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This is another picture from the Derek Palmer collection and was featured in the Derby Telegraph.

Editorial.
Unlike the weather we have been contributing a little brightness to the summer in Chaddesden by getting involved
in community activities. As well as getting involved with the presentation of Chaddesden Park to the judges for the
annual Green Flag award and East Midlands in Bloom, where a presentation on the history of the park was given, we
also put on a display at the 2012 Big One, including photo display boards as well as handing out paper crowns, flyers
and a Jubilee Wordsearch. On this occasion the weather was on our side and thanks must go to our team that
manned the stall for the day with a special thank you to the ever enthusiastic Peter Barnes. Two weeks later saw our
team supporting the Fire Service at the Fire Station Open Day in aid of Fire Safety and Awareness. The event was
well supported and a lot of interest was shown in our display. Again, thanks must go to all who helped on the day.
The collection of Jubilee Photographs being coordinated by Rita is well in hand and as well as pictures taken around
Chaddesden of red, white and blue decorated houses John and Deryck gained access to the top of the church tower
for some excellent shots of the Church street party . Rita now has over 240 pictures ready to go into an album file
and after going on display to our members they will be put into our archives.
On the business side the group tasked with reviewing our constitution met recently. Some minor changes are
required and once a draft has been prepared John, who is leading this project, will report back to the committee and
then update you all prior to a full vote on the amended constitution at the next AGM. As a result of changes to the
group finalised at the AGM a new bank mandate has been authorised. There are now four authorised signatories,
Andrew as Chairman, Deryck as Treasurer, John as Vice Chairman and Marie as Deputy Treasurer with any two
required to sign cheques. AJB.

Visit to Taylor’s Bell Foundry.
On Thursday 21st June 2012 twenty eight members of our group visited Taylor’s Bell Foundry and Museum in
Freehold Street, Loughborough. This was the first group visit where a coach was available, as opposed to members
having to make their own way to the venue.
The party assembled in the museum shop and our guide for the afternoon, George, made us very welcome. As a
busy and very active working factory we were warned of the dangers involved with visiting a facility such as this
before moving on to a talk on the history of the company and it’s founders as well as the type of work undertaken.
Taylor’s is one of only two bell founders in the UK and
is, in fact, the largest bell foundry in the world. The
company have been casting bells for over 200 years
and the largest bell in the British Isles, Great Paul, was
cast by them. This bell weighs in at over 16 tonnes and
is, as you will know, housed in St. Paul’s Cathedral.
Having been shown a vast selection of bells, and then
introduced to the original large furnaces which have
now been converted to run on oil, we moved into the
tuning and engineering workshop. Each bell is supplied
as a kit complete with a large wooden wheel, which is
attached to the headstock of the bell, and a rope which
is fastened to the wheel and enables the bell to be
rung. We were shown the woodworking area and
given an explanation on wheel production and assembly.
This was followed by a crash course in bell harmonics and what goes to make up the sound you hear when a bell is
struck by its clapper. Just before our eyes glazed over completely we were shown how a bell is tuned by mounting it
on a large vertical boring machine and removing metal from the inside of the bell at specific places. A tuning fork in
the hands of a very experienced operator completes this specialised task. After a demonstration on the sound
produced by bells made of different materials we were informed that molten metal was about to be poured in the
foundry.
Some of our less agile members were seated at ground level whilst the majority assembled on a viewing balcony in
the foundry to watch a most spectacular display of molten metal being poured into a variety of moulding boxes.
Bell metal is heated to 12000C and we watched as the furnace was tilted, pouring its contents into a large ladle
suspended from an overhead crane. The mysteries of stirring along with the adding of various condiments followed
before the ladle was moved to the moulding boxes and its contents poured into each box in turn. For casting the
largest of bells a core shape made of sand with a high clay content, mixed with hay and horse manure for binding, is
lowered into a twelve foot deep hole in the foundry floor and a pouring box is fitted to the top. Once the metal is
poured into the large bell mould, the new bell is allowed to cool slowly and naturally for several days before being
removed from the pit. (Great Paul, when it was cast in 1888, took two weeks to cool down.)
After watching this spectacular display featuring heat, sparks and white hot molten metal we returned to the
museum shop before boarding our coach for the homeward journey. Thanks to Linda for arranging a fascinating
visit. AJB.
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Disclaimer.
Whilst every attempt has been made to trace original ownership of photographs, pictures and articles used in this Newsletter we
apologise for any acknowledgement that we have failed to make.
Neither the editor nor committee of Chaddesden Historical Group guarantee the accuracy of items submitted for publication in
this newsletter. The Committee wish to thank West Park School, Derby Local Studies Library and Derby Telegraph for their
continued support in the production of this newsletter. AJB.

MEMORIES OF THE CORONATION DAY OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II
I was only just 7 years old when this great event happened. I was an only child living with my Mum and Dad and
Grandma Jackson my mums mum. We had a television, only a small screen in black and white. My Grandma was
housebound and it was her idea to rent a TV. The television was delivered quite a while before the Coronation Day.
Everyone was hoping for fine weather for our street party in Randolph Road Old Normanton Derby. Mum had been
busy sewing my fancy dress outfit, as Coronation Queen. I had a red velvet cloak with a ‘gold’ chain fastening and a
gold crown decorated with red velvet buttons. My dress was red blue and white which was layered made out of
what was maybe striped flannelette sheets! or special material that you could buy from Clark and Pearce on
Normanton Road. All the children gathered in the street between showers in the morning and a photographer from
John Watkins Photo Centre St James’s Street (according to the back of the photo) arrived for our photo shoot.
The Sherwood Hotel on St Thomas’s
Road had been booked for the
children’s party in case it rained. I
watched the coronation on television
at home and our neighbours came
round to watch it with us. Later on I
remember going to the Cinema on a
school trip to watch the Coronation
in colour.
In the afternoon I went to the
Sherwood Hotel for our party. I can’t
remember much about the party as I
don’t think I stayed for very long as I
was a very shy and retiring child (yes
believe it) and I only went under duress with my Mum and Dad.
I was looking forward to the early evening when the Children’s Races and Grown Up Races were to take place along
our stretch of road. We had 4 corner shops near to our house and the one directly across the road from our house
was owned by Mrs Maddocks. All the prizes for the races and fancy dress competition had been displayed in her
shop window for weeks. These consisted of small purses, whistles, balloons, sticks of striped rock in red white and
blue, penknives, bubbles, small dolls with knitted outfits, toy guns, holsters and all manner of packets of sweets.
Behind the counter was the beer for the men and fizzy pop for the children. Possibly the women drank tea. So
drinking on the streets happened then too. All the children had a prize. I received a small brown purse for entering
the fancy dress.
The window displays in all four shops were lovely, all decorated in red white and blue and all the houses had Union
Jacks hanging out from the sash windows. There was no bunting as I recall. Our house had a wonderful large Union
Jack made out of strong material which hung on a wooden pole which was kept for very many years.
In the early evening all the neighbours had brought out chairs to sit on the pavement, leaving the road clear for the
races. (No cars to worry about and no road closures) The rain had stopped and a watery sun appeared. I helped
Grandma to the front door where she sat to watch everything. I didn’t go in any of the children’s races I hated them
but my Mum and Dad went in the Egg & Spoon and my Dad went in the Sack Race and the running race. It was
marvellous fun.
When it finally ended all the men finished back up at the Sherwood Hotel for more drinking and Mum Grandma and I
went inside and eventually to bed.
Linda Crosby nee Clarke now of Chaddesden and Secretary of the Chaddesden Historical Group.
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Recent Presentations.
A presentation to the judges responsible for awarding The Green
Flag Award to Chaddesden Park was given in the Church Pavilion.
A display stand was set up at the annual Big One in the Park
where photographs were displayed and paper crowns, flyers and
a Jubilee word search were handed out.
A display stand of photographs were shown at the Fire Station
Open Day in June and the event was well attended.
Display boards featuring the history of Chaddesden Park and the
life of James Ashworth were lent to West Park School in support
of their Inspiring Derby efforts.
The East Midlands in Bloom judging for 2012 took place on the
11th of July. A presentation on the history of the Park by Andrew
and its use over the years was well received by the judging team.
Andrew, Rita and Jean supported Spondon Historical Soc in their
recent Crafts in History day and enjoyed trying our hand at
smocking, tatting and lace-making etc.

Barbara Marson
1933 – 2012
Barbara Marson, one of our Honorary Members, died on the 16th June 2012 after a short illness.
Barbara was born in Spondon and after leaving school she worked for Celanese where she
became a shop steward for the TGWU. She was also involved in organising many social events
locally. Barbara married Sid in 1954 and they had two sons Phil and Chris. For many years
Barbara was involved with her local branch of the WI and was their president for five years. Her
over riding passion, however, was football, of which she had an encyclopaedic knowledge, and
in particular The Rams. She worked as a steward as well as in hospitality at both the Baseball
Ground and Pride Park where she spent many happy hours. This passion gave rise to her dislike
of anything red, especially if it came down the A52, and on one of her trips into hospital she was asked if she had any
allergies and she even told the nurse, “anything red!.” She always had a keen interest in local history and along with
Sid was one of our founder members and when they could no longer attend due to failing health they were both
made Honorary Members in recognition of their support of our group. Until last year Sid was, in fact, our Speakers
Secretary and as such was responsible for many interesting and entertaining speakers coming along on a Thursday
morning. Barbara had a wonderful sense of humour and actually had me in stitches at one meeting when we were
discussing one or two of the infamous, yet extremely unsavoury characters that used to haunt the Cattle Market
area of Derby not too many years ago. As you will recall, this area was one of the most entertaining short cuts home
to Spondon and Chaddesden after a late night out, providing that you didn’t fall in the Derwent. Finally, Barbara was
a very active lady, from wife, mother, grandmother, great grandmother, weaver, shop steward, helping at Pride
Park, working in local companies including Asda, WI President, she even tried pot holing at one time and she will be
remembered with affection by many. So, on behalf of the Chaddesden Historical Group, I send our deepest
sympathies to Sid, Phil and Chris and all of Barbara’s family at this sad time. AJB.

