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Welcome to our 
April issue. 
 

We would like this 
newsletter to reflect 
the interests of the 
members of the 
group.  Please 
forward any 
suggestions you 
might have to a  
member of the 
team by e-mail or 
telephone.   
 

Articles and 
information on 
Chaddesden are 
always 
appreciated. 
 

 

Our group is 
dependent on the 
work of volunteers.  
If you feel you can 
help in any way, 
please contact a 
member of the 
committee.   
 

 
 

Future Visits 
 

21st April 2016 
Staunton Harold, 

including afternoon 
tea. The coach 

leaves the Jubilee 
Club at 1pm £16 

 
19th May 2016 

Holme Pierrepoint 
Hall, including tea 
and biscuits. The 
coach leaves the 
Jubilee Club at 

1pm £14 

This photograph, loaned 
by Colin Allen, shows 
Chaddesden Hall at the 
turn of the century.  
Following Sir Henry 
Wilmot’s death in 1901, the 
estate was left in trust for 
his nephew Ralph until he 
became 21. This was on 
the understanding  Henry’s 
sister, Constance Wilmot, 
had the use of the estate 
during her lifetime.  
Constance died in 1916.  

On the 16th July 1917, by Order of the Chancery Division, permission was 
given to sell the Hall and the land. We do know that the Hall was advertised for 
sale, together with 108 acres in 1916. (Derby Daily Telegraph 7th June 1916 ) 
This appears to be before official permission was given. The Hall continued to 
be used for some time afterwards. An invoice for dilapidations at Chaddesden 
Hall amounting to £33 16s 7d, was presented to Celanese in 1920. The Hall 
being used as a temporary base for those involved with the establishment of 
the Spondon factory.  Following the use by Celanese, we found mention of the 
Hall being used for families working in the area. Four families lived in separate 
and private accommodation until at least 1923.  Miss Litherland, whose father 
worked for Mr Hartopp Holt was married from the Hall in October 1923.  The 
Lummas Family also lived there. Mr Lummas had been invited by Mr Hartopp 
Holt to build up a milk round.  We would appreciate any help you can give as 
regards the last days of the Hall. 

Editorial 

Welcome to the Annual Meeting of the Group, 2015 has been an eventful year 
and in June the 10th Anniversary of the Group will be celebrated.  When the 
group started, the comment was made that Chaddesden had very little history.  
The last 10 years have proved this statement was incorrect. As with many 
other places in the UK, there is so much to discover.   

As you will see from this issue, another source of 
information concerning Chaddesden has been identified.  
This came about through a visit to Australia and New 
Zealand in January by Jean (and Fred).  Looking through 
the Australian newspapers showed the importance of the 
Chaddesden Plate handicap race at the Derby meeting.  
This was held on the racecourse by Nottingham Road. This 
appears to have commenced in the 1870s with a prize of 150 sovereigns and 
continued up until the start of WWII.  At this time the prize was 200 
sovereigns. A sovereign was worth one pound. 

http://www.chaddesdenhistoricalgroup.co.uk
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Chaddesden Links 

What does this picture  have to 
do with Chaddesden? 

In January we visited 
Christchurch in New Zealand, 
and saw first hand the 
devastation caused by the 
earthquake in 2011.  This 
photograph shows the remains 
of  the cathedral in the centre of 
the city.  What we didn’t expect 
to find was a Chaddesden Lane 
in Christchurch.  This started a 
search into how this came 
about.   

The website https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linwood_House states that a prominent provincial 
councillor, William Patten Cowlishaw, lived in a house in Christchurch named Chaddesden. 
Cowlishaw Street and Chaddesden Lane were named after this family.  Why did he name his 
house Chaddesden? 

Further research showed  that William Patten Cowlishaw was born on 1st November 1839 in 
Liverpool St., Darlinghurst, Sydney, Australia.  So no apparent connection with Chaddesden.  
He was the son of Thomas Cowlishaw who lived at Chaddesden Villa, Paddington, Sydney.   

Thomas Cowlishaw was born on 12 September 1806 in Wirksworth Derbyshire, a closer 
connection to Chaddesden.  Thomas was one of eight children of James Cowlishaw of 
Wirksworth.  Two of his sisters were Mary born on 14th December 1799 and Sarah born 29th 
July 1803.  However still no mention of a Chaddesden connection. More information is 
available on the website http://belindacohen.tripod.com/cowlishawfamily.  . 

Fortunately Peter Cholerton recognised these names and was able to find Mary, who married  
George Briggs of Chaddesden and her sister Sarah on the 1861 and 1871 census.  By 1871 
Mary and Sarah were living at Tiny Hall.  Chaddesden Jubilee Club is on the site of Tiny  Hall, 

So it appears that Thomas had a connection to Chaddesden through two of his sisters.  As he 
named his house in Sydney Chaddesden Villa, he must have had fond recollections of his 
sisters and the village where they lived.  His son William Patten Cowlishaw, who was a lawyer, 
must have had equally good memories to name his house in New Zealand Chaddesden. 

The signpost on the right is taken from the Google street view of 
Chaddesden Lane in New Zealand.  We hope you enjoyed the 
journey from Wirksworth to New Zealand, via Chaddesden and 
Australia.   

Garrick and Cowlishaw, solicitors, set up their first office in 
Cathedral Square which is shown in the first photograph.  They 
would have seen the development of Christchurch over the 
years . 

There are several towns named Derby, two in Australia.  There is 
one in Tasmania and one in Western Australia. However this is 
the first instance we have found of Chaddesden appearing 
elsewhere in the world.   

Please let us know of any other instances of Chaddesden 
appearing in other areas of the world.   

Cathedral Square, Christchurch 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Patten_Cowlishaw&action=edit&redlink=1


 Changing Face of Chaddesden 

Wood Farm (Stoney Flatts) 
When looking around Chaddesden today, it is hard to imagine what it was like when it was a 
farming community.  Whilst researching into the origins of Chaddesden Lane in the 
Australian Newspapers, I came across the following article in The Queenslander dated 27th 
March 1930.   

A Home-bred Herd 

To develop a pedigree herd economically from ordinary 
beginnings, to make it profitable year after year to obtain 
averages of 3.71 per cent butterfat, and 1339 gallons of 
milk, to sell good cattle occasionally at tempting prices, 
and yet possess a herd of young and desirable home 
bred animals—these things indicate success achieved by 
few breeders.  It is the briefly stated record of brothers 
E.R. and H. Willetts, the winners of Silcock Cup for 1929 
of Stoney Flats, Chaddesden, Derby, England. 

Friesian breeders for a quarter of a century, they have 
built up the herd largely from one cow, Chaddesden Darkie.  This great matron gave 1900 
gallons in one year at a time when balanced rations, steaming up, and three milkings were 
practically unknown. Her milk was rich in butterfat testing invariably above 4 per cent., and 
her udder and conformation were all that could be desired.  More important, she transmitted 
these features to her descendants. Darkie was purchased by Messrs. Willetts at Messrs. A. 
and J. Brown’s sale of 1909.   

The  Chronicle published in Adelaide dated 8th February 1934 reported the following 

Friesian Records in England 

It was announced at the last meeting of the Central Council of Milk Recording Societies that 
the Silcock Cup had been won for the fifth year in succession by the British Friesian  herd of 
Messrs. E. R. and H. Willetts, Stoney Flatts, Chaddesden, Derby with a score of 3,293.97 
points and an average milk yield of 13,226.72lb. 

These articles show the high regard that the Willett’s Friesian Herd was held in throughout 
the world.  However, they only seem to be based at Wood Farm for around 30 years. 

The 1910 field survey show that this farm was known as Wood Farm, Stoney Flatts. At that 
time it was part of the Wilmot Estate and farmed by Thomas Seth Smith.  At that time the 
property was valued at £6,030.  £30 had been deducted for a public right of way across the  
land.  The area of the farm was given as 159 acres, 0 roods and 37 perches.  Rent was 
£258, exclusive of sporting rights,  It appears to have been a prosperous farm.  

The 1911 census shows that Thomas Seth Smith and his wife Esther and their 7 children, 
Dorothy, Esther, James, Seth, Hilda, William and Eric and two servants were living in the 
property. The servants were James Duffy a cowman and Earnest Hatton a general 
farmworker. 

By the time of the National Farm Survey in 1941, the Willetts brothers were no longer 
connected with the farm.  This survey shows that the owner of the farm was Miss Crossley 
and the Oldershaw brothers were the tenants .  At this time the farm occupied 294 acres 
and the management was classified as A, the highest category.  There was no public 
electricity supply and water was supplied to the house by pipe and well.   

People still remember this farm, from collecting eggs at the farmhouse to taking a shortcut 
to Bluebell Wood.  As the farmer carried a shotgun, you made sure he didn’t see you! 

We would appreciate receiving your memories of the farms in Chaddesden.   

Wood Farm was demolished to make way for the Oakwood Estate. 



 

Chaddesden Chat 
This page is devoted to items that we think will interest members, so please let us know what you 
would like to see included.  Do you have any questions relating to Chaddesden? If so let us know 
and we will try and answer them.  Do you have any snippets of information that may be of interest 

to other members? All suggestions and ideas are gratefully received. 

 

Disclaimer 
Chaddesden Historical Group editorial team do not guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for 
publication in this newsletter. Every attempt has been made to trace the original ownership of  
photographs, pictures and articles used in this newsletter; we apologise for any acknowledgement 
we have failed to make.  Our thanks go to our contributors, West Park School, Derby Local Studies 
and Family History Library, Derby Telegraph and Peter Cholerton. 

Where is this in 
Chaddesden? 

 

This can be found on Wood Road, 
outside number 44.  It was a 
marker of a fire water hydrant.  
Thank you to Keith Cokayne.  He 
remembers it being installed 
around 1934/35.    
Chaddesden had its own Fire 
Brigade. The Parish Council 
meeting 5th March 1929, reported 
the problems in finding suitable 
accommodation of the “Fire 
Manual”(fire engine). 

.Chaddesden Maisonettes 
 

We are always pleased to receive requests from 
members. Eileen M has asked about the type of 
properties built around Chaddesden that look 
like large semi-detached houses but are in fact 
maisonettes.   

Apparently the council realised that they were 
unable to cope with the housing demand by the 
erection of ordinary semi-detached houses. 
Maisonettes were expected to meet the need.  

The maisonettes, which are built in blocks of 
four under a single roof, were primarily intended 
for housing childless couples. There is an 
outside set of stairs for those living on the upper 
floors. The properties had individual coalsheds. 

Derby Evening Telegraph of 18th October 1949 
reported that the first batch of two bedroom 
maisonettes were included in the Corporation’s 
development scheme for the Chaddesden Hall 
estate.  These were expected to be ready by 
Christmas.   

I remember those built on Dayton Close, where 
a friend’s grandparents lived during the 1960s.  
Fortunately they lived on the ground floor, so 
getting the piano in the house wasn’t difficult.   

Research on housing can be quite difficult, as  
the names of many roads change over the 
years.   

An example is Stanley Road, Chaddesden. In 
1929 it was to be called Newton Avenue.  By 
1933 it was Albert Avenue (House Deeds) and 
by the time of the 1939 Register it was Stanley 
Road. 

In addition Eileen M has identified another GR 
post box near Dayton Close at the corner of 
Lexington Road and Sanderson Road.  Thank 
you Eileen. 

Chaddesden Heroine 

Mrs Georgina Eskdale of Haydn Road 

On the 19th August 1939, whilst on holiday with 
her sister at Hebburn-on Tyne, Mrs Eskdale was 
killed by a skidding bus.  

Mrs Eskdale was walking with her children, 
Winifred (10), James (9), Cuthbert (7) and 
Joseph (4).  A bus filled with workmen skidded 
towards the footpath.  Mrs Eskdale saw that the 
bus must hit them.  Making no attempt to save 
herself, she grabbed Winifred and threw her 
over the railings to safety. 

A moment later she and the boys were struck.  
Joseph and his mother were killed outright, 
Cuthbert sustained a fractured skull, and James 
leg and back injuries. (Barrier Miner, NSW, 
Australia 6 April 1940) 

The Bench found that there was insufficient 
evidence to charge the driver with 
manslaughter. He was fined £5 plus £15 costs 
for driving a public service vehicle to the danger 
of the public (Hull Daily Mail 12 September 
1939) 


