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This photograph is another one from the Derek Palmer collection now held in our archives.  At a recent WI meeting I 

showed a series of pictures as a fill in during the NAAFI break and one of the members was surprised to see her father 

in the line up.  Can anyone help with putting more names to faces. 

   

Editorial. 

As part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations our group will be taking part in The Jubilee Big One on 

Chaddesden Park on June 10th.  Any offers of help and ideas as to what to include in our display would be 

greatly appreciated.  As I mentioned at a recent meeting the history of Chaddesden is not restricted to our 

group alone and through the archives project we now have strong ties with many other local community 

groups who all have their own history to record.  The WI, Tuesday Club and Friends of Chaddesden Park all 

contribute to our project in their own way as do the local schools and various businesses. Our thanks go 

out to all of them including The Jubilee Club, The Toby Carvery, C & C Magazines and M Murfin and Sons all 

of whom support us, though the fact is never advertised.  I was recently informed that the Jubilee Club 

have launched their own website which will include details of forthcoming events and items regarding  

administration as well as a history of the club which enjoys its 77th birthday this year.  They can be found at 

www.chaddjubilee.co.uk or by following the link from our own site.  AJB.  
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Spondon House Central School  

 
 

In 1929 Mr Gerald Williams became the 
Headmaster of Spondon Central School. 
 
During his time there, he kept a book of cuttings 
and letters which were recently donated to West 
Park School.  This included the inspection report 
of July 1930  
 

“The present Headmaster took charge in September 

1929. He is a man of infinite energy and has already 

spread his spirit over the school. The whole place is 

wide awake and humming with industry and energy. By 

sheer force of character he has carried along with him 

the whole of his staff, as well as the children. Indeed 

the chief characteristic of the school is the fearless 

courage with which both teachers and children attack 

the work.  

Although, thanks to the Headmaster’s supervision, the 

teachers are under constant scrutiny of an acutely 

critical mind, and though they have to submit to a 

searching test every term, they are not afraid to make 

mistakes and show the spirit of adventure 

characteristic of youth. In fact the school has a 

brilliant future”. 

 

  

His time was not without controversy, as reported 
in the Derby Daily Express on 16th December 1929. The reorganisation of the school system 
converted Spondon School to a Central School.  This resulted in 25 Chaddesden children being 
transferred from the village school in Chaddesden to the Spondon.  Concerns about the children’s 
safety in travelling to and from school resulted in a strike by the Chaddesden parents.  This 
delayed the children starting at Spondon Central School until January 1930.   
At this time Sir Charles Trevelyan MP, President of the Board of Education wrote that Spondon 
School provides” manual, domestic science and science rooms, as well as playing fields and 
gardens, and they place it under a good headmaster” 
He stayed at the school until 1933, when he left to become Head of Northumberland Heath Senior 
School in Erith. (Jean Moss – community@westpark.derby.sch.uk) 
 
I’ve been told that all pupils at the school received a gift to commemorate the Queen’s Coronation.  
The youngest pupils received a spoon, the next years pupils an ashtray and the oldest pupils a 
tankard.  Can anyone remember this?  Has anyone still got their gift? 

It would be interesting to see them in this her jubilee year  (JM) 

 

 Contact Us 

Andrew Bailey, Editor and Archives Team Leader 01332 665333 or andrewjbailey50@btinternet.com 

Linda Crosby, Group Secretary01332 676425 or linda.crosby2@ntlworld.com 

 Disclaimer. 
Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this Newsletter we 

apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Neither the editor nor committee of Chaddesden Historical 

Group guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for publication in this newsletter. The Committee wish to thank West Park 

School, Derby Local Studies Library and Derby Telegraph for their continued support in the production of this newsletter. AJB 
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End Of The Road For Felix 

Saturday 28 January 2012 was the last day of operation of the Black Cat bus through Chaddesden by Felix Bus Service 

of Stanley.  The former Felix journeys on the Black Cat between Derby and Ilkeston Hospital are now operated by 

Midland General Omnibus Company, a subsidiary of Trent Barton.  Midland General also works the Sunday Black Cat 

between Derby and Heanor, reduced from 7 to 4 return journeys.  Felix Bus Service was months away from its 90th 

anniversary.  The company was founded by local man Norman Frost, born at Stanley.  Frost was apprenticed to a 

garage on leaving school but his apprenticeship was interrupted by the First World War in which he served with the 

Royal Army Service Corps in France.  After the war he returned to the garage but later moved to Rolls-Royce. 

A few years later he borrowed some money from his father, bought a Crossley lorry for £500 and began delivering 

coal and transporting miners.  This lorry was converted at weekends to a bus that ran between Stanley and Ilkeston. 

In 1924 Mr Frost started to run to Derby, terminating in the yard of a public house where the Council House now 

stands.  The fleet then consisted of two Crossleys, one carrying a body built by William Dickens of Loughborough.  

When Dickens asked what name he wanted on the side of the bus, Mr Frost's favourite song "Felix kept on Walking" 

provided the answer.  The bus was painted in his favourite colours of red and maroon. 

Operation of the Ilkeston - Derby service became daily when a licence was obtained to terminate at the Derby Albert 

Street Bus Station.  In 1933 the Derby terminus was changed to the Morledge Bus Station.  A temporary terminus on 

Derwent Street was used between 2005 and 2010 while the new Derby Bus Station was being built. 

The route through Chaddesden has always been via Nottingham Road, Chaddesden Lane and Morley Road.  The 

original garage was in New Street, Stanley.  In July 1937, larger premises were opened in Station Road.  Post war the 

route was lengthened with a diversion through a new housing estate at West Hallam. 

Although Mr Frost stopped driving buses in 1966, he continued to run the company and supervise repairs and 

maintenance until his death in March 1975.  The business then passed to his nephew, Mr G. Middup, of Grantham.  

Miss Ida Bacon, who had helped Mr Frost run the business, became company secretary when Felix became a limited 

company in 1975.  The company's 60th anniversary was celebrated by a line-up of five buses in Ilkeston Market Place 

in March 1982.  The Ilkeston terminus was moved to Wharncliffe Road in 1986 when the Market Place was 

pedestrianised and the route extended to the new hospital a year later. 

By this time the sole route had acquired a number - 12.  Competition had appeared in the form of the Trent 120 

following the same route between Derby and Ilkeston and extending to Mansfield.  The branding of both routes as 

Black Cat is a recent innovation.  

In 2009, "Felix the Cat Creations Inc.", a large United States company, approached Felix and claimed it owned 

copyright for images of cats used next to the Felix name.  To avoid a costly law case Felix buses carried just the 

company name for their final years of operation, while Trent Barton buses on the same route continue to display a 

black cat logo which is even printed on the tickets. 

 Peter Barnes, with additional information from John Bennett 

 
YJ08 EFL, a VDL with Plaxton Centro body new in March 2008, seen at Chaddesden Lane End on its last day with Felix.  

John Bennett. 
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Group Visits Planned for 2012 

 
THE NATIONAL BREWERY CENTRE Burton on Trent 

Thursday APRIL 12
TH

 11.00am For a 2 hour guided tour.  Restaurant 

open for something to eat after the tour if desired. 

Cost £7.50.  Please pay at April meeting. 

 

DALE ABBEY 

Thursday MAY 10
TH

 1.30pm. A guided tour of the area including:  the 

Church, the Ruin and if desired the Hermits Cave 

Max No.30 so get your name down early.  Meet at Friars House, Poplar 

Farmhouse, the Village, Dale Abbey DE7 4PN.  Parking on site.  Full cost 

of tour including a Cream Tea is £5.50.  Payable at May meeting 

 

JOHN TAYLOR BELL FOUNDRY LOUGHBOROUGH. 

Thursday 21
ST

 JUNE 12.30pm from the Jubilee Club for a fascinating 

afternoon looking into this ancient tradition. Hopefully they will be 

casting on the day. 

We will be hiring a coach to take members to this event which will be 

subsidised from funds. I will arrange car parking at the Jubilee for 

members wishing to leave their cars there.  

Cost £8 for the tour.  Coach money to be advised. 

 

HADDON HALL 

Thursday 12
TH

 JULY 11.00am for 1½ hour Guided Tour of this lovely Hall. 

Restaurant will be open for refreshments before return journey.  Cost 

£11.50 payable July meeting. 

If you are not able to attend the monthly meeting on any of the above 

dates when payment is due  please pay for your visit in advance.   If you 

are a car driver and can offer a lift to those members who do not drive 

please let me know. 

Thank you Linda Crosby 676425 

Chaddesden Womens Institute. 

The above group now meet on the first 

Monday of the month in the meeting room 

of the United Reform Church in Reginald 

Road. Having met for over 30 years in the 

Community Hall we wish them well in their 

new location.  AJB 

The Friends of Chaddesden Wood. 

On the 29th of April this year the Friends of Chaddesden Wood will be celebrating the 21st anniversary of the 

Wood being designated a Local Nature Reserve.  The event will include displays and activities in both the Wood 

and also in The Oakwood Community Centre to which everyone is invited. 

Formed in February 2010 with just nine members, the voluntary group now has over 60 names on the mailing 

list. The Committee structure was formalised in February 2011, with the primary objectives of implementing the 

Management Plan recommendations, keeping records of wildlife on the site, securing grants and holding public 

awareness events. 

 The Friends of Chaddesden Wood operates within the Wild Derby partnership, which itself is part of Derby City 

Council and provides support to the group and an interface to Derby City Council Parks, who retain ultimate 

responsibility or the welfare of the site. 

The group has already compiled reports on species of birds and bats to be found in or around the wood, 

invertebrates and amphibians found in the ponds and, of course, a detailed record of the differing types of trees 

and ground cover from the Management Plan. Friends of Chaddesden Wood also works in partnership with the 

Oakwood Neighbourhood Board to maintain and develop the wood as an important resource for the 

community, this has included funding of a new nature trail.  

These notes, with additional text, are taken from their website which can be found  at www.focwood.org.uk and 

we thank the organisers for allowing them to be reproduced here. 

AJB. 

 

http://www.focwood.org.uk/

