
 
 

Newsletter 22.   December 2010. 

 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to all our 

members. 

 

During our day out in the Park 

earlier this year one of the most 

frequently asked questions was, 

‘Where was Chaddesden Hall 

then?’ In fact, most of the team 

spent all day with one arm 

outstretched pointing north 

towards the area at the back of 

the cricket pavilion. 

This photograph, taken by 

Richard Keene in 1890, shows 

Chaddesden Lane, and the Hall 

in relation to St. Mary’s Church. 

The main entrance to the hall 

was by the present day traffic 

calming chicane across from the 

Memorial Hall. 

Guest Editorial 
Chaddesden Historical Group has gone in leaps and bounds since its formation on the 6th of April 2006, and we 
continue to have a good balance of speakers and guests talking about many different subjects.  The group visits 
remain very popular with the members and are a good way of getting to know one another as our membership 
numbers are increasing all the time. 
 

 We have an excellent committee who all work hard to achieve our aims, and some of them have been on the 
committee since the formation of the group.  

 In the past we have produced a DVD and booklet, and our newsletter has been running from the start of the 
group with an ever increasing circulation.    

 A grant of £972 awarded by the Chaddesden Neighbourhood Forum enabled us to purchase a laptop and 
display boards earlier in the year and they are being put to good use. 

 We now have regular articles in the C&C Chaddesden  Magazine, and this has brought in many new members 
as well as raising our profile locally.  Our articles now appear in the Oakwood version as well as the 
Chaddesden one.  
 

An archive team has been formed within the group and what a good job they are doing.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the committee members for their continued support and the members for bringing raffle 
prizes to the meetings. The highlight of our year must certainly be the wonderful news that The Heritage Lottery 

Chaddesden 

Historical 

Group 



Fund had awarded us £32100 to form our archives. The look on the member’s faces when it was announced said it 
all.  It is you the members that have made our group the success that it is today. 
 Tony Bowler. 

 

A Local Musical Maestro. 
 

Do you remember Mantovani and his orchestra?  

Do you remember the evocative sound of the cascading strings made by that orchestra? 

Do you remember Ronald Binge who lived on Wiltshire Road in Chaddesden? 

Well all three are linked, for it was Ronnie, as he was called, who carried out the cascading 
strings arrangements for which Mantovani and his orchestra became world renowned. 

This year is the centenary of the birth of local man Ronald Binge.  Born on 15th July 1910 in Darby Street, 
Normanton, he was the eldest of Lawrence and Florence Binge’s three children.  His father, an iron moulder, was 
also an accomplished pianist and it is no doubt from him that Ronald developed his musical talent.  Sadly his father 
died in 1920 following injuries he sustained during the First World War. 

A full time musical career for Ronnie was put on hold as he was required to help his mother with the family 
income.  When he was 16 he joined the gentleman’s outfitting department of Barlow and Taylors in Derby Market 
Place.  He still continued with his music, and in the evenings he played in a small orchestra at the Cosmo Cinema 
on Boundary Road. This helped to broaden his musical experience, put money into the family purse and pay for his 
own musical tuition.  He taught himself to play the piano accordion, and even when the talkies came he stayed on 
to play the organ at the Cosmo. 

The family had now moved to Wiltshire Road in Chaddesden. Ronnie by this time was playing at various venues in 
Derby with a variety of bands and orchestras. Seeking to widen his musical repertoire he left Derby in 1932 and 
joined up with an orchestra in Great Yarmouth.  Following various set backs, including the loss of his second 
accordion, this time through a fire, unlike the first one which was lost in a flood, he decided to take a chance on 
progressing his career by heading to London.  Life was tough but he did join up with a few small orchestras. 

It was here that he met up with Mantovani who was looking for an arranger, and an accordionist for his Tipica 
orchestra.  Mantovani had a number of recording contracts as well as playing at various venues in and around 
London.  Ronnie, with his accordion, was a novel addition to the orchestra.  He was still writing his own music as 
well as carrying out orchestral arrangements.  He stayed with Mantovani, arranging, recording, broadcasting and 
touring until the start of the Second World War.  He then joined the Royal Air Force and was soon in demand 
organising camp entertainment. 

During this time, whilst stationed in Blackpool, he met up with Sidney Torch and they became lifelong friends.  It 
was here that he started to learn German.  After his promotion to Sergeant he was posted to Northumberland and 
whilst taking an exam in German he met Vera Simmons who would later become his wife. 

When the war ended he continued composing, and rejoined Mantovani.  His arrangement of Charmaine in 1951, 
with its cascading strings effect, took the musical world by storm and Ronnie had given Mantovani his trademark 
sound. 

Ronnie and Mantovani went their separate ways in 1952.  Ronnie still worked for the BBC composing new works 
for light orchestras and was even given his own series on the Light Programme called String Song.  He wrote 
numerous film scores and composed not only for orchestras but also brass bands.  His knowledge of German was 
put to good use when he was asked to conduct orchestras on German radio.                                                       

 His output was never ending, and when television began he was instrumental in composing light music and in 
some cases signature tunes for new programmes.  In his day he was one of the most prolific and gifted composers. 

Perhaps one of his most celebrated pieces is Elizabethan Serenade for which he won an Ivor Novello Award in 
1957.  It is just as popular today is and played by orchestras and musicians all around the world.  Another equally 
famous composition is Sailing By.  All you insomniacs and night owls can hear it being played on BBC Radio 4 every 
night between the end of the midnight news and the 00.48 shipping forecast.  A few years ago it was taken off the 
air, but following protests by the public it was reinstated in 1995 and can still be heard today. 

Sadly Ronnie died on 6th September 1979 following a battle with cancer.  He was still composing right to the end. 

Although no Blue Plaques adorn the houses where he lived in either Derby or Chaddesden, there is a memorial to 
him in the foyer of Derby Assembly Rooms.  No doubt though, the most lasting memory of all will be the sound of 
his music being heard around the world. 

 



Some items have been taken from previously written articles by Mike Carey and Ann Hodgkin.  Thanks also to Brian Hayes for stirring the 
memories that led to this article. Deryck Morley. 

 

 

The School in Lathams Garage. 

 

This well known picture was    

featured in the Telegraph again recently, and 

we have now managed to put some more 

names to the hardworking pupils.  The 

teacher is believed to be Mr Seals. The back 

row, from our left, are; unknown, Anthony 

Latham, unknown,  Rosemary Latham.  The 

front row, from the left, are Kathleen Dilks, 

Kathleen Tyers, Sonia Parker and Enid 

Woodier.  (Enid still enjoys bowling locally, 

carpet that is, not leg spin!) If anyone has any 

more information or corrections please let 

me know before our next issue. AJB. 

 

 Chaddesden’s entry in the Doomsday Book. ( Latin) 

 

In Cedefdene. 1111. car trae  dim ad gld. 11. partes. 1. bouatae. 

Tra totid car. Ibi m. X1 foch, X uitt,  V  bord. Hnt V1 car. 

XXV111. acs pti. Silua past dim lev Lg. V. q lat. Silua minuta tntd. 

T.R.E. ual. 1111 lib. m. 111. lib.   

 

And in English. 

In Chaddesden 4 ½ c. and 2 parts of 1 b. of land taxable.  Land for as many ploughs. 

11 Freemen, 10 villagers and 5 smallholders now have 6 ploughs. 

Meadow, 28 acres; woodland pasture ½ league long and 5 furlongs wide; underwood as much. 

Value before 1066 £4; now £3. 

 
Many thanks to Alan Causon for the above, but I must apologise for any spelling mistakes that you will have noticed in my 

typing out of the Latin version. (Ay, that’ll be right!) Andrew . 

    

Visit to Catton Hall. 

23 Members of the Chaddesden Historical Group picked a lovely warm and sunny day for their visit to Catton Hall 
in South Derbyshire.  The Hall built 1741 to 1745 was designed by James Gibb who also designed Derby Cathedral.  
Changes over the years include a new front door and entrance hall in the 1820’s. The present dining room was the 
original entrance.  Also a new east wing was built. 
 
We were escorted by the owner, Mr. Neilson, on a tour of the house and shown the dining room and sitting room. 
An interesting item on display was a chair used by Napoloen on St. Helena, where he was held captive.  Notches 
were cut on the arms of the chair by Napoleon, possibly counting the days of his imprisonment.  The library is now 
used as a sitting room by the family and Mr. Neilson explained that the room was originally twice the size and had 
been partitioned off to make two rooms.  He then pushed part of one bookcase and a door opened revealing a 
modern kitchen.  Opening the front of another bookcase disclosed a well-stocked drinks cabinet. We were then 
taken through the gardens to see the Chapel that was built in 1892.  In the Chapel is a Norman Font, possibly 



dating back to the Domesday Book where a mention is made of a village called Catton.  We then enjoyed a 
pleasant stroll through the gardens back to our cars after an interesting tour. 
Marie Garner. 

 

The Wilmot Almshouse Charity. 

 

Robert Wilmot the elder, of Chaddesden, by his will in 1638 gave his son Edward, tithes of the Manor of 
Denby of 12d a week to 10 poor people of good and honest life.  These people had already been placed 
by him in 10 little houses in Bridgegate, Derby.   
 
Every Christmas each poor man and woman was to have a black gown faced with red, of the like cloth 
and manner as the poor people then in the houses used to wear.  Every 2 years they were also to have a 
red cape of about 2 shillings and each Christmas they were to be given 3 yards of linen cloth at 12d per 
yard to make themselves shirts and smocks.  They were also to have a dinner at Christmas or be allowed 
8d for the same. 
 
At the same time he also gave his son Robert lands to do similarly for 6 men and women at Chaddesden.   
In 1727 the then Mayor of Derby complained of the mismanagement of the Charity to the 
Commissioners and they ordered that Robert Wilmot of Chaddesden and Isaac Borough Esq. should, 
yearly, inspect the accounts and supervise the admission and ejection of pensioners.  Some time later 
commissioners found that it had been a frequent practice to appoint persons to receive the pensions 
without requiring them to live in the houses, and that other persons were allowed to live in the houses 
for free. 
 
Sir Robert Wilmot stated that this practice should be discontinued.  
 
The present building, replacing those with thatched roofs, were erected by Sir Robert in 1814 at a cost of 
over £250.  From The Derby Daily Telegraph, Wednesday January 18

th
, 1911.  Tony Bowler. 

 

And Life Went On. 

 

The following set of ‘temporary rules’ were displayed at Richmond Golf Club in 1940, could it have been the same 

round here?  (Sorry about the pun, I couldn’t help it.) 

 

1. Players are asked to collect Bomb and Shrapnel splinters, to prevent them causing damage to the mowing 

machines. 

2. In Competitions, during gunfire or while bombs are falling, players may take cover without penalty for 

ceasing play. 

3. The positions of known delayed action bombs are marked by red flags at a reasonably, but not guaranteed, 

safe distance there from. 

4.  Shrapnel and/or bomb splinters on the Fairways, or in Bunkers within a clubs length of a ball, may be 

moved without penalty, and no penalty shall be incurred if a ball is thereby caused to move accidentally. 

5. A ball moved by enemy action may be replaced, or if lost or destroyed, a ball may be dropped not nearer 

the hole without penalty. 

6. A ball lying in a crater may be lifted and dropped not nearer the hole, preserving the line to the hole, 

without penalty. 

7. A player whose stroke is affected by the simultaneous explosion of a bomb may play another ball from the 

same place.  Penalty one stroke. 

My thanks to the contributor of this article and it shows just how much people got on with life during those 

difficult times.  I must admit though that if I was in mid swing and a bomb went off near me the last thing I 



would be worrying about would be playing another ball from the same spot, penalty or not.  But there again, I 

don’t play golf.  As a very wise man once said, “The game of golf spoils a good walk” AJB. 

 

 

 

An Engine Drivers Memorial. 

 

My engine is now cold and still, 

No water does my boiler fill. 

My coal affords its flame no more, 

My days of usefulness are o’er; 

My wheels deny their noted speed, 

No more my guiding hand they need. 

My whistle too has lost its tone, 

Its shrill and thrilling sounds are gone. 

My valves are all thrown open wide, 

My flanges now refuse to guide. 

My clacks also once so strong, 

Refuse to aid the busy throng. 

No more I feel each urging breath, 

My steam is now condensed in death. 

Life’s railway over each station’s passed, 

In death I’m stopped and rest at last. 

Farewell dear friends and cease to weep, 

In Christ I’m safe, in Him I sleep. 

 

This memorial can be found in Nottingham Road Cemetery. Turn right as you go under the arch and follow the 

path through the car parking area, the grave is on your right alongside the path about 100 yards from the end 

of the car park. AJB 

 

Lucy Gannon, Playwright 

 

I first met Lucy Gannon at the Cavendish School playground, waiting for our children with all the other mums.  

Little did we know what talent lay behind the friendly face.  Louise’s Mum, as we knew her, was a lovely lady 

with a beautiful ‘rescue’ Great Dane and they lived in Matlock Road. 

 

Lucy entered a competition at the BBC for a Richard Burton Award to write a television play.  There were 1500 

finalists in the competition and Lucy won. 

 

‘Keeping Tom Nice’ was her ’baby’.  Richard Burton’s widow, Sally, was moved to tears by the play about a 

family who had a handicapped adult at home. 

 

After the award and publicity, Lucy went from strength to strength, writing ‘Wicked Old Nelly’ next.  The reading 

rehearsal at the Derby Playhouse was given to a packed audience. This all happened around 1988.  Now after 20 

years or so, Lucy is still writing plays.  ‘Soldier, Soldier’ and ‘Peak Practice’ for TV and now ‘Broken Hearted’, her 

newest play was a sell-out when performed at Derby Playhouse. 

 



From being an ordinary Mum doing the school-run, to a recognised playwright is something very special.  I hope 

she does well in the future. 

Margaret Poyser 

                                                   Notices. 
 
 

Committee Members 
 
Tony Bowler 

Chairman 

John Crosby 

Treasurer and vice Chairman 

Linda Crosby 

Secretary and Visits Coordinator  

Deryck Morley 

Asst Treasurer and Asst Archivist 

Ken Garner 

Photo Archivist and Research 

Marie Garner 

Asst Photo Archivist and Asst Secretary 

Sid Marson 

Speakers Booking Secretary 

Pam Bowler 

Raffle Prizes and Newsletters. 

Sandra Rainsford 

 Raffle Organiser 

Andrew Bailey 

Archivist and Newsletter Editor 

Margaret Poyser 

Asst Archivist and Researcher 

The Archives Update. 

As Tony said in his editorial this has been quite a year for our group and our efforts to set up our 
archives have taken a huge step forwards over recent months.   As the groups archivist the 
collecting of documents, photographs, films and books is only a part of the job and I wish to thank 
everyone for their help and support in this work.  For me the greater part of forming an archive is 
making sure that everything we collect can be shown to everyone interested in local history, 
irrespective of age, gender and mobility. What is the point of collecting all of this material if people 
cannot get to see it.  The answer to that issue lies in technology and the modern way of getting your 
message across.  That is why we are having a professionally built website designed for us at the 
moment.  It will take the basic format of other such sites, with a homepage and then a 
comprehensive index of how to find what you are looking for. 
 
Our site will be linked to other local history sites in the area as well as the local Studies Library so 
our audience for Chaddesden’s history will be unlimited in every sense of the word.  This also 
prevents us having to duplicate information thus saving time and space. 
 
Some 4 years ago a group called Groundwork Derby & Derbyshire, based in Langley Mill, carried out 
a project centred round both Chaddesden Park and Osmaston Park which were owned by the 
Wilmot family.  The project coordinator Rosalind Allen has donated this project to our website and I 
consider it an honour that this tremendous piece of work which includes interviews and 
photographs should be entrusted to our safe keeping.  When our site is launched in the New Year I 
am sure you will enjoy looking at this excellent piece of work.   
 
We are also keeping up our contact with local schools and we are now working with Cavendish 
Close Primary as well as Cherry Tree Hill Primary in getting the children interested in their local 

Change to next years Speakers List. 

The items on the 3rd of February and the 2nd of June have 

swapped places.  

Disclaimer.  
Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original 

ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this 

Newsletter we apologise for any acknowledgement that we 

have failed to make. 

The Committee wish to thank West Park School for their 

continued support in the production of this newsletter and the 

Derby Local Studies Library, and Derby Telegraph for their 

continued support. 

Contact Us 

Andrew Bailey, Editor and Archives Team Leader 

01332 665333 or andrewjbailey50@btinternet.com 

Linda Crosby, Group Secretary 

01332 676425 or linda.crosby2@ntlworld.com 

Local Studies Library. 

When we receive the 2011 opening hours we will publish 

them in our next issue. 

 

mailto:andrewjbailey50@btinternet.com
mailto:linda.crosby2@ntlworld.com


history.  Early in 2011 we intend to hold an archives day on a Saturday to display our collection and 
talk to all those people who are normally busy when we hold our meetings.  With best wishes to all.   
Andrew.   


