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Welcome to our 
October issue. 
 

We would like this 
newsletter to 
reflect the 
interests of the 
members of the 
group.  Please 
forward any 
suggestions you 
might have to a  
member of the 
team by e-mail or 
telephone.   
 

Articles and 
information on 
Chaddesden are 
always 
appreciated. 
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This month’s photograph 
(courtesy of Derby 
Telegraph), shows 
Chaddesden Auxiliary 
Fire Service during World 
War II.   

Harry Hough, who was 
mentioned in the June 
issue, is in the centre of 
the top row.  On his right 
is Sid Marson, the father 
of one of our founder 
members. The Fire 
Station, at this time, was 
located at the corner of 

Reginald Road South and Chaddesden Lane, on the same side as the Jubilee Club.   

Derby Evening Telegraph on 31 May 1940, carried a report of the need for further 
enrolments in the village fire fighting service. Several Chaddesden inhabitants had 
enrolled in the Borough A.F.S. rather than the Chaddesden Service.  The Borough 
Service would attend in an emergency, however a local service was felt to be 
desirable.  

Interestingly Chaddesden Parish Council minutes of 20 March 1929 record that 
Derby Corporation were not prepared to send their apparatus to Chaddesden, even if 
an annual premium was paid.  Fortunately the parish council received an offer on 4 
December 1930 from Celanese who stated  that British Celanese Fire Brigade are 
“always prepared  to render volunteer assistance as in past years and respond to 
calls from adjacent parishes. We wish such response to be based entirely on 
neighbourly duty and cannot enter into any agreement”. 

Editorial 

Andrew Bailey has stepped down as Chairman and Archivist after 3½ years 
commitment to CHG. We would like to express our thanks for all the work he 
has done over the years. As a result there have been changes to the 
committee structure, these will remain in force until the April AGM.  If any 
member is interested in joining the committee, please contact a committee 
member for more information. 

In this issue, we are going back to the 4 page format.  Although we have 
received a great deal of information, it takes time to do the background 
research and produce a suitable article.  Thank you for your comments. 

As we try and restrict an article to one page, there is so much we have to 
omit.  Nottingham Road Cemetery is a prime example.  It is designated as 
Grade II listed;  more information about the history of the cemetery can be 
found on National Heritage List for England’s website 
www.historicengland.org.uk.  There are two entries, one for the Cemetery and 
another for its Gatehouse and Lodges. 

Jean, Sandra & Mary 
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   Memories of Chaddesden – Cavendish Close Junior School
Mary Brownhill kindly wrote down her memories of her time as the School Secretary of Cavendish Close 

School.  This was particularly timely with the rebuilding of the school.  Below are some of her memories, 

can you add to them? 
 

   

There will be an opportunity for parents and former pupils to visit the school on Thursday 22nd 
October from 3:30pm until 7pm. 

To be replaced 
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Changing Face of Chaddesden 

Schools are one area where there have been major changes, as seen elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Education is something we all take for granted, but for many years it was restricted to the wealthy, 
and mainly boys.  It wasn’t until the 1891 Education Act that elementary education had to be 
provided for free, with a government grant of 10s (50p) per pupil per year.  In 1893 the school leaving 
age was raised to 11, in 1899 raised to 12.  It wasn’t until 1921 that the school leaving age was 
raised to 14.  In 1947 it was raised to 15 and then in 1973 raised to 16. The latest government act 
states that if you were born on or after 1 September 1997, you must stay in some form of education 
or training until you are 18.  How things have changed in the last 150 years!  

Unfortunately little information exists of these early days of schooling in Chaddesden. Below are 
details of early village schools, all of which have long since closed. 

First School 

Derby Mercury gives information about the early days of schooling in Chaddesden. On 31st October 
1827 the newspaper reports that the first school in Chaddesden was founded in 1705 by Robert 
Walker, who gave a piece of land for the education of three children.  In 1737 Robert Wilmot gave a 
house and garden to the school master.  This document dated 16th April 1737 still survives.  The land 
was called Stamfords Old Yard and was next to the churchyard. What is unusual is that the land 
involved was part of the jointure of his mother Joyce Wilmot, so it couldn’t be given until after her 
death.  The school was next to the almshouses and over the door of the school was the inscription 
Virtutis et gloriae fundamentum disciplinae  A.D. 1736 “The glory of virtue is the foundation of 
learning.”   

Chaddesden Grammar School 

Derby Mercury 17th July 1839 was advertising for boarders for Chaddesden Grammar School.  Mr 
J.B. Reede was the Master. The location is not given, but it could have been in the school mentioned 
above, with the boarders having a more comprehensive education.  The fees for boarders were 15 
Guineas per year for the under 12s, 18 guineas for the over 12s. The 1841 census records Mr Reede 
as 20.  The census rounds to the nearest 5 years, so he was probably older.   

Next School 

This school was in the upper storey of a building on Chaddesden Lane (immediately to the south of 
Jasmine Cottage.) 

Chaddesden Church of England School No. 83 

This school was built on Chaddesden Lane in 1872. The early records of the school have been 
deposited in the National Archives. This includes a letter which explains why the school became a 
Council School. The letter dated 2nd October 1922 from the Board of Education in Whitehall states 

“The above named school has been purchased by 
the Wesleyan Trustees, and notice has been 
received from the Church Managers that they are 
not prepared to carry on this school as a Voluntary 
School.  Negotiations with the Wesleyan Trustees 
for a lease by the County Council of the building 
are practically completed, and I have been 
instructed to issue the necessary notice of the 
Council’s intention to provide a Council School for 
the parish of Chaddesden” 

The notice of the transfer appeared in Derbyshire 
Advertiser on 24th November 1922. 

How many children attended the school?  The files deposited show that over 100 children attended 
the school.  The peak year appears to be 1903 when 158 children attended the school, average 
attendance was 123 children of whom 37 were infants. 

This confirms the number mentioned in the Derby Mercury on 4th November 1885.  It was reported 
that children attending the day school were invited to tea in the school room with Lady Wilmot to 
commemorate the opening of a new wing added to the school by Sir Henry Wilmot, one hundred and 
twenty children attended.    

School is now a Community  Centre 
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Chaddesden Chat 

This page is devoted to items that we think will interest members, so please let us know what you 
would like to see included.  Do you have any questions relating to Chaddesden? If so let us know 
and we will try and answer them  Do you have any snippets of information that may be of interest 

to other members? All suggestions and ideas are gratefully received. 

 

Disclaimer 
Chaddesden Historical Group editorial team do not guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for 
publication in this newsletter. Every attempt has been made to trace the original ownership of  
photographs, pictures and articles used in this newsletter; we apologise for any  acknowledgement 
we have failed to make.  Our thanks go to our contributors, West Park School, Derby Local Studies 
Library and Derby Telegraph, without their support this newsletter would not be possible. A special 
thank you to Peter Cholerton for his help and support in producing these newsletters.  

 

Co-operative Store  
Wood Road/Chaddesden Lane 

Derby Co-operative Record March 1939  
reports that the original store was opened 
on the 16th January 1939 and its address 
was given as Wood Road. The address is 

now 177 Chaddesden Lane.  

Chaddesden People 
David Shaw 

2015 is the 350th anniversary of the visitation 
of the plague on the village of Eyam.  A 
remarkable story of the dedication and 
sacrifice of the people of a Derbyshire village. 
 

If you visit the church at Eyam, look for the list 
of vicars on the wall of the church.  You will 
find that David Shaw was the vicar at Eyam 
from 1975 to 2004.  David grew up in Stoney 
Flatts Crescent and married Beryl Bonshor in 
1964, also from Chaddesden.  Beryl  was the 
midwife for the Eyam area. 

Where in Chaddesden was this? 
 

This sign was 
attached to the United 
Reformed Church on 
Reginald Road South.   
This building has now 
been sold along with 

the adjacent building.  A planning application 
has been submitted for the church, reference  
08/15/01001.  It proposes the change of use 
of  the former Chaddesden United Reformed 
Church, Reginald Road South, from church 
(use class D1) to two apartments (use class 
C3) with associated car parking.  These will be 
two bedroom apartments and the existing door 
and window openings will be retained. 
 

Both buildings hold memories for many.  The 
building adjacent to the church was used for 
our group’s Archive Days.  It was also the 
base for the W.I. and many local children 
attended Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade there. 

Interior of United Reformed Church Reginald Road South 


