House on Nottingham Road, where the Borough convoy adroitly
performed an elaborate about-turn before escorting the High Sheriff’s carriage back into Derby and then up to the
Railway Station in order to meet Mr. Justice Willes, one of the Assize Judges. Shortly before 1:00 p.m. the Judge
arrived on the train from Lincoln, whereupon he took his place in the High Sheriff’s carriage and the procession, now
swollen by even more people both mounted and on foot, headed off to County Hall in St. Mary’s Gate, passing
crowds of people who had turned out to watch this colourful spectacle. Once at County Hall, the Judge formally
opened the Assize commission, after which he first attended a service at All Saints’ Church and then the High
Sheriff’s grand dinner at the Royal Hotel. While all these official ceremonies were taking place we can be sure that
back in the neighbourhood of Boundary House people were still talking about the grand turn-out they had witnessed
earlier in the day. Nowadays, of course, Boundary House is just a distant memory and all that remains to mark its
site is a small patch of grass adjacent to a car-park inside Mason’s Place Business Park.
© Peter Cholerton, 2013
Note. This item formed part of Peter’s excellent article of last month and completes the story.AJB.
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Disclaimer.
Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this Newsletter we
apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Neither the editor nor committee of Chaddesden Historical
Group guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for publication in this newsletter. The Committee wish to thank West Park
School, Derby Local Studies Library and Derby Telegraph for their continued support in the production of this newsletter. AJB.
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