Chaddesden Historical Group
(www.chaddesdenhistoricalgroup.co.uk)
.
(e-mail: editorchg@outlook.com; phone 01332 669248)

August 2015 Issue 50
Welcome to our
August issue

This photograph, courtesy of Central
England Co-operative Society
shows the Wood Road/Chaddesden
Lane store in 1938.
It consisted of a grocery and a
butchery section. The manager was
Mr Hallam, Marie Garner’s uncle. A
selection of Marie’s memories are
overleaf. Who remembers the shop
assistants names?

We would like
this newsletter to
reflect the
interests of the
members of the
group.

In those days children could buy
cigarettes for their parents. Who
would dare forget to give their
mum’s check number!

Please forward
any suggestions
you might have to
a member of the
team by e-mail or The photograph on the right
telephone.
shows the building as it is now.
Articles and
information on
Chaddesden are
always
appreciated.

The building is part of the Central
England Co-operative Funeral
Service.
Derby Co-operative Provident
and Industrial Society, played a
large role in the development of
Chaddesden. This ranged from
shops to the mobile delivery vans
that came round on a regular
basis. An article on the Co-op
will be in a future issue.

Editorial
As this is the 50th
issue of the
magazine, we
decided to make
it a bumper
colour issue of
six pages.
A big thank you
to all those who
have contributed
to the magazine
over the years.
What will the next
50 issues bring?

Thank you for your comments and responses, we’ve put a selection of these
in this newsletter. The piece about the Housing Inspector bought back
memories for many who grew up in Chaddesden Council Houses. In the days
before mobile phones, children who lived in the semis, passed messages from
their bedroom window by notes on sticks. If you were more advanced, a
pulley system was used with string and tin cans.
It has been suggested that we include details of Chaddesden people in future
issues, not necessarily the famous, but those people who were part of our
lives as we grew up. One suggestion was the park keeper who used to ring a
bell before he locked the park gates. Was his nickname Pinky? Do you know
his proper name? Another suggestion was the local policeman, who used to
clip you around the ears if he thought you were up to mischief.
In this issue we refer to Mr Dowling, what about other headmasters and
school teachers? We all have our memories of that time and it would be good
to share them. Jean, Sandra & Mary

For more information about the group, details of the speakers and planned visits, please contact Linda
Crosby, the Group’s Secretary on 01332 676425 or by e-mail at linda.crosby2@ntlworld.com.

Memories of Chaddesden
One of the group’s founder members, Marie Garner, kindly agreed to be interviewed about her life in
Chaddesden. Below are some of her memories, can you add to them?
Marie’s parent’s, Charles and Ethel, married on 26th July
1930. Her father was the son of Mr & Mrs Harris of
Highfield House, Chaddesden and her mother was the
daughter of Mr & Mrs Hallam of Rose Dene, Wilmot
Avenue, Chaddesden.
Their wedding reception was held at Highfield House. For
the first part of their married life they lived there, before
moving to a new house that had been built at Stoney
Flatts Crescent Chaddesden.
Marie married Ken Garner in 1956, another of our founder
members, and has remained in Chaddesden ever since.
As a result her memories of Chaddesden go back many
years.
Her first recollection is from 1937 at Stoney Flatts Crescent, when she remembers sitting on the
pavement watching Wood Road shops being built. At that time Wood Road finished at Stoney
Flatts Crescent.
At this time deliveries were made by horse and cart, this included the Co-op bread man and the
milkman Mr Lummas. Milk was measured out from a churn on the back of the cart. The horse
used to enjoy his stop in Stoney Flatts. He munched on the privet hedge whilst the milk was
given out. This left a semi-circle cut out of the hedge. Milk was delivered 7 days a week. Mr
Lummas didn’t deliver on Sunday. It was delivered by two of his five daughters. The coal
deliveries gave Marie another task, she had to collect the horse manure for the roses.
There were very few cars at this time, her grandfather used to come and visit by pony and trap.
Her grandparents lived at Highfield House from 1925 to 1947 and had stables there for the
ponies, a large orchard and an aviary.
Marie went to Morley Road School when she was 5, although unofficially
she went two weeks earlier with her neighbour Pat Carryer, but wasn’t
allowed to stay. As with many who attended, she remembers Mr Dowling
and his dummy Joey well. He used to go round the older classes each
day with Joey and ask a times table question. Joey used to point to the
person who had to answer.
Being war time you had to take your gas mask and practise air raid drills.
If you were caught in the open you had to crouch down on the ground and
cover your head. Mr Dowling always said “You can live without your
bottom but not your head”. At first you had slates with chalk, then when
you moved up to the next class you were given crayons. You had to
provide your own box. Most children took in a 50 cigarette box, a
©Peter Cholerton
popular Christmas gift to their fathers.
Living in Stoney Flatts Crescent at that time were some interesting
characters. For a while during the war, services were stopped at St Mary’s. So Mr George
Smith at No 6 held services in his front room on a Sunday. Mr John Hulland lived with his sister,
Ethel, at No 10. He worked for the Council and regularly used to drive a very large steam roller
home. Something all the children wanted to play on. His daughter became a G.I. Bride and
went to the USA after the war.
Marie remembers the day the large water reservoir, on land where Maine Drive and the
bungalows are now, froze over. It was surrounded by wire. Her uncle, Reg Harris, who was a
special constable during the war, unlocked the gate and 20 to 30 people skated there.
Thank you Marie for this and other memories, and to Peter for the photograph of Mr Dowling.

Changing Face of Chaddesden
June’s issue showed
. on the
the structure
left, built as part of the
latest extension to
Nottingham Road
Cemetery. This
structure can be used
as an alternative
location, if a grave side
service is not
appropriate. The
structure on the right is
a washing facility.
This was a major project and took place in the field adjacent to Highfield Lane. The last large space
available in the cemetery.
There is still a great deal more to learn about the cemetery and we would value your assistance .
A walk round the cemetery shows how this
area has changed since the first burial in
1855 and reflects the changing population
of Derby. The oldest part of the cemetery
has become an informal nature reserve. In
spring, it is covered with snowdrops
followed by primroses and bluebells.
During a walk you will see three headstones
against the Nottingham Road wall. These
mark the sites of those who were buried at
King Street Methodist Church, St Alkmund’s
Church and St James the Lesser, Ascot
Drive. During the redevelopment of Derby,
those buried there were moved to
Nottingham Road Cemetery and re-interred in common graves. King Street Methodist Church closed in
1961, St Alkmund’s was demolished in 1968 and St James the Lesser closed in 1980.
St Alkmund’s Church is where Joseph Wright and his family were
buried. During the re-interment process, the stone covering the
tomb was saved and is now in the Derby Cathedral.
Joseph Wright of Derby has become recognised in recent years as
"the first professional painter to express the spirit of the Industrial
Revolution". How different things would have been if his
contribution had been recognised earlier.
The Cemetery is also a Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery with
194 first world war casulties and 134 second world casualties
buried. This includes servicemen from Australia, Canada and India.
There is a small war graves plot and the remainder of the burials
are scattered throughout the cemetery, often in family graves.
The war graves plot includes the graves of German and Italian
prisoners of war. More information about the Allied casulties can
be found on the website www.cwgc.org.
The German website www.weltkriegsopfer.de gives details of the
10 German casulties. This website aims to remember all those
who have been killed in the two world wars, whether soldier or
civilian, German or any other nationality.

Chaddesden Historical Group – What Do We Do?
We are concerned with the history and development of Chaddesden and the surrounding area. We
organise regular meetings with talks and discussions (usually on the 1st Thursday of each month), visits,
exhibitions, publications and any other relevant activities.
For the last few years the group
has been represented at the
June Big 1 in Chaddesden . This
gives an opportunity to display
a selection of the group’s
archives.
This year, the displays
concentrated on Chaddesden
Hall and Chaddesden Park.
The Age Concern building,
where the display takes place, is
very close to the site of the Hall.
From the windows you are able
to see one of the rows of trees
leading to the Hall.
The table was used to occupy the children in making crowns and tiaras.
Visitors are welcome to our regular meetings, with an admission charge of £4. Details of the upcoming
speakers are given below:
September 3rd. Port Sunlight, a soap opera. Rod Pearson.

October 1st. Robert Bruce Napoleon Walker. Stephen Flinders.
November 5th. Master Thatcher. David Wood.
December 10th. Members Christmas Party. Derby A Cappella Chorus. This meeting is for members
only.
Membership is £7 and members pay an admission charge of £3. Members are able to attend the
Christmas Party, which includes a full buffet as well as entertainment. They are also able to take
advantage of our comprehensive visits programme.
The trips range from visiting
local places, usually only
available to local groups, such
as Locko Hall, to full day trips.
The latest trip was on the 18th
June. This was a full day trip
around the story of Richard III.
This included a guided tour
around Leicester Cathedral,
entrance to the Richard III
Visitors Centre and a
strawberry tea. An
informative, interesting trip
that was enjoyed by all. Even
the weather was good.
More information about the
Richard III story can be found
at www.richardiii.net . This includes Philippa Langley's quest for the lost grave of Richard III.

June’s Newsletter—Comments
& Feedback
.

Thank you for your responses to the newsletter and the C & C magazines, we really appreciate
the information that you have given. Below is a selection of additional information.
Chaddesden Memories—Mrs Hough
Dunkirk evacuation
Adding to Mrs Hough’s
memories, Operation
Dynamo was directed
from the tunnels below
Dover Castle. An
incredible 338,000 troops
were rescued. Special
trains were laid on to
move the troops around
the country, over 200
trains from Dover alone.
In 2005 an interview with Mr Hall gave more
information about this event. He remembers that
many of the injured soldiers from Dunkirk came to
Derby. There was a shortage of ambulances, so
he helped carry the stretchers from the railway
station to the DRI, 4 casualties to a stretcher.
A tour of the tunnels at Dover Castle helps you
understand the scope of the undertaking.

Photographer
Peter Cholerton has suggested that this address
could be 78 Chaddesden Lane, the home of Mr T.
D. Arnold and his family. Mr Arnold's son, Ernest
Richard (Dick) Arnold, was a professional
photographer who worked for the Derby Evening
Telegraph. Mr Arnold senior was also a
photographer; Peter has a Parish Magazine of
1939 in which the cover photo of the church has
the credit "Photo by T. D. Arnold, Chaddesden".
Mr Arnold appears to have photographed many of
those living in Chaddesden. Chris Reeves has
several family photographs taken by Mr Arnold.

Changing Face of Chaddesden
Peter has confirmed that the area covered by the
censuses had changed. In 1961 the census
area was what then remained of the parish of
Chaddesden. In 1968, the civil parish ceased to
exist and most of it was incorporated into an
enlarged County Borough of Derby
(The 2011 census figures relate solely to
"Chaddesden Ward" a somewhat arbitrary part of
Derby City Council which bears little resemblance
to the area of the old parish, so the population
figures do not compare like for like).

Twitchell
(jitty or narrow passageway or alley)
Peter has found an earlier use of the word
Twitchell in Derbyshire. A Tibshelf document of
1317 mentions the "little lane called
Smythistwychil".
Here at Chaddesden, the earliest use of the
name that Peter is aware of only dates from
c.1825, when there is a reference to the "Twitchel
by Henry Clark", this, possibly, is the short
footpath that runs from Wood Road (at the bottom
of Field Lane) to Morley Road.
Other residents used this term in the 1950s/60s
to refer to part of the Corpse Road It runs from
the left hand side of the church and finishes at the
Chaddesden Park entrance on Maine Drive.

Kraft House (C&C)

Chip Shop Meadow Lane
All correspondents agree
that they were very good
fish and chips and the
chip shop was in the front
room of a house.
Elizabeth Kay remembers
visiting regularly; it was
the left side of a semi
detached house, around
numbers 56 or 60.

Kelly’s Directory of 1941 lists Mrs Gertie Archer,
58 Meadow Lane as a seller of fried fish. Fish
were not on ration. Looking at the houses, there is
no sign of previous use as a chip shop.

Neil Bellamy recalls how Ernie Jackson and his
wife lived there. They owned the newsagents
at the bottom of Lime Grove. Mr Jackson was
a model engineer in his spare time. He was a
member of the Nottingham Society of Model
Engineers before being a founder member and
chairman of Erewash Model Engineers.

Chaddesden
Chat
.

This page is devoted to items that we think will interest members, so please let us know what you
would like to see included. Do you have any questions relating to Chaddesden? If so let us know
and we will try and answer them Do you have any snippets of information that may be of interest
to other members? All suggestions and ideas are gratefully received.
Memorial Hall—Chaddesden Lane
Amanda James is carrying out research to
build up a picture of the social history
surrounding the Memorial Hall. She would
appreciate receiving any information and
memories that you might have.
The e-mail address is
chaddesdenmemorialhall@gmail.com
Where in Chaddesden is this?

Cavendish Close Junior School.
As you may know, we are in the process of
having a new school built to replace the existing
Cavendish Close Junior School. The new building
will be completed before Christmas, and we will
open the doors of the new school to the
children at the beginning of January 2016 - the
old building will be demolished shortly
afterwards. Do you have any photos of times
gone by at Cav Close J, or at Morley Road
Council School, that we could use as part of an
event to commemorate the move? We would
be grateful for scanned copies or we could
photocopy any originals. Thank you.
Simon Field – Headteacher
Cavendish Close Junior School
01332 672338 or head@cavclosej.derby.sch.uk

The last photograph stumped many people,
hopefully this will be a little easier.
Unfortunately it is no longer the headquarters
of the brigades, so there is no saying how
long the plaque will stay there.
Chaddesden Parks Bowls Club Anniversary
At 7:45pm on September 13th
1955 the inaugural meeting of
the Bowls Club took place at
the Park Hotel Chaddesden.
This was attended by a total of
29 people. At this meeting the
club was officially formed, a
committee was elected, annual subscriptions were
agreed on and they decided to enter one team into
the South Derbyshire Amateur Crown Green
Bowls Association. More details of the club and its
history can be found at
www.chaddesdenparkbowlsclub.co.uk.

St John Ambulance Hut
Spondon and Chaddesden
have always had close links.
The April 1951 edition of The
Spondonian has an article
from St John Ambulance
Cadets, Chaddesden and
Spondon Division. This
article reports that “On
Thursday 22nd March we moved into our new
headquarters in Chaddesden Lane. We find it is
grand to own our headquarters and to be able to
arrange for more training. On Saturday 14th
April, we are giving a short play during the
children’s matinee at the Majestic Cinema.
Where St John’s Ambulance Hut was, is now a
car park. Many children went to school there
because of the classroom shortages after the
war. This and the Guide Hut were overflow class
rooms for Cherry Tree Hill School.

Disclaimer
Chaddesden Historical Group editorial team do not guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for
publication in this newsletter. Every attempt has been made to trace the original ownership of
photographs, pictures and articles used in this newsletter; we apologise for any acknowledgement
we have failed to make. Our thanks go to our contributors, West Park School, Derby Local Studies
Library and Derby Telegraph, without their support this newsletter would not be possible.

