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This is the only picture we can
find of the Tramway and some
of the miners. It was found for
us by Margaret Poyser and
shows the miners hitching a lift
on the wagons. This was
deemed very dangerous and
eventually some wagons were
converted to people carriers.
Considering the amount of
publicity received at its
opening, it is incredible to
think that no photographs
have survived. AJB
Editorial.
Our editorial is a little different this time. The following is an email I received from Derek Price in response to a query I made
about the N&NVCC.

Dear Andrew
My name is Derek Price, one of the Nottingham & Nottinghamshire Victoria Cross Committee, thank you for your
email.
Our interests are, Victoria Cross Recipients, WW1, remembrance, and the history of these brave men. Since
2005 we have unveiled three individual memorials in Nottingham cemeteries followed, in May of 2010, by a
memorial to 20 of these men from Nottingham & Nottinghamshire in the grounds of Nottingham Castle.
During our travels we visited St. Mary’s Church, Chaddesden, to visit Sir Henry Wilmot VC and eventually found
that the research books showed the wrong grave. We were then helped by Peter Cholerton who told us about the
correct plot, we then found that the grave had at some time been turned round along with his sister Constance's grave.
Since then we have had a meeting with the Rev Wayne Stillwell & Peter and it was agreed that we would raise the
funds to renovate the plot. This was followed by a suggestion from our secretary that we could involve the local
community and schools and plant the whole of the churchyard up. This idea was put to the Rev Stillwell who agreed,
this is now moving forward, an approximate date would be late spring / early summer 2012.
We currently have two other smaller projects that we are working on, and a long term project that involves the
National Arboretum, Alrewas, but this is expected to take well over five years
I have attached our 1st Newsletter, it is available as a download from our website http://nottinghamshire-victoriacross-memorial.org.uk/newsletter.html
Catherine Rees.
It is with sadness that we heard of the recent death of Catherine Rees who lived on Chaddesden Lane. She had lived
in Chaddesden since she was a baby. Her experiences of the Chaddesden of old were recorded as part of the
Groundwork Project which is now included in our website. We extend our sympathy to her family. AJB

Visit to the Roundhouse on April 14th, 2011
On a sunny April morning a party from Chaddesden Historical Group visited the site of the Roundhouse on Pride
Park, now the home of Derby College. Split into two groups and with our guides we started the tour after passing
through security gates. Students possess their own access swipe card!
The site was originally developed by three railway companies authorised to provide railway services in the East
Midlands. They were the North Midland Railway Company, Midland Counties Railway and Birmingham and Derby
Junction Railway. The three companies merged in 1844 to form the Midland Railway Company. Standing outside
the restored railway buildings and the newly
constructed link buildings the history of the
railway site is reflected in the naming of the
new buildings i.e. The Stephenson Building
and the Matthew Kirtley Building. Robert
Stephenson, engineer, worked on designing
the Roundhouse with Francis Thompson.
Matthew Kirtley, Superintendent, worked on
engine designing.
The Kirtley building has specialised glass that
changes colour depending on the intensity of
the natural light. Called Chameleon Glass it
appears orange/yellow on the exterior but
blue tints on the interior.
On the wall of the Carriage Shed, which now houses the Teaching Pods, a sandstone block in the wall marks the
boundary between St. Peter’s and Litchurch Parishes. The markings are PP | L. The purpose of the boundary marker
was that any future buildings could only be built in the Parish of Litchurch. The ordinance was that no more
industrial development should encroach into the Parish of St. Peter’s to protect the town.
Inside the building Teaching Pods have been erected. They are independent, soundproofed and air conditioned.
Because all the old buildings are Grade 2 listed these pods cannot be attached to the interior walls. There is also a
galleried Resources Centre providing library and laptop computer facilities for use only in the College. The
computers are handed in each day for recharging.
The highlight of the visit was the restored Roundhouse. Built in 1839 it housed 16 steam locomotives to be repaired
and maintained at the same time. The roof, built of iron girders and oak beams is supported by 16 cast iron pillars.
Everyone was impressed by the restoration.
At the end of the tour a smaller group enjoyed an excellent lunch in the restaurant, “The Engine Shed”, which was
cooked and served to a high standard by Catering and Hospitality students.
Marie Garner.
The two pictures on this page were taken
about 100 years apart and show how the
basic structure of the building has been
maintained. The crane and the boarding
on the floor can be seen in Ken Garner’s
excellent shot of the café which is now
also used as an entertainment venue. The
upper picture is a post card issued by
Derby Tourist Information. Thanks to
them, and Ken for a very good ‘now and
then’ set of pictures. AJB

Chaddesden Heroes
DOWNING, FREDERICK. P.L., 27th Derby. Pte., RA.S.C.
Years ago, when I was a Scout Leader I bought a book at a car boot sale. It was called the ‘Scouts Book of Heroes’ by
Haydn Dimmock, and it listed many of the former Scouts throughout the UK who had become heroes of WW1. Not
because they had died, but because they had gained medals for bravery and courage. One of the entries in the book
was about a soldier named Frederick Downing, a recipient of the Military Medal. The entry listed him as a Patrol
Leader with the 27th Derby Scout Troop (1st Chaddesden Group), formed in 1912 with its HQ in Meadow Lane.
Frederick John Downing was the son of Richard and Rose Downing of 33 Meadow Lane, Chaddesden, born on the 8 th
of May 1897. He joined the Army in 1914, aged 19yrs. His army record gives his employment as a chauffeur to a Mr
Smith of Radbourne Vicarage, Ashbourne, having previously been an errand boy. On joining the army he went into
the Army Service Corps, (later the Royal Army Service Corps) working as a lorry driver. He went out to France in
January 1916, where he lost some of his teeth when a starting handle kicked back and hit him in the mouth. During
his time in France he was awarded the Military Medal which is only given to non-commissioned personnel for acts of
extreme bravery in the Field. He was ‘Gazetted’ on the 4th February 1918, but it does not specify what he did.
We know that he was with the 36th Ammo Sub Park, which
was responsible for supplies and transport support during
the build up to the Battle of the Somme. This is a brief
description of some of their work.
The unsung heroes of the British army in the Great War
- the ASC, ‘Ally Sloper's Cavalry’.
Soldiers cannot fight without food, equipment and
ammunition. In the Great War, the vast majority of this
tonnage, supplying a vast army on many fronts, was
supplied from Britain. Using horsed and motor vehicles,
railways and waterways, the ASC performed prodigious
feats of logistics and were one of the great strengths of
organisation by which the war was won.
During October/November 1917 the 36th were part of the 1st Divisional Train ASC which took part in the Battle of
Passchendaele. General Haig, in his report on the battle says:
‘In spite of all difficulties the Army Service Corps has never failed to meet the needs of our troops in
food, ammunition, material and stores of all kinds. Particularly good work has been done by the Motor
Transport drivers, who have shown the greatest gallantry and devotion to duty in getting forward the
requisites of the Army under heavy shell fire and during long hours of exposure’.
This was probably when Frederick actually performed his act of bravery but Frederick’s son who now has the medal
says that his father, like thousands of other soldiers, never spoke about his time in France. He joined the army
reserve in September 1919 and eventually became Postmaster at Swarkestone Post Office. He died in 1969.
After I did this research I discovered that Frederick was the uncle of Fred and Sandra, 2 of our Group members.
Coming next time, Chaddesden Heroes, Part 2 - William Henry Downing
Rita Johnson.

Disclaimer.
Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this Newsletter
we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make.
The Committee wish to thank West Park School for their support in the production of this newsletter and the Derby Local
Studies Library, and Derby Telegraph for their continued support.
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I was born in January 1935 at Dunsville Doncaster, to
Lancashire parents and when I was just 3 months old, I was
brought to Chaddesden, because dad had secured a job in
Spondon, at British Celanese as an electrician. In those days
people were hired and fired in the same day. That was the
nature of employment then. Dad was to work there for over
40years. I went to school during the war years, and my first
school was Morley Road infants and juniors. I failed my
equivalent 11+ exam, and went on to Spondon House school,
where I stayed until 1949. On leaving school I started an
apprenticeship at British Celanese as an electrician, following
in my fathers footsteps. I was deferred from National service
until I was 21 because of my apprenticeship, and during this
time, I met the love of my life, and we courted for about 5
years. We used to go dancing almost every week, taking in all
the dancehalls in town. I eventually went into the RAF and
during that time we married. When my National service was up,
I got a job training to be an industrial radiographer at
International Combustion, in Sinfin Lane Derby, and my wife
and I went in for a house in Wilsthorpe Road, lower down than
my parents, and it was then, that we had our 2 sons. Later I
went back to my old firm, by then, called Courtaulds. I stayed
there for 12 years as an Instrument mechanic, on the nylon
plant, and part of the time in charge of a section. I left there and
went to Rolls Royce Raynesway, from where I retired early on
medical grounds. I have lived in Chaddesden for over 76 years,
nowhere else compares. Brian.
.

Keith Symes. 1st June, 1934 – 21st April, 2011.
After a short illness Keith died in hospital on the 21 st April. He was born in
Ilkeston and attended Hallcroft Boys School. Keith had a varied career
working in the drawing office at Aitons Ltd. before having a wool shop in
Chaddesden with his wife Pat. He also worked in a wine shop in Derby; later
he worked for the Youth Training Centre of the Derby Chamber of Commerce.
He was responsible for placing 16/18 years old teenagers in works experience
and eventually in employment. Years after when Pat and he were in town he
was frequently hailed “Hiya Keith” from people for whom he had found
employment.
At the age of 63 years Keith retired and enjoyed the time he had for leisure.
He and Pat loved cruising but his favourite holidays were at Disney World,
Florida. He went there several times but the most memorable holiday was
when he went with all his family, sons and wives and grandsons to celebrate Pat’s and his Golden
Wedding. Keith loved to talk to everyone and will be sadly missed by all, especially friends and neighbours
in Radcliffe Avenue.
Marie Garner.
Contact Us:
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