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The photograph above is reproduced by courtesy of Dave Harris of the Midland Railway Study
Centre. It shows the Derwent Bridge, number 8 on the railway between London Road Junction
and Spondon Junction. For its location please see the map on the back page of Newsletter 59.
The building on the left hand side is the short-lived Derwent Bridge signal box which was
operational from 9th January to about 3rd March 1910 to control a short section of interlaced track
while work was carried out on the bridge.
The location is not, and never has been Spondon. When the bridge was built in 1866-67 it was
entirely in Chaddesden. After the 1901 Derby Borough boundary extension in which Osmaston
parish was absorbed into the Borough, the boundary followed the centre of the river, about where
the man is standing. The photograph was taken from the Osmaston side of the water.
The River Derwent we see today is the result of the Riverlands Scheme of 1930 – 1934 in which
its course was straightened to improve the flow and the river bed dredged to lower the water level.
Even so, the river level seemed excessively high. A check of local newspapers for December
1909 found a report in the Derby Daily Telegraph of Thursday 23 December, of floods in the Derby
district and a similar report in the Derby Advertiser of the following day. It is likely that the
photograph was taken on one of those
two days.
The photo on the right was taken on 9
November 2017 from approximately the
same location - the Riverside Path
between Pride Park and Alvaston Park,
The train is the 11:39 Newark Castle to
Matlock.partly hidden by a bush that
has grown up in the past 100 years.
Photo: Peter Barnes

THOMAS POYSER 1868 - 1949
Thomas Poyser, son of William and
Patricia Beatrice Poyser was baptised
at St Mary, Chaddesden on 1
November 1868. 2
In the 1891 Census Thomas Poyser of
Chaddesden was a grocer's assistant
age 22.

Thanks to Jean Moss for inspiring this article and
providing the title photograph of the unique street
name framed by house number 2's neatly trimmed
hedge.

By 1917 he was a farmer at Tiny Hall,
Chaddesden Lane and remained there
until selling the farm to house builders
in the early 1930s when he retired to a
house on Morley Road.

Why is it a unique name? The Post Office address
database lists six other roads in Britain named
Poyser but there is only one Poyser Avenue.
Poyser Avenue, Chaddesden is a postwar
development of 50 council houses off the west side
of Wood Road between Field Lane and Rupert Road.
It is named after Thomas Poyser who was a
member of the first Chaddesden Parish Council and
served on the Council for 39 years 1 .
It is a no through road for motor vehicles but the
original intention was for the road to curve sharply at
its west end and join Field Lane. That planned
course can be discerned on the 1947 revision of the
1:2500 Ordnance Survey map in Derby Local
Studies Library on which Poyser Avenue appears to
have been drawn by hand. Making the road a dead
end allowed room to build more houses and prevents
through traffic. Pedestrians are spared a long walk
around by a jitty between houses 41 and 43 that
leads to Field Lane.
Visitors may notice a gap between houses 11 and 15
and wonder what happened to the ill-fated number
13. There never was a 13 Poyser Avenue. Nothing
unusual about that – many streets in Chaddesden
have no house number 13 - but it is unusual to leave
a gap to emphasise the omission. The reason is
that two houses on Field Lane stand on unusually
long plots. 11 and 15 Poyser Avenue have wider
plots to compensate for the lack of distance from
front to back.
References
1. Meeting of Chaddesden Parish Council, 6 March 1947,
reported in the Derby Evening Telegraph the following day.
2. www.familysearch.org

Tiny Hall
The Derby Evening Telegraph of
Saturday 8 January 1949 reported his
death, at Smithy Farm, Morley, aged 80,
the previous day.
“Mr Poyser was vice-chairman of
Chaddesden Parish Council from
1910 to 1926, and prior to the
Council's formation in 1894 he was
Parish Overseer.
In 1915 he founded Chaddesden
Hospital Fund Association. He was
connected with the Chaddesden
branch of the National Farmers'
Union for nearly 40 years. He was
also People's Warden at Chaddesden
Parish Church and he was an active
supporter
of
the
Conservative
movement.
Interment will be at Chaddesden
Churchyard next Thursday [13
January], following a funeral service
at 2.30pm.”
Thanks to Peter Cholerton for
assistance with the preparation of this
article.

This article by Jean Moss makes an interesting follow-up to the talk on Heanor Grammar
School given by Robert Mee at our November meeting.

Chaddesden County Grammar School
Sorting through my paperwork, I found the
pamphlet shown here and a copy of the
speech by the Headmaster, Mr Houston, at
this event.
Few people appear to
remember that for three years the original
Lees Brook School building on Morley Road
was shared between two schools,
Chaddesden
County
Secondary,
Headmaster Mr Kay, and the County
Grammar School Chaddesden, Headmaster
Mr Houston.
After the post war baby boom, there was a
shortage of schools. Temporary buildings
were used until more permanent buildings
could be erected. Ford & Weston of Derby
built this school to cater for the increase in
the number of pupils in the area.
Mr Longland, Director of Education,
reported that there were 2,500 children to
be educated in and around Chaddesden at
this time. Chaddesden children on reaching
11 went to Spondon House School.
The situation was so critical that the school
opened for the first pupils in September
1954, despite the buildings not being
completed until January 1955. Until January there was no art room, wood or metal work
room or gymnasium (Mr Houston’s Speech). The official opening was delayed until
Saturday 7th May 1955.
Admission to the Grammar school was by selection, either the 11 or 13 plus. In the
September 1954 intake, there were 134 first year pupils and 18 pupils who had passed the
13 plus. Those children from Chaddesden who attended Spondon House Secondary
School at this time, had the choice of remaining at Spondon House or transferring to the
new Secondary School.
The Grammar School remained at the Morley Road site for three years before transferring
to the new buildings on West Road, Spondon in September 1957. The school was
renamed Spondon Park Grammar School. Yet again pupils were admitted before the
school was fully completed, builders, electricians, plumbers, painters and bull dozers were
still working on site in September. (Health and Safety seemed less important in those
days.)
Mr Houston at the First Annual Prize Giving commented on the good working relationship
that was maintained between the two schools: “..our relations with Mr Kay and his staff
have been most harmonious and agreeable and we are grateful for their understanding
and help. We share a Common Room and have found ways of helping each other”.
Records relating to Chaddesden Grammar School and Spondon Park Grammar School
have been deposited at the Derbyshire Record Office.

The Village Stocks
Stocks have long played a part in the history of punishment and are even mentioned in antiquity,
for example the Bible notes that when Paul and Silas were confined to the inner prison at
Philippi the gaoler "fastened their feet in the
stocks" (Acts 16:24).
Here in England stocks
were specifically mentioned in the 1351 Statute of
Labourers, and indeed right up until the 1870s
minor criminals were punished by being locked in
them for varying lengths of time. I am sure you
have all probably seen examples of these
contraptions elsewhere in the county at places like
Sudbury and Eyam, but a recent discovery gave
me an insight into a hitherto-unexplored facet of
Chaddesden's history when I came across a
newspaper article relating to our own village stocks.
On 7 July 1931, the Derby Daily Telegraph carried a short request from the Vicar of
Chaddesden, Rev. J. E. S. Hackforth, who wanted to copy old prints or etchings "of objects of
interest in the parish". One particular item he knew existed and was specifically looking for,
was described as "a picture of the ground in front of the church, with the village stocks in the
foreground." We may imagine that Hackforth, who was vicar between 1919 and 1932, had
probably been told about this picture by an elderly parishioner perhaps recounting a photograph
taken some forty or fifty years previously (say c.1880 or so), or maybe an even earlier painting.
Now at last we now know approximately where the stocks were situated. As can be seen on
this extract from the 1900 Ordnance Survey map, the ground to the west of St. Mary's Church
was formerly occupied by six little almshouses and the village schoolhouse (demolished in 1961
and 1956 respectively), so clearly the stocks could not have been placed there. Hackforth's
description also rules out the south side of the church, which leaves the north side as the only
possible location that matches his description, i.e. "the ground in front of the church". This fits
in well with the key concept of the
village stocks as a form of rough
justice; for in earlier centuries what is
now the narrow footpath immediately to
the north of the churchyard was much
wider and formed the main route to
Spondon, which of course meant that
any malefactors confined by their legs
in the stocks on the north side of the
church could easily be seen and
ridiculed by numerous passers-by and
perhaps also pelted with rotten fruit,
clods of earth or anything else
conveniently to hand! Thus justice was
not only done, but seen to be done as
well.
I have no idea when the stocks were removed from our churchyard; being built of wood maybe
they simply rotted away towards the end of the 19th century as the old parochial means of
keeping law and order was supplanted by a county-based police system. In June 1872, the
editor of the Derby Mercury found the use of stocks in the Berkshire town of Newbury worthy of
mention. There, it seems a local drunk had disrupted the church service, and was imprisoned
in Newbury's market stocks for four hours much to the amusement of countless onlookers; the
newspaper noting this was the first time the town's stocks had been used in twenty-six years!


The Village Stocks
When John Farey wrote the third volume of his General View of the Agriculture of Derbyshire
(published in 1817), he commented that sitting in the parish stocks as a form of summary
punishment, seemed "growing into entire disuse, although ridiculously enough, every country
place continues religiously to uphold its stocks." Farey frequently asked villagers whether they
could remember their stocks being used, and almost invariably (unless he was talking to elderly
people) the replies were in the negative (Farey, Vol.3, p.631).
In volume two of his own work, Three Centuries of Derbyshire Annals (published 1890), J. C.
Cox updates Farey by stating that the stocks at Killamarsh to the north-east of Chesterfield
were used in 1827 and again in 1829. Cox also provides some useful information about the
Killamarsh stocks (now to be found inside the churchyard), but which were once "fixed just
outside the gate of the churchyard, which was the most usual place for the stocks, so that the
occupier might be exposed to the contempt of the worshippers" (Cox, Vol. 2, p.49).
A later article about Chaddesden in the Derby Evening Telegraph of 18 February 1954 also
makes a brief mention of the village stocks, but mistakenly states they were once situated in
Brookfield Avenue and later replaced by the village pinfold. The pinfold did indeed once stand
on Morley Road some 100 yards to the north-east of where Brookfield Avenue would later be
built, but this could never have been the location for the village stocks ... remember that stocks
would have been (a) placed to ensure that many passers-by would see the miscreant confined
in them, and (b) ideally overlooked by other properties so as to deter the criminal's friends from
attempting to release him. In years gone by, the pinfold site on Morley Road certainly wasn't
near any houses and would have seen little in the way of passing traffic, except the occasional
farm cart slowly wending its way along the road!
Unfortunately there doesn't appear to have been a follow-up to the 1931 newspaper article, so
we are left wondering whether Rev. Hackforth was successful in tracking down the picture of the
village stocks. Who knows, maybe the picture he was searching for is still on display in a
house locally!
Copyright © Peter Cholerton, 2017

More on Max Road
Thanks to several people who provided additional information after the article on Max Road in
the previous newsletter, not just on Max Road itself but on Rupert Road and other estate roads
as well. There is enough to make an article on the Wood Road Estate for a future newsletter.
Peter Cholerton commented on the name of the estate: “Wood Road has never been known as
Wood Lane ... the confusion arose during the building process when people who didn't know the
area began completing official documents (e.g. planning applications, advertisements, etc), and
mistakenly called it Woods Lane or Wood Lane.”
Agreed, the name is Wood Road and that is how it appears in the electoral register and on the
1938 revision of the Ordnance Survey map but the error was so widespread as to make it hard
to ignore. A search of the Derby Evening Telegraph between 1937 and 1939 found that “Woodlane, Chaddesden” appeared nearly as often as “Wood-road, Chaddesden”. Some of that can
be attributed to local residents using the wrong name. As late as May 1949, the Architect's
Department of Derby County Borough Council produced a planning application for a “Wood
Lane Estate” and they really should have known better.
Peter Barnes

Meetings
Thursday 4 January
Speaker: Jane Middleton Smith (W W Winter's archivist)
Thursday 1 February
The Bennerley Viaduct
Speaker Kieran Lee
Thursday 1 March
Canary Girls of Chilwell
Speaker Maureen Rushton
Thursday 5 April
Annual General Meeting followed by Votes for Women (Suffragettes)
Speaker Rowena Edlin White

Wonderful Things

Jubilee Club Fruit, Vegetable and Flower Show

Above is an extract from the front page photo of newsletter 60 that was reproduced by courtesy
of the Jubilee Club. The photo has since been published in Chaddesden Magazine, as a result
of which we have names for two of those pictured. Thanks to Tracey Wade we know that the
gentleman wearing a bow tie was her great great grandfather, Harry Farrell, who was President
and a founder member of the Jubilee Club and also a member of the church choir. To the left of
Harry Farrell and looking over someone's shoulder is Harry Leuty, secretary of the Jubilee Club
and grandfather of Janet Wright whom we thank for identification.
Is anybody able to confirm that the gent on the right, sideways to the camera, is Mr J Moore,
please, and if so, which one?
The 1937 electoral register lists three of that name in
Chaddesden: John Moore at Lowemoor, Cherry Tree Hill; another John Moore at 18 Wilsthorpe
Road and James Moore at Dennisville, Autumn Grove – or none of those – someone from
outside the area who was a member of the Jubilee Club?

Disclaimer
The Chaddesden Historical Group does not guarantee the accuracy of items published in this
newsletter. While every attempt has been made to trace the original ownership of photographs
and maps, we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. Our thanks go
to our contributors, Derby Local Studies Library, Derby Telegraph, Peter Cholerton for proof
reading and West Park School for printing.

