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The United Reformed Church in Reginald Road. 

Editorial 

A another new year arrives and just when we think that we have had a rest from change, things change. The familiar 

sight above is one such event in that the URFC is closing due to lack of congregation and running costs. The land was 

gifted by Chaddesden builder Mr C E Mellors in 1935 and the foundation stone was laid in January of 1937. The 

doors opened for services in May of that year.  After 78 years of community service the site will now be sold. 

Another change involves our very own Wilmot Arms.  After dwindling fortunes over the years the brewery sold it to 

the sitting  tenant last year only for it to have been sold again to the Steamin' Billy Brewing Company and will be 

reopening on January 29th. The Wilmot was called The Wheel in the early 1800s.  One of the earlier landlords was 

John Millington who was born in Chaddesden in 1788 and married Ann Bennett on the 15th February 1814.  He 

appeared in the Derby Mercury as the landlord of the Wheel Inn in Chaddesden where he hosted the inaugural 

meeting of the Association for the Prosecution of Felons on the 26th of October 1816. Over two hundred years of 

service to the community and maybe many more to come. The ever changing face of Chaddesden is not a new thing 

and  ensures that groups such as ours have a duty to research and record as much of it as we can. These two events, 

as mentioned, show that though these buildings and many others have survived the passage of time the people have 

not and it is to them, and the other residents of Chaddesden long gone, that we all owe a debt of gratitude.  Without 

the efforts of all of the residents of Chaddesden from as far back as the middle ages we would not be able to enjoy 

and complain about the place we call home.  Andrew.  
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THE OAKRIDGE ALLOTMENTS Part 1 of 2. 

Whilst going through a file of old papers recently, I discovered a small sketch plan that my late father, Frank 

Cholerton, had made.   It was a few seconds before I was able to recollect him drawing this little plan many years 

ago, when he was telling me about the allotments which once stood on the south side of Morley Road where 

Oakridge and Lawrence Avenue are today.   It seems that in earlier years this land formed part of a larger field of 

about nine acres which had once included the village cricket pitch, but at some point in time its owner deemed it 

surplus to requirements and part of it was divided into smaller plots, which were let to keen local gardeners like my 

grandfather John Robert Cholerton (1895–1974) and my uncle Harold “Lal” Smith (1903 –1982).  

    Unfortunately Dad’s original plan was too faded to reproduce, so I 

have copied it and also re-oriented it to match the Ordnance Survey 

map featured later in the article, but otherwise it is much as he drew 

it.   His simple pencil sketch showed this part of Morley Road as it was 

perhaps in the 1940s and 1950s as follows: NORTH SIDE: “Fell” (Jinnie 

Fell’s cottage, 49 Morley Road); “Ch” (Cholerton’s farmhouse now 

demolished and part built over by 51 Morley Road); “LT” (Laurence 

(“Lol”) Talbot’s bungalow, 51 Morley Road).   SOUTH SIDE: “Appleby” 

(50 Morley Road); “Dexter’s Bungalow” (48 Morley Road); “Theaker” 

(a plot owned by the Theaker family, who used to have a potted-meat 

stall in Derby Market Hall); “TP” (uncertain, possibly an allotment kept by Tom Poyser); “Dad” (John Robert 

Cholerton’s allotment) and “Osbond” (maybe a reference to Mrs. Lizzie Osbond, who ran Brook Farm on Chapel Lane 

until her death in 1936, or, more likely, to her son and daughter-in-law James and Doris Osbond).  

    I had always assumed that the name “Oakridge” was given to this little housing development of some 40 or so 

properties off Morley Road by either the local council or the builder, but Dad assured me that the name was in use 

many years before the houses were constructed, as this Derby 

Daily Telegraph advertisement of 1 September 1920 shows: 

“FOR SALE, Freehold Garden Plot, Oakridge Estate, 

Chaddesden, containing 4,042 square yards (well fenced 

round), cultivated, now cropping; splendid bungalow site.   For 

particulars apply H. H. Kind, Breaston.”   The area mentioned 

here amounted to over three-quarters of an acre and was a 

sizable portion of the original field.   Interestingly, there was 

once a firm of nurseryman at Breaston called Kind & 

Chambers, so perhaps this piece of land at Oakridge had 

originally been bought with the idea of operating it as a 

commercial nursery garden.   Further proof that the name 

“Oakridge” pre-dates the building of the modern houses is 

demonstrated by the fact that number 50 Morley Road, or 

more accurately the old cottage which once stood in its 

garden, was known by this name at least as far back as March 

1935 when an obituary notice in the Derby Evening Telegraph 

recorded the death of Mr. Robert Thomas Appleby of 

“Oakridge Cottage” at the age of 64. 

    The whereabouts of the ridge which first gave “Oakridge” its 

name is something of a puzzle.   It can hardly be the tree-

fringed Windmill Hill about 400 yards away to the south-east, 

which nowadays is predominantly crowned with ashes and 

small-leaved limes, not oaks.   Aerial photographs of the 1940s do, however, show a thickly wooded patch of ground 

where numbers 70 & 72 Morley Road and number 1 Oakridge would later be built, so maybe this patch of gently 

rising ground was the original oak ridge. 



    I believe Grandad first rented a plot at Oakridge sometime around 1943 in addition to the sizeable and beautifully 

maintained garden he kept at his home on Wood Road.   Maybe he was doing his own bit to aid the war-time “Dig 

for Victory” campaign.   My aunt recalls her father keeping a variety of animals on his allotment, including pigeons 

and rabbits for their meat, ducks and chickens for a plentiful supply of both eggs and meat, and also, on at least one 

occasion, a pig.   She remembers going up to see her father at Oakridge and that as soon as she left Morley Road to 

go down the path to the allotments, someone would inevitably pop out of one of the adjacent properties and ask 

her what she was up to and where she was going. Peter Cholerton. (The concluding part of Peters excellent article 

will be included in the April Newsletter.AJB.) 

 

THE CHADDESDEN GHOST 
 

It all started on December 22nd 1929 when a letter was sent to the Derby Telegraph. It read 'Sir- for your 
information and you readers enlightenment I must tell you that the above mentioned ghost most assuredly does 
exist! For the sceptical, if they care to come on Boxing Day morning and see the comic football match between Toc H 
v Chaddesden Village they will see the actual 'Ghost' keeping goal for the village team.  His worship the 'Mayor' of 
Chaddesden kicks off at 10-30 am and distributes the cup and medals at 11-30 am.' The letter was signed Mr H W 
Fairlie, the 'Mayor' of Chaddesden. 
Great excitement ensued on the day and the village turned out in force. Toc H arrived on time with a goodly 
following and were welcomed by the 'Mayor' in full regalia. They then marched to the football ground to meet their 
opponents. The referee was ex Company Sergeant Major L Williams of The Rifle Brigade. The 'Mayor' duly kicked off 
and a keenly contested game ensued. At half-time Toc H  were in the lead by 2-1, the ex 'Mayor' Alderman Brown 
was playing an magnificent game for both sides and this was only equaled by the astonishing manner in which the 
Chaddesden Ghost  (Vin Clews) repulsed the onslaught between the posts. Toc H were within sight of winning when 
an accident befell one of their players, Jumbo, and the Village leveled the score at 2-2. Even after extra time no 
further goals were scored so the 'Town Clerk', Mr H F Leuty, pronounced Toc H to be the winners of the cup and the 
Village we awarded medals. The match raised £5 5s 5p for the Chaddesden Hospital Fund , a sizable sum in 1929. 
This photograph of the opposing teams appeared in the Derby Telegraph on the 27th December 1929 to great 
amusement.  Does anyone know where this match was played? Or can you identify the cottage which appears in the 
background?  We think it was probably Chaddesden Park, but if anyone knows for certain please let us know.  Rita 
Bailey 
 

 
( The two teams, representing the Chaddesden Village eleven and the Derby branch of Toc H who played a comic football match 

at Chaddesden yesterday. Note the 'Chaddesden Ghost' who played in goal. Photo courtesy of the Derby Telegraph) 
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Chaddesden School Photograph. 

 

 
 

This is one of two photographs lent to us at our recent Archives Day by Elizabeth Kay.  

The names on the rear are difficult to read so can you fill any of the spaces? Top Row- J Igo, G Griffis, ? 

G Cummings, C Warrington, M Barron, J Merran, G Mather, C Pollard, J Ahern. 2nd Row- V Rumbolt, R 

Spencer, A Pountain, p Wilks, S Mitchel, C Crossley, J Nodem, ? , Angela Marsh, D Tomlinson, P Carey. 

3rd Row- K Kitchen, P Hardwick, ? , ? , P Wilson, ? , M Spooner, P Richardson, ? , J Sharet. 4th Row- J 

Reinsford, P Gibbs, S Blazely, ? Clayton, E Aldridge, C Rooke, P Drury, E Kay, S Clarke, ? . Bottom Row. G 

Campbell, C Simpson, ? . 

AGM 2015 

It's that time of year again and we are preparing for our AGM in April. If you have any points to raise 

or matters you wish to hear discussed please talk to one of your committee members who will arrange 

for them to be included in the agenda. 
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Disclaimer. 
  

Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this 
Newsletter we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Neither the editor nor committee of 
Chaddesden Historical  Group guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for publication in this newsletter. The 
Committee wish to thank West Park School, Derby Local Studies Library and Derby Telegraph for their continued 
support in the production of this newsletter.  AJB.  


