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The Piggyback School in Chaddesden Lane. 

 

Editorial. 

 

The picture of the Piggyback school in Chaddesden Lane is rather timely considering the closure and major 

works being undertaken in the lane at the moment. We are assured that come August it will all be worth it.  

The upgrading of our website is moving on and we are now at the retraining stage so it won't be long now 

before, like the lane, we get a new look.  Our AGM is upon us again and this gives both members and the 

committee chance to monitor progress and see that we keep on track with regard to our ideals.   

This month also sees the closure of the Derby Local Studies Library for six months to enable it to be 

relocated to the old Magistrates Court in Full Street.  Whilst inconvenient this is nonetheless a very 

welcome move when we consider that the original plan had been to move the collection to Littleover 

Library requiring some of the collection to be sold off due to lack of space.  As you will know, we got 

involved in that debate and due to us publicising the plans far and wide we forced a rethink and the DLSL 

will remain in the town centre as part of a very impressive old building.  Like the Brook Farm Development 

the people of Chaddesden are capable of making a difference when the need arises.  As I have said before, 

we are not a politically motivated group but sometimes we have to make our feelings known. AJB. 
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Bradcar Water Mill, Part 2. 
 

This month we continue Peter Cholerton’s excellent article on the hitherto unknown water mill that was 
located alongside the Lees Brook. 

 

 
 

Eventually, in 2011, I discovered evidence proving that back in the early eighteenth century, Bradcar was indeed 
the site of a previously unknown water-mill, for a document of 1719 in Nottinghamshire Archives 
(DD/BK/1/334) refers to a small piece of land called Bradcar or Bradcar Pingle at Chaddesden “whereon a 
Water Corne Mill lately stood”.   The document may be summarised as follows: 
 
 20 May 1719.   A deed to lead the uses of a fine made between (1) Thomas Wood of Ripley, Derbyshire, butcher, 
and Anne his wife; Samuel Wood of Ripley, Derbyshire, yeoman, and Hannah his wife; Hugh Bourne of Derby, 
gentleman, and Mary his wife; and William Turner of Derby, gentleman, and (2) Charles Stanhope of the Inner 
Temple, London, esq., Seth Wood of Swanwick, Derbyshire, gentleman, and Thomas Farmsworth of Ripley, 
Derbyshire, millwright, of the other part.   (1) to levy a fine to Stanhope and Wood and their heirs before the end 
of next Trinity term of various properties in Ripley and Derby [all specified], and also “all that Close or piece or 
parcel of enclosed Land or Meadow ground lyeing and being in Bradkarr als Broadkarr in Chaddesden in the said 
County of Derby commonly called or known by the name of Bradkarr also Broadkarr Pingle late in the tenure or 
occupacon of Mr Thomas Carter his Assignee or Assignes Tenant or Under tenants but now in the holding of 
Widow Cockayne and a Barne Stable or Building now thereupon standing and the ground there whereon a Water 
Corne Mill lately stoodAnd of all that other peice or parcell of Meadow ground containeing by estimacon one 
Rood be the same more or lesse lyeing dispersed in Bradkarr als Broadkarr aforesaid and neare or adjoyning to 
Bradkarr als Broadkarr Pingle aforesaid and late in the tenure of George Goodwin but now in the tenure of John 
Taft which said Lands and premises in Chaddesden were purchased from William Barnes of the Borough of 
Derby Esqr by the said William Turner by feoffment  beareing date the Thirtieth day of August Anno Domini One 
Thousand Seven hundred and Seventeen … And it is … Agreed by and between all the said partyes to these 
presents … That the said Fine to be levyed as aforesaid shall be and enure and shall be construed deemed and 
taken to be and enure to the severall respective uses intents and purposes … That is to say … as for and 
concerning All and singuler other the herein before menconed Lands Tenements … and hereditaments 
respectively lyeing and being in Chaddesden and Derby aforesaid whereof no use is herein before limited To the 
use and behoof of the said William Turner his Heirs and Assigns for ever …” 
 
This deed covered a variety of different modest and apparently unrelated properties which appear to have been 
aggregated together for the express purpose of levying a joint fine, no doubt reducing legal fees in the process.   A 
fine, by the way, was a somewhat convoluted means of conveying and recording a title to land.   After first 
agreeing terms, the purchaser of the property (plaintiff or querent) would begin a fictitious legal suit alleging 
that the vendor (defendant or deforciant) had agreed to convey the property to him but had not done so.   With 
the permission of the Court, matters would be settled by means of a final agreement (Latin: Finalis concordia, 
shortened to “Fine”) and a copy lodged in the Court’s archives thereby providing definitive proof of title.   A deed 
to lead the uses of a fine such as the one described above was drawn up prior to the fine itself to define precisely 
the interests of all parties involved.   The actual Bradcar fine (Notts. Archives DD/BK/1/335) is dated Trinity 
Term 1719 and provides no further information about the water-mill.   The fact that William Barnes had already 
conveyed the Chaddesden properties to Turner in August 1717 by means of a feoffment suggests that the fine was 
actually intended to further safeguard the latter’s title, probably by barring all entailed estates in 



theBradcar property.   It should be noted that whatever apparent changes to the freehold ownership 
at Bradcar were being proposed in this transaction, the concluding part of the deed to lead the uses of the fine 
clearly establishes that the ultimate use (i.e. control) was to remain with William Turner and his heirs.   
Throughout the remainder of this article the mill will be referred to as Bradcar Mill in order to distinguish it 
from Chaddesden’s other water-mill. 
The deed also reveals a connection between William Woolley, the writer of the 1713 account of the water-mill at 
Chaddesden, and William Turner its subsequent owner, for some of the Derby property described on 20 May 
1719 had been purchased by Turner from “William Woolley late of the Borough of Derby Esqr deceased” the 
previous year.   Woolley had only recently died, and was buried at St. Alkmund’s Church, Derby, on 4 May 1719. 
The names of the parties mentioned in the deed to lead the uses of a fine are worth a little more attention.   
Thomas Carter, the erstwhile occupant of Bradcar or Bradcar Pingle and its mill site appears to have been the 
individual of that name who was Mayor of Derby in 1698 and 1701 (Simpson 1826, 747).   In passing it should be 
emphasised that Carter’s piece of ground and hence the site of the mill was not in the same place as the Bradcar 
Pingle marked on the enclosure map in 1792 – field names often change down the years much to the confusion of 
later historians!   Widow Cockayne was Mary Carter of Breaston (maybe a relative of Thomas Carter), who first 
married Thomas Palfreyman of Chaddesden in 1680 and then, after his death in 1684, married Benjamin 
Cokayne, also of Chaddesden, in 1688.   After Benjamin’s death in 1700, Humphrey Carter, a maltster of Derby, 
acted as an administrator of his estate while John Carter was one of those appraising his goods.   George 
Goodwin, sometime occupier of a rood of land in Bradcar, was either the man of that name who died in 1691, or 
his son who died unmarried in 1708.   It is not clear which individual named John Taft succeeded him 
at Bradcar. 
Unfortunately, it has not proved possible to locate any further documentary evidence confirming the feoffment of 
1717, which might have provided more details about the mill.   The former owner of these plots of land 
at Bradcar, “William Barnes of the Borough of Derby, Esquire”, can, however, be identified with a degree of 
certainty as the grandson of Edward Darcy and Elizabeth Stanhope, daughter of Philip, 1st Earl of Chesterfield.   
The Darcy family had distinguished Derbyshire ancestors, being descended, via the Reddishes of Lancashire, 
from the Dethicks of Newhall and the Longfords of Longford.   William Barnes, of Stanton-by-Newhall and 
Derby, married Elizabeth Greaves at St. Werburgh’s Church, Derby on 8 January 1701/02, and is interesting to 
note that their marriage settlement, dated the previous day, mentions his lead mines in Wirksworth  Wapentake 
(Stoke on Trent City Archives, D4842/12/1/4–5), so a water-mill at Chaddesden was probably merely a small 
part in a larger portfolio of industrial premises.   Anne Barnes, William’s daughter-in-law, would later go on to 
achieve some local notoriety as “Blowzabella”, the patroness of the Derby Assembly between 1741–1750. 

 

 
These pictures were taken at the time Leicester University were doing the dig at Brook Farm Fields and 

show the trenches including the layers of clay and a piece of worked flint found by Rita. Nothing else was 

found at all on the site.   



Notices 
 

The following item is the text of an email I received from Mark Young the head of Derby Local Studies 
Library and will certainly be of interest to many of our members. We will continue to publish updates as and 

when they arrive.  AJB 
 
As you may be aware, Derby Local Studies Library is moving from our current premises in Irongate later this year. 
The library will re-open at Riverside View (the old magistrates’ court building) on Full Street. The new location, 
opposite the Council House, means that the library will remain at the heart of the city. The library will be re-named 
Derby Local Studies and Family History Library. 
 The small team of library staff, assisted by volunteers, is in the process of preparing the library ready for the move. 
There is a lot to be done. Some stock is being re catalogued, shelf locations will be updated, and vulnerable stock will 
be placed in protective coverings. Staff and volunteers face a huge challenge as more than 60,000 items of stock 
have to be relocated and made ready before the library re-opens at its new home in November 2014. 
 For this reason we need to suspend the public service for six months.  
 The temporary suspension of service will start from 6th May 2014, with normal service resuming at the new location 
in November 2014. 
 We apologise to our customers for any inconvenience and look forward to welcoming them at our new premises. 
From May we will release regular updates on our progress in the lead up to the move: 
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/derbycc 
 Follow us on Twitter: @DerbyCC. 
 Or check the Derby City Council website: www.derby.gov.uk 
 Customers looking for books on family history research and the history of Derby will find basic collections at each 
library in Derby. You can search the library catalogue for stock and place a request at www.derby.gov.uk/libraries. 
 Access to our online subscriptions such as Ancestry Library Edition will be transferred to PCs at Derby Central 
Library. Customers can book a PC at www.derby.gov.uk/libraries by clicking on “Book a library PC”. Access is 
available from any PC at Central – however we’d suggest that you use PCs 20-23 because these machines are in a 
quieter part of the library. If you’re not familiar with these services then support is still available. Several staff 
members at Derby Central Library will receive additional training to ensure that they can help – ask at the library 
counter. 
 
Mark. 
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Disclaimer.  

Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this 
Newsletter we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Neither the editor nor committee 
of Chaddesden Historical Group guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for publication in this newsletter. The 
Committee wish to thank West Park School, Derby Local Studies Library and Derby Telegraph for their continued 
support in the production of this newsletter.  AJB.  
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