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VE Party, June 1945 at 34 Wilsthorpe Road, Chaddesden. 

 

B’ Row, L-R; Greta Sharp, Terrence Hall, Ken Brown, Stuart Page, Ian Irving, Derek Pashley, David Bullock, Brian Elston 

M’Row, L-R; Ian Cudworth, Ray Brown, Ken Brown, Carl Fisher,  

F’Row L-R; Geoffrey Palmer, George Peat, David Kerry, Barry Scaum, Brian Hayes, Norman Simpson, Reginald 

Wilkinson (Lord) and on his knee, John Hardwick. 

34 Wilsthorpe Road was the home of Brian Hayes who kindly donated this picture, notice the blast walls around the windows.  

Editorial 

I would like to thank all our members for their ongoing support in building our archives.  Since the last newsletter we 

have received several donations and thanks must go to Mr Ernie Murfin for the Dolly Tub, Ponch and Victorian  

scales,  Mr Colin Allen for  the copy of a home movie dedicated to Derby Buses including shots of some long lost, but 

not forgotten, streets within the city, and Mrs Ruby Harrison for the collection of paperwork belonging to her late 

mother.  These items play an essential role in getting the message across to the children in the schools we visit.  

Going by the level of enthusiasm and noise level from the children we are proving that history, especially local 

history, is more than just a list of obscure dates.  We also had displays at the Big 1 in the park as well as at the Fire 

Station Open Day both of which were very well attended.  Our website goes from strength to strength with a good 

level of feedback from far and wide.  If you have any articles or stories you would like to pass on regarding life in 

Chaddesden come and talk to me or phone me on my number given on the back page. Our archives are now getting 

too big and valuable to take out into the elements to display, so our plans are to have Archive Days inside, where we 

can display our collection in a safe and controlled environment, watch this space.   AJB. 
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Chaddesden Heroes 

 

William Henry Downing 
 

William Henry Downing was born in the parish of St Mark’s in Derby, the eldest son of Richard and Rose 

Downing, and brother of Frederick, mentioned in our previous newsletter.  Richard had moved to Derby 

from Cornwall with the Railways, and by the time of the 1901 Census, the family were living in a cottage 

at the Chaddesden Sidings. 

 

By 1911 William was working as a farm servant and lodging at ‘The Yews’ in Stanley with the Ogden 

family.  Some time later he changed his trade and became a fitter’s labourer.   

He joined the Army on the 11th August 1914, aged 19 years, giving the family address as 33 Meadow Lane 

Chaddesden.  His service was spent with the 15th Battalion Notts and Derby Regt (now the Sherwood 

Foresters) and he left with the Expeditionary Forces for France on the 11th November 1914. He stayed with 

the BEF until June of 1916 when he was wounded by a bomb thrown during bombing practice at 

Poperingue Wood, a small town very close to Ypres, and after a stay in Damme –Camiers Field Hospital he 

was repatriated to the Eastern General in Cambridge.  After 6 months of treatment and recuperation he 

returned to France.  

He was killed in action on 25th August 1917 and is buried at Vendhuile Cemetery in Northern France.  

 

This is an excerpt from the War Diary of the 15th Battalion for August 1917: 

 

Much of the time spent at camp in the early part of this month was spent in training and preparation for an 

attack planned to knock out a dangerous position in the German lines, called The Knoll. 

1st: Relieved by the 17th Royal Scots in the Lempire sector, and moved to camp at Aizecourt. Remained 

there until 17th. 

17th: Moved via Longasvesnes and Villers-Faucon to near St Emilie. Camped at 62cE23a and b. 

18: Moved to assembly position for an attack on the Knoll, moving via Ronssoy-Lempire-Tombois Farm 

road, to Fleeceall Post and Fag Lane trenches to the Old Barrier on the Sunken Road. [It is fascinating to 

note that the trench map 62cNE2-4A-Epehy, which covers 

this area in detail, shows all of these posts. German 

trenches facing the Battalion were given the names 

Crellin Avenue and Cochran Avenue, the CO and 2-I-C of 

the Battalion at this time. A small redoubt on the Knoll 

position was given the name Smissen Post, after the 

attached Chaplain]. 

19th: A successful attack. Began at 4am and took 

trenches, consolidated the positions gained and built a 

bombing block. Casualties 25 killed, 53 wounded, 2 

died of wounds and 5 missing. 

20th: Relieved by the 14th Glos, moved to St Emilie. 

Remained for three days. 

24th: Relieved the 15th Cheshires at the Knoll. Very 

heavy enemy shelling, when they attacked at 

Gillemont Farm. Casualties 19 killed, 44 wounded. 

Relieved during the night and moved back to St Emilie, 

where remained until 27th. 

27th: Moved to Aizecourt, stayed until 1st September. On 31st August, inspected by GOC Corps.  

 

 

William’s personal effects and medals were sent home to his mother Rose at 33 Meadow Lane on the 14th 

of November 1917. They were sent almost exactly 3 years to the day from when he set off for France.  

He is commemorated on the war memorial in Chaddesden Lane.  

 

 

Rita Johnson 



 

 

Paddy McMahon 

 

Paddy McMahon was one of the leading show jumpers 
of the 1970s. He was the 1973 European Champion and 
was nearly unbeatable on his horse Penwood Forge 
Mill(Forgie). He won the European Championship at 
Hickstead and in the same year won the King George V 
Gold Cup and the Horse and Hound Cup at the Royal 
International Horse Show. He was ATV Sportsman of 
1973 and runner up to Jackie Stewart as the BBC Sports 
Personality of 1973. He competed in the 1980 World 
Cup Final in Baltimore, USA.  
Many people assume because of his name that he is 
Irish. However he was born in Derby on the 5th 
December 1933 and grew up in Chaddesden.  He was 
the eldest of six boys and grew up on Wollaton Road. 

There was no history of horse riding in the family and his route to the top was unusual.  
He attended St Mary’s Roman Catholic School in Derby and came to an arrangement with Cliff, a fellow pupil to have 
rides on his ponies.  Later he palled up with another school friend, Billy Mulholland, whose father was a scrap metal 
dealer.  He was allowed to ride on horses that were pulling scrap carts during the week.  This was bareback riding 
with a driving bridle!  
Paddy started jumping hedges and ditches, Tommy Mulholland recognised his natural talent as a show jumper and 
so story began.  His first outing was at Wollaton Park and it wasn’t long until he was taking part in B.S.J.A. Affiliated 
Shows.  
When the time came to leave school at 14, rather than taking a regular job, he went to ride for Tommy Mulholland 
until at 18 he was called up for National Service in the Catering Corps at Aldershot.  Fortunately he obtained a 
transfer to the King’s Troop and took part in many ceremonial duties, including being part of the Queen’s escort on 
Coronation Day.  After his two year’s National Service he returned to work for Tommy Mulholland.  In 1956 he 
married Joyce and moved to Mickleover, finally leaving Derby in 1962.  
He was often seen riding on the fields between Morley Road and Copes Way in the late 40s and early 50s.  His 
parents were very proud of his achievements and their house was filled with photographs of his achievements.  
Paddy published his autobiography “Winning Ways” in 1980, which provided much of the above information.  

Thanks to Fred Moss who remembered seeing Paddy riding in Chaddesden, which started this project. 

Jean Moss. 

The Battle of the River Trent. 
The following is an article written in the Nottingham Date Book in 1675. 

The ‘Derby-men’, through some cause or other, were looked upon by the inhabitants of Nottingham with a degree of jealousy 

and dislike.  The people of Derby having, shortly before this period, obtained an Act for rendering the Derwent navigable, a 

measure which the corporation of Nottingham resisted by all means in their power, by linking the Trent with the Derwent, which 

hitherto was not the case, so that loaded boats might pass directly from Derby to Gainsborough. 

The Nottingham municipal body, supported by all the influential inhabitants of the town, rose stoutly against this project.  They 

did not want to go to Derby themselves by water so they were determined, in the true spirit of monopoly that the Derby men 

should neither come to them by water, nor go to Gainsborough for the supply of any wants they might experience.   

A few spirited men from Derby, having obtained the land on which to establish a wharf at Sawley for the purpose of aiding the 

trade of Derby and the surrounding district, found the measure vehemently opposed by the corporation of Nottingham who 

even resorted to stretching stout chains across the arches of the river bridge to preclude boats passing from Sawley and Wilne .  

They maintained that, ‘the Trent was legally navigable no further than the bridge at Nottingham’.  These measures were taken 

after much vexatious and expensive litigation to prevent the river becoming navigable above the bridge had failed. 

These chains were broken by violence, and the immediate obstacles being thus removed, the improvements in the bed of the 

river continued to be carried out, and enabled the navigation to become free and uninterrupted.  

Notes.  The bridge referred to is presumably the Trent Bridge in Nottingham as the first Harrington Bridge at Sawley was not 

built until 1792.  Some 120 years later an Act was passed to make the Trent navigable as far as the mouth of the Derwent from 

where the Trent and Mersey Canal was built.  Some things never change, Andrew.  



Notices 
 

Committee Members 
 
Tony Bowler 

Chairman and Speakers Bookings. 

Linda Crosby 

Secretary and Visits Coordinator  

Deryck Morley 

Treasurer 

John Crosby 

Deputy Chairman and Assistant Treasurer. 

Ken Garner 

Group Photographer 

Marie Garner 

Asst Group Photographer and Asst Secretary 

Pam Bowler.                                                                                      

Raffle Prizes and Newsletters Distribution.                                                        

Sandra Rainsford                                                                            

Raffle Organiser  

Brian Hayes 

Researcher. 

 

Archives Team (including non-committee  
members) 
 
Andrew Bailey 
Archives Project Leader and Newsletter Editor. 
Rita Johnson 
Asst Archivist and Researcher 
Margaret Poyser 
Asst Archivist and Researcher 
Jean Moss 
Admin Support and Research 

 

 

 

 

 

Latest News 

Nottingham Road Cemetery Office will not now close until February of next year. (maybe) 

Planning permission has been lodged for the reopening of the canal from Swarkestone to Shardlow via Chaddesden 

and Spondon.  Now that is going to be interesting.  (More news when we have it) 

Contact Us 

Andrew Bailey, Editor and Archives Team Leader 

01332 665333 or andrewjbailey50@btinternet.com 

Linda Crosby, Group Secretary 

01332 676425 or linda.crosby2@ntlworld.com 

Disclaimer. 

Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this 

Newsletter we apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make. 

The Committee wish to thank West Park School for their support in the production of this newsletter and the Derby 

Local Studies Library, and Derby Telegraph for their continued support. 

 

 Know your Researcher.  Though not a committee member 

Rita is the chief researcher for the Archives Team and as such puts 

in a tremendous amount of work on articles not only for the 

website, but also our newsletter.  AJB. 

 

Rita Johnson. 

 

Rita was born in Oldbury in the West Midlands and 

attended Moat Farm Primary School, she passed the 11 

plus and moved onto Holly Lodge Grammar School for 

Girls.  On leaving school she was employed by the Local 

Education authority with responsibility for controlling the 

budgets of several local schools.  After her marriage to a 

member of the RAF, and time out to raise her son, Rita took 

part in a 6 month project by Elgin Library’s Local Studies 

section, transcribing articles from Victorian Newspapers 

onto a card index system.  She then became an 

administrative assistant to the Laird of Pitgaveny, the 

owner of a substantial estate in the North of Scotland.  It 

was here that she developed her habit of having to ‘get it 

right’ you don’t make mistakes when continually 

corresponding with the titled gentry!  Having taken time 

out to nurse her late husband Rita then worked for 

Grampian Police Force, before going back to college to 

study for her Higher National Diploma in Business 

Administration and Information Management.   She was 

awarded a Pass with Distinction in 2003.  

Rita’s son David is married to Andrew’s daughter Heather 

and they moved back to Andrew’s home town in 2005 to be 

closer to both families.  As well as being an active member 

of Chaddesden WI, Rita is also an avid quilter and when she 

has a little free time is trying to learn to play the clarinet.       
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